
chasing lincolns killer
Chasing Lincoln’s Killer is a gripping narrative that delves into one of the most notorious
assassinations in American history—the killing of President Abraham Lincoln. The story unfolds not
only the tragic event that took place on April 14, 1865, but also the relentless pursuit of John Wilkes
Booth, the man who pulled the trigger, and the complex web of conspirators who aided him. This
article will explore the events leading to the assassination, the aftermath, and the investigation that
followed, shedding light on the historical significance of Lincoln's death and the manhunt that ensued.

Background of the Assassination

The Political Climate of the Time

In the years leading to Lincoln's assassination, America was reeling from the Civil War, a conflict that
had pitted the Northern states against the Southern states over issues such as slavery and states'
rights. The war had resulted in over 600,000 deaths and profound national trauma. With the Union's
victory in sight, many Southern sympathizers felt deep resentment towards Lincoln, whom they
viewed as a tyrant.

- Key Factors Leading to the Assassination:
1. The end of the Civil War: As the war concluded, Booth and his co-conspirators feared retribution for
their Confederate loyalties.
2. Lincoln's policies: His push for civil rights and his plans for Reconstruction angered many
Southerners.
3. Booth's zealotry: A famous actor and staunch supporter of the Confederacy, Booth was driven by a
twisted sense of duty to avenge the South.

The Night of the Assassination

On April 14, 1865, President Lincoln attended a performance of "Our American Cousin" at Ford's
Theatre in Washington, D.C. The atmosphere in the theatre was celebratory, as the nation was
beginning to heal from the war. However, John Wilkes Booth had other plans.

- Events of the Night:
1. Booth entered the theatre around 10:15 PM.
2. He approached Lincoln’s box, shot him in the back of the head, and then jumped to the stage.
3. As he fled, he shouted "Sic semper tyrannis!"—Latin for "Thus always to tyrants."

Lincoln was carried across the street to the Petersen House, where he succumbed to his injuries early
the next morning, marking a devastating moment in American history.



The Manhunt for John Wilkes Booth

The Immediate Aftermath

In the wake of Lincoln's assassination, the nation was plunged into mourning. The government quickly
mobilized to find Booth. Secretary of War Edwin Stanton took command of the investigation,
establishing a team of detectives and soldiers to track down the fugitive.

- Initial Actions Taken:
1. A $100,000 bounty was offered for Booth's capture.
2. A nationwide manhunt was initiated, with every possible exit route from Washington D.C. being
monitored.
3. The assassination was declared a conspiracy, leading to the arrest of several accomplices.

Booth’s Escape

After killing Lincoln, Booth managed to escape Washington, D.C., on horseback, aided by fellow
conspirator David Herold. They traveled through Maryland and into Virginia, evading capture at every
turn.

- Key Locations in Booth's Flight:
1. Surratt Tavern: Booth and Herold stopped here to gather supplies and change horses.
2. Pine Thicket: They took refuge in the dense woods where they could avoid pursuit.
3. Garrett's Farm: Booth was eventually found hiding in a barn on this property.

The Capture and Death of Booth

The Final Confrontation

On April 26, 1865, twelve days after the assassination, Union soldiers, led by Lieutenant Edward
Doherty, tracked Booth and Herold to Garrett's Farm. The men were surrounded, and a standoff
ensued.

- Events Leading to Booth's Death:
1. Booth refused to surrender, insisting on fighting to the end.
2. The barn was set on fire to force Booth out.
3. In the chaos, Booth was shot in the neck by Sergeant Boston Corbett, dying shortly after.

The Aftermath of Booth’s Death



Booth's death marked the end of the immediate manhunt, but the repercussions were far-reaching.
The nation was left to grapple with the implications of Lincoln's assassination.

- Consequences:
1. The trial and execution of Booth's co-conspirators highlighted the government's determination to
bring all involved to justice.
2. The assassination deepened the national divide and fueled conspiracy theories regarding the
involvement of various factions in the plot against Lincoln.
3. Lincoln's legacy was forever altered, with his martyrdom leading to an iconic status in American
history.

The Trial of the Conspirators

Following the assassination, a military tribunal was established to try the conspirators. The trial began
on May 10, 1865, and was marked by significant controversy regarding its fairness and legitimacy.

The Conspirators

Several individuals were implicated in the conspiracy, each playing different roles in the plot against
Lincoln.

- Key Figures:
1. Mary Surratt: The first woman executed by the U.S. government, she was accused of being a co-
conspirator.
2. Lewis Powell (Payne): Tasked with killing Secretary of State William Seward, he attacked Seward
but failed to kill him.
3. George Atzerodt: Charged with killing Vice President Andrew Johnson, he lost his nerve and did not
go through with the plan.

The Verdicts and Executions

The tribunal's proceedings were swift, with verdicts rendered on June 30, 1865.

- Outcomes:
1. Four conspirators were sentenced to death by hanging.
2. Others received prison sentences, with some later released.
3. The executions took place on July 7, 1865, and were attended by a large crowd, reflecting the
nation’s tumultuous emotions.

Legacy of the Assassination



The National Impact

Lincoln’s assassination profoundly affected the United States, reshaping its political landscape and
altering the course of Reconstruction.

- Long-Term Effects:
1. Lincoln became a martyr for the cause of freedom and equality, inspiring future generations.
2. The assassination prompted a crackdown on dissent and increased surveillance of suspected
radicals.
3. The narrative surrounding Lincoln’s legacy grew, solidifying his status as one of America’s greatest
presidents.

Chasing Lincoln’s Killer in Popular Culture

The story of Lincoln's assassination and the manhunt for Booth has inspired countless books, films,
and documentaries, continuing to captivate audiences even today.

- Notable Works:
1. "Chasing Lincoln's Killer" by James L. Swanson: A detailed account of Booth's flight and the
manhunt.
2. "The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln" (various adaptations): Films and documentaries that
explore the event and its ramifications.
3. Historical novels and plays that dramatize the events surrounding Lincoln’s assassination.

Conclusion

Chasing Lincoln’s Killer is more than just a historical account; it is a reflection on the fragility of
democracy and the lengths to which individuals will go to achieve their beliefs. The assassination of
Abraham Lincoln marked a pivotal moment in American history, one that altered the nation's
trajectory and left an indelible mark on its collective memory. The relentless pursuit of Booth and the
subsequent trial of his conspirators emphasize the importance of justice and accountability, themes
that resonate deeply in modern society. As we continue to study this dark chapter, we gain insights
into the complexities of human motives and the enduring struggle for freedom and equality.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'Chasing Lincoln's Killer'?
The book details the manhunt for John Wilkes Booth, the assassin of President Abraham Lincoln,
following the assassination on April 14, 1865.



Who is the author of 'Chasing Lincoln's Killer'?
The book is authored by James L. Swanson, who is known for his detailed historical narratives and
research.

How does 'Chasing Lincoln's Killer' portray the events
following Lincoln's assassination?
The book vividly depicts the frantic and intense manhunt for Booth, highlighting the challenges faced
by law enforcement and the political atmosphere of the time.

What historical sources does Swanson use in 'Chasing
Lincoln's Killer'?
Swanson utilizes a variety of historical documents, eyewitness accounts, and contemporary
newspaper articles to create an accurate and engaging narrative.

What impact has 'Chasing Lincoln's Killer' had on popular
understanding of Lincoln's assassination?
The book has contributed significantly to popular understanding by providing a detailed, accessible
account of the assassination and the subsequent manhunt, making the history engaging for readers
of all ages.
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