
ceh practical exam questions and answers

CEH Practical Exam Questions and Answers are crucial for those preparing for the Certified Ethical Hacker
(CEH) certification. The CEH certification is a highly regarded credential in the field of cybersecurity, and
passing the practical exam is a significant milestone in the journey of an aspiring ethical hacker. This article
will delve into the structure of the CEH practical exam, common questions that candidates might face, and
provide sample answers and strategies for success.

Understanding the CEH Practical Exam

The CEH practical exam evaluates a candidate's ability to apply hacking tools and techniques in a controlled
environment. The exam consists of a series of tasks designed to assess the applicant's real-world skills in
penetration testing and vulnerability assessment.

Exam Format

- Duration: The practical exam is typically 6 hours long.
- Environment: Candidates work in a virtual lab environment that simulates real-world scenarios.
- Tasks: The exam includes a variety of tasks such as network scanning, vulnerability scanning, and
exploitation of systems.

Scoring System

- Pass Mark: Candidates must achieve a minimum score to pass, which is usually around 70%.
- Points Allocation: Each task is assigned a certain number of points based on its complexity and importance.

Common Topics Covered in the CEH Practical Exam

To prepare effectively, candidates should familiarize themselves with the various topics that the exam
encompasses. Below are some of the key areas:

1. Footprinting and Reconnaissance
- Techniques for gathering information about the target system.
- Tools like Nmap, Maltego, and Google Dorking.

2. Scanning Networks
- Understanding different types of port scans (TCP, UDP).
- Tools such as Nessus and OpenVAS.

3. Enumeration
- Gathering detailed information about network resources.
- Techniques like SNMP enumeration and LDAP enumeration.

4. System Hacking
- Exploiting vulnerabilities in operating systems.
- Password cracking techniques and tools.

5. Malware Threats
- Understanding different types of malware (viruses, worms, trojans).



- Analyzing malware behavior and impact.

6. Sniffing
- Capturing and analyzing network traffic.
- Tools like Wireshark and tcpdump.

7. Social Engineering
- Techniques for manipulating individuals into divulging confidential information.
- Understanding psychological principles behind social engineering.

8. Web Application Hacking
- Identifying and exploiting vulnerabilities in web applications.
- Common vulnerabilities such as SQL injection and XSS.

9. Wireless Network Hacking
- Techniques to assess the security of wireless networks.
- Tools like Aircrack-ng and Kismet.

Sample Practical Exam Questions and Answers

Here are some example questions that might appear in the CEH practical exam, along with sample answers:

1. Footprinting and Reconnaissance

Question: Use a tool to gather information about the target domain "example.com". Identify the IP address and
any associated subdomains.

Sample Answer:
- Use the tool `whois` to gather initial information.
- Command: `whois example.com`
- Analyze the output for the IP address and any subdomains mentioned.

Next, employ a DNS enumeration tool like `dnsrecon`:
- Command: `dnsrecon -d example.com`
- Review the results for additional subdomains and their respective IP addresses.

2. Scanning Networks

Question: Conduct a TCP port scan on the target IP address using Nmap.

Sample Answer:
- Run Nmap with the command:
```bash
nmap -sS -p- [Target_IP]
```
- Review the output for open ports and their corresponding services.

3. System Hacking

Question: Demonstrate how to crack a password hash using a tool of your choice.



Sample Answer:
- Obtain the password hash from the target system (e.g., using `hashcat`):
```bash
hashcat -m 0 -a 0 hash.txt wordlist.txt
```
- Analyze the output to identify the cracked password.

Preparing for the CEH Practical Exam

Preparation for the CEH practical exam requires a multifaceted approach. Here are some strategies to help you
succeed:

1. Hands-On Practice

- Set up a home lab using virtual machines to practice penetration testing techniques.
- Utilize platforms like Hack The Box or TryHackMe to engage in real-world scenarios.

2. Study Resources

- Use official CEH training materials, including books and online courses.
- Join forums and study groups to discuss topics and share knowledge.

3. Time Management

- During the exam, allocate time wisely for each task.
- Practice completing tasks under timed conditions to improve your speed.

4. Review Past Exam Questions

- While the specific questions may vary, reviewing past topics can provide insight into potential areas of
focus.
- Use study guides and resources that compile common exam questions.

Final Thoughts

CEH Practical Exam Questions and Answers not only help candidates prepare for the exam but also give
insight into the skills required to be a successful ethical hacker. By focusing on hands-on practice, leveraging
study resources, and mastering key topics, candidates can enhance their chances of passing the practical exam
and advancing their careers in cybersecurity. Remember, continuous learning and staying updated with the latest
trends and tools in hacking are essential for long-term success in this ever-evolving field.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the key components of the CEH practical exam?

The CEH practical exam consists of 20 hands-on challenges that require candidates to demonstrate their
skills in identifying vulnerabilities, exploiting them, and securing systems.

How long is the CEH practical exam?

The CEH practical exam lasts for 6 hours, during which candidates must complete the assigned tasks and
demonstrate their ethical hacking skills.

What is the passing score for the CEH practical exam?

The passing score for the CEH practical exam is 70%. Candidates must earn this score by successfully
completing the required challenges.

What types of tools are recommended for the CEH practical exam?

Candidates are encouraged to be familiar with tools like Metasploit, Nmap, Wireshark, Burp Suite, and other
penetration testing tools commonly used in ethical hacking.

Are there any prerequisites for taking the CEH practical exam?

Yes, candidates must have a valid CEH certification and a minimum of 2 years of work experience in the
information security domain, or they must complete an official EC-Council training program.

Can I use my own tools during the CEH practical exam?

Yes, candidates are allowed to use their own tools, but they must ensure that the tools are legal and
compliant with the exam guidelines.

What is the format of the questions in the CEH practical exam?

The exam consists of practical challenges that simulate real-world scenarios, requiring candidates to
perform tasks rather than answer multiple-choice questions.

How can I prepare effectively for the CEH practical exam?

Effective preparation includes hands-on practice in labs, reviewing study materials, participating in online
forums, and taking practice exams to familiarize yourself with the exam format.
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