cheaper by the dozen 1950

Cheaper by the Dozen 1950 is a classic family comedy film that has stood the
test of time, charming audiences with its heartwarming story and delightful
performances. Directed by Walter Lang and based on the semi-autobiographical
book of the same name by Frank B. Gilbreth Jr. and Ernestine Gilbreth Carey,
the film tells the story of the Gilbreth family, which consists of a loving
couple and their twelve children. Released during a time when family-oriented
films were gaining popularity, "Cheaper by the Dozen" captures the essence of
post-war American life, embodying the challenges and joys of raising a large
family.

The Storyline
Overview

At the center of Cheaper by the Dozen 1950 is the Gilbreth family, led by
Frank Gilbreth (played by Clifton Webb) and his wife Lillian (played by Myrna
Loy) . Frank is an efficiency expert who applies his principles not only at
work but also in his household. The film chronicles the everyday adventures,
misadventures, and comedic situations that arise from managing a household of
twelve children, each with their distinct personalities and quirks.

Key Themes

1. Family Dynamics: The film illustrates the dynamics of a large family,
showcasing the love, chaos, and teamwork that characterize their lives.

2. Parenting Styles: It highlights the differences in parenting approaches
between Frank and Lillian, with Frank being more authoritative while Lillian
embodies warmth and nurturing.

3. Societal Expectations: Set in the early 20th century, the film reflects
societal norms regarding family size and gender roles, providing a glimpse
into the era's cultural landscape.

Character Analysis
The Gilbreth Family

The charm of Cheaper by the Dozen 1950 lies in its vivid characters, each
contributing to the film's narrative and humor.

- Frank Gilbreth: The patriarch, an advocate of efficiency, often uses
unorthodox methods to manage his children and household. His character is
both authoritative and loving, embodying the challenges of fatherhood.

— Lillian Gilbreth: The matriarch, who balances her husband's rigid methods
with compassion and warmth. Lillian's character represents the emotional core
of the family.

— The Children: Each of the twelve children has unique traits that contribute
to the film’s comedy. From the mischievous to the responsible, their
interactions with each other and their parents create numerous humorous
scenarios.

Supporting Characters

Supporting characters also play a significant role in adding depth to the
story:

— The Neighbors: They provide a contrasting perspective on the Gilbreth



family, often highlighting the chaos and challenges that come with their
large household.

— Teachers and Friends: Various interactions with teachers and friends of the
children further illustrate the challenges faced by the family and the
societal expectations of the time.

Cinematic Techniques

Direction and Production

Cheaper by the Dozen 1950 was directed by Walter Lang, known for his ability
to handle large ensemble casts and create engaging family dramas. His
direction brings out the humor and heart in the script, allowing audiences to
connect with the characters on an emotional level.

Visual Style

The film employs a bright and inviting visual style, reflective of the
optimistic post-war era. The set designs and costumes authentically represent
the 1920s and 1930s, adding to the film's nostalgic charm.

Music and Sound

The musical score, composed by Alfred Newman, enhances the film's emotional
impact, using light-hearted melodies to underscore comedic moments and more
poignant music during reflective scenes. The sound design also plays a
crucial role in capturing the chaos of a bustling household.

Reception and Legacy

Box Office Performance

Upon its release, Cheaper by the Dozen 1950 was a commercial success,
appealing to families looking for wholesome entertainment. The film resonated
well with audiences, leading to a lasting legacy in American cinema.

Critical Acclaim

Critics praised the performances of Clifton Webb and Myrna Loy, with
particular emphasis on their chemistry and ability to portray the
complexities of marriage and parenting. The film's humor and relatable
storyline contributed to its positive reception, making it a beloved classic.
Cultural Impact

The enduring popularity of Cheaper by the Dozen has led to various
adaptations, including a remake in 2003 and its sequel. The original film
remains a touchstone in family cinema, influencing how large families are
depicted in media.

Comparisons to Other Family Films

The Family Genre in the 1950s

The 1950s saw a surge in family-oriented films that centered around various
dynamics, including sibling rivalries, parental challenges, and the

importance of togetherness. Other notable films during this era include:

— The Parent Trap (1961): Focused on the reunion of estranged parents through



their scheming twin daughters.
— The Sound of Music (1965): A musical about family, love, and the importance
of togetherness during difficult times.

The Evolution of Family Films

Since the release of Cheaper by the Dozen, family films have evolved
significantly, often incorporating modern themes and more diverse
representations of family structures. However, the core themes of love,
support, and the challenges of family life remain consistent.

Conclusion

Cheaper by the Dozen 1950 is more than just a comedy; it is a heartfelt
exploration of family life during a transformative period in American
history. With its engaging characters, humorous situations, and relatable
themes, the film resonates with audiences of all ages. The legacy of the
Gilbreth family continues to endure, reminding us of the joys and challenges
of parenting, the importance of family bonds, and the timeless nature of love
and laughter. As new generations discover this classic, its charm and wisdom
remain as relevant today as they were over seventy years ago.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the basic premise of 'Cheaper by the Dozen'
(1950) 2

The film 'Cheaper by the Dozen' (1950) follows the story of the Gilbreth
family, who manage the challenges and joys of raising twelve children while
balancing work and family life. It highlights the humorous and chaotic
aspects of large family dynamics.

Who are the main actors in the 1950 film 'Cheaper by
the Dozen'?

The main actors in 'Cheaper by the Dozen' (1950) include Clifton Webb as
Frank Gilbreth and Jeanne Crain as his wife, Lillian Gilbreth. Their
performances bring to life the humorous and loving nature of the Gilbreth
family.

How does 'Cheaper by the Dozen' reflect the parenting
styles of the 1950s?

The film reflects the parenting styles of the 1950s by showcasing a more
hands-on, structured approach to raising children, emphasizing discipline,
education, and the importance of family values, which were prevalent during
that era.

What impact did 'Cheaper by the Dozen' have on
popular culture?

The success of 'Cheaper by the Dozen' (1950) popularized the idea of large
families in American culture, influencing subsequent films and media



portrayals of family life, as well as contributing to the public's interest
in the Gilbreth family's real-life story.

Is 'Cheaper by the Dozen' based on a true story?

Yes, 'Cheaper by the Dozen' (1950) is based on the real-life experiences of
Frank and Lillian Gilbreth, who were efficiency experts and authors. The film
is adapted from their book of the same name, which details their family life
and parenting methods.
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