
certified general appraiser exam
Certified general appraiser exam is a crucial milestone for those seeking to
establish a professional career in real estate appraisal. This exam not only
assesses the candidate's knowledge and skills related to property evaluation
but also plays a significant role in ensuring that the appraisers meet the
standards set by regulatory bodies. In this article, we will explore the
intricacies of the certified general appraiser exam, including its
requirements, preparation strategies, and tips for success.

Understanding the Certified General Appraiser
Exam

The certified general appraiser exam is designed for individuals who wish to
obtain a general appraiser license, allowing them to appraise any type of
real property. This can range from residential homes to commercial properties
and land. The exam is typically administered at the state level and follows
guidelines established by the Appraiser Qualifications Board (AQB).

Eligibility Requirements

Before you can sit for the certified general appraiser exam, you must meet
certain eligibility requirements, which may vary by state. Common
prerequisites include:

Education: A minimum of a bachelor’s degree from an accredited
institution is usually required. This degree can be in any field, but
coursework in real estate, finance, or economics is highly beneficial.

Appraisal Experience: Candidates typically need at least 3,000 hours of
appraisal experience over a minimum of 30 months, with specific hours
dedicated to residential and non-residential appraisal work.

Continuing Education: Completion of specific coursework related to
appraisal principles, procedures, and ethics may be necessary. This
includes courses in advanced appraisal methods and report writing.

Exam Structure and Content

The certified general appraiser exam consists of two main parts: a written



examination and an optional practical demonstration. Understanding the
structure and content of the exam can help candidates prepare effectively.

Written Examination

The written examination typically consists of multiple-choice questions that
cover various topics. Key subject areas include:

Basic Appraisal Principles: Understanding fundamental concepts,
terminology, and theories related to real estate appraisal.

Market Analysis: Techniques for analyzing market conditions, trends, and
factors that influence property values.

Valuation Methods: Knowledge of different methods for determining
property value, including the cost, sales comparison, and income
approaches.

Ethics and Professional Practice: Familiarity with the Uniform Standards
of Professional Appraisal Practice (USPAP) and ethical considerations in
appraisal.

Legal Aspects: Understanding property rights, easements, zoning laws,
and other legal factors affecting real estate.

Practical Demonstration (Optional)

While not always required, candidates may have the option to demonstrate
their appraisal skills through practical exercises. This could include case
studies or real-world scenarios where candidates showcase their ability to
apply appraisal concepts and methodologies.

Preparation Strategies for the Certified
General Appraiser Exam

Success in the certified general appraiser exam relies heavily on thorough
preparation. Here are some effective strategies to help you get ready:



Study Materials

Invest in high-quality study materials that cover all relevant topics.
Consider the following resources:

Textbooks: Look for authoritative textbooks that cover appraisal
principles, practices, and the legal aspects of real estate.

Online Courses: Many organizations offer online courses specifically
designed to prepare candidates for the certified general appraiser exam.

Practice Exams: Utilize practice tests to become familiar with the exam
format and question types. This can also help identify areas where you
need further review.

Study Groups and Networking

Joining a study group can provide motivation and support. Collaborating with
peers allows for the exchange of ideas and resources. Additionally,
networking with experienced appraisers can provide valuable insights and tips
for navigating the exam process.

Time Management

Create a study schedule that allocates sufficient time for each subject area.
Consistent, focused study sessions are more effective than cramming. Break
your study materials into manageable sections, and set specific goals for
each session.

Exam Day Tips

The day of the certified general appraiser exam can be stressful, but proper
planning can help reduce anxiety. Here are some tips for exam day:

Get Plenty of Rest: Ensure you are well-rested the night before the
exam. A good night’s sleep can enhance focus and retention.

Eat a Healthy Breakfast: Fuel your body with a nutritious breakfast to
maintain energy levels throughout the exam.

Arrive Early: Give yourself plenty of time to arrive at the exam



location to avoid any last-minute stress.

Stay Calm: Practice relaxation techniques, such as deep breathing, to
calm your nerves before the exam begins.

Conclusion

The certified general appraiser exam is a significant step towards a
rewarding career in real estate appraisal. By understanding the eligibility
requirements, exam structure, and effective preparation strategies,
candidates can position themselves for success. Remember, thorough
preparation and a positive mindset are key to not only passing the exam but
also thriving in your future career as a certified general appraiser. Whether
you are just starting your journey or are preparing for the exam, dedication
and hard work will ultimately pave the way to your success in the appraisal
profession.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Certified General Appraiser?
A Certified General Appraiser is a professional who has met specific
education and experience requirements and has passed a national examination,
allowing them to appraise all types of real property.

What topics are covered in the Certified General
Appraiser exam?
The exam covers topics such as real estate principles, appraisal methods,
market analysis, property valuation, and applicable laws and regulations.

How can I prepare for the Certified General
Appraiser exam?
Preparation can include taking relevant coursework, studying appraisal
textbooks, utilizing online resources, and participating in study groups or
review courses.

What is the passing score for the Certified General
Appraiser exam?
The passing score varies by state, but it typically ranges from 75 to 80
percent of the total points available on the exam.



How long is the Certified General Appraiser exam?
The exam is typically around 4 to 5 hours long, consisting of multiple-choice
questions that assess a wide range of appraisal knowledge.

How often do I need to renew my Certified General
Appraiser license?
Most states require appraisers to renew their licenses every two years,
including completing continuing education courses.

What is the cost of taking the Certified General
Appraiser exam?
The cost can vary by state but typically ranges from $200 to $400, which may
include application fees and exam fees.

What resources are available for exam takers?
Resources include state appraisal boards, professional appraisal
organizations, online study materials, practice exams, and textbooks specific
to appraisal principles.
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