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Cats: Musical Magical Mister Mistoffelees is a captivating character from the renowned musical “Cats,”
which was composed by Andrew Lloyd Webber. Based on T.S. Eliot's collection of poems titled "Old
Possum's Book of Practical Cats," this character has enchanted audiences with his charm, magical
abilities, and the whimsical aura that surrounds him. In this article, we will delve into the character of
Mister Mistoffelees, his significance in the musical, and the various elements that contribute to his
enchanting persona.

Character Overview

Mister Mistoffelees is often referred to as the "magical cat" of the Jellicle tribe. His character is a blend
of mystery, charm, and a touch of mischief. As a young, energetic cat, he embodies the spirit of
magic, performing various illusions that captivate the other Jellicles. His character is not just a
performer; he represents the essence of hope and the belief in the extraordinary.

Origin and Development

1. Literary Roots: The character of Mister Mistoffelees originates from T.S. Eliot’s poem “Mr.
Mistoffelees,” which is part of "Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats." The poem portrays him as a
clever and elusive cat who performs magic tricks, emphasizing his mischievous nature and his ability
to appear and disappear at will.

2. Musical Adaptation: In the musical adaptation by Andrew Lloyd Webber, Mister Mistoffelees is given
a more defined role. He becomes a pivotal character who aids in the narrative’s climax, particularly in
the song "Mr. Mistoffelees," where he showcases his magical prowess to bring back another key
character, Old Deuteronomy.

Mister Mistoffelees in the Musical

The musical "Cats" premiered in London’s West End in 1981 and quickly became a global sensation.
Mister Mistoffelees stands out as a fan-favorite due to his dynamic performance and captivating
number.

Musical Number: Mr. Mistoffelees

The song “Mr. Mistoffelees” is a highlight of the musical, featuring:

- Choreography: The choreography is intricate, showcasing a blend of ballet and jazz elements. The
ensemble of cats dances around Mister Mistoffelees, creating a vibrant atmosphere that amplifies the
magical theme of the song.



- Lyrics: The lyrics celebrate the character’s abilities and charm. They emphasize his role as the
"magical cat" and highlight his importance in the Jellicle tribe. The repetitive and melodic nature of
the song makes it memorable and engaging.

- Character Development: During this number, Mister Mistoffelees transforms from a somewhat shy
and reserved character to a confident and charismatic performer. This transition is marked by his
interactions with the other cats, who encourage him to embrace his magical identity.

Thematic Significance

Mister Mistoffelees embodies several themes that resonate throughout the musical.

Magic and Wonder

- Escapism: The character represents the theme of escapism, inviting the audience to believe in the
extraordinary. His magical abilities serve as a reminder of the wonder that exists in everyday life,
encouraging a sense of childlike joy and imagination.

- Hope: In the narrative, Mister Mistoffelees plays a crucial role in restoring hope. His magic is not just
for entertainment; it becomes a symbol of faith and belief in the possibilities of life. His ability to
perform the impossible inspires the other characters, reinforcing the idea that hope can transform
lives.

Community and Belonging

Mister Mistoffelees is a vital part of the Jellicle community. His interactions with other characters
highlight the importance of belonging and acceptance.

- Friendship: Throughout the musical, Mister Mistoffelees showcases friendships with other Jellicle
cats. His loyalty and willingness to help others, especially in the climactic moments, emphasize the
importance of camaraderie within their community.

- Identity: The journey of Mister Mistoffelees reflects a quest for identity. As he embraces his magical
abilities, he also learns about his place within the Jellicle tribe, illustrating the broader theme of self-
discovery.

Cultural Impact

Since its debut, “Cats” has left an indelible mark on popular culture, and Mister Mistoffelees is a
significant part of that legacy.



Iconic Status

- Merchandising: The character has become an iconic symbol of the musical, appearing in various
merchandise, including toys, clothing, and collectibles. His image is often used to promote the
musical, highlighting his role as a beloved character.

- Adaptations: Mister Mistoffelees has been portrayed in various adaptations, including the 2019 film
version of “Cats.” In this adaptation, the character was brought to life with advanced CGI effects,
showcasing his magical abilities in a modern context.

Influence on Other Works

The character’s enchanting nature has inspired numerous artistic creations beyond the musical.

- Theater Productions: Various theater groups and schools have adopted Mister Mistoffelees as a
central character in their own productions, showcasing his magical talents and lively personality.

- Literature and Media: The allure of Mister Mistoffelees has led to references in literature and media,
where he is often depicted as a symbol of magic, mystery, and charm.

Conclusion

Cats: Musical Magical Mister Mistoffelees is more than just a character; he is a symbol of magic, hope,
and community. His journey from a shy, reserved cat to a confident performer reflects the broader
themes of self-discovery and belonging that resonate throughout the musical. The enchanting aura
that surrounds Mister Mistoffelees continues to captivate audiences, making him a timeless character
in the world of theater.

In a world where the mundane often overshadows the extraordinary, Mister Mistoffelees reminds us to
believe in magic and the possibilities that lie within each of us. Through his charm, wit, and magical
abilities, he not only entertains but also inspires, ensuring that his legacy will endure for generations
to come. Whether through the mesmerizing song, the intricate choreography, or the heartwarming
themes, Mister Mistoffelees remains a beloved figure in the realm of musical theater, a true
embodiment of the magical spirit that defines “Cats.”

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Mister Mistoffelees in the musical 'Cats'?
Mister Mistoffelees is a magical cat known for his magical abilities and is a key character in the
musical 'Cats', originally composed by Andrew Lloyd Webber.



What are the main themes explored in the song 'Mister
Mistoffelees'?
The song explores themes of magic, identity, and the celebration of individuality, showcasing Mister
Mistoffelees' unique talents and charm.

How does Mister Mistoffelees contribute to the plot of 'Cats'?
Mister Mistoffelees plays a crucial role in helping to save Old Deuteronomy, the wise leader of the
Jellicle cats, through his magical abilities.

What style of dance is associated with the character of Mister
Mistoffelees in the musical?
The character is often portrayed with a blend of ballet and jazz dance styles, emphasizing agility and
grace to reflect his magical persona.

How does the character of Mister Mistoffelees differ from
other cats in 'Cats'?
Mister Mistoffelees stands out due to his magical prowess and his role as a performer, often
showcasing his tricks and illusions, unlike the other more grounded characters.

What is the significance of the character's name, Mister
Mistoffelees?
The name 'Mister Mistoffelees' has a whimsical and playful tone, aligning with his character's magical
and mischievous nature, and is inspired by T.S. Eliot's poem.

What is the audience's reaction to the performance of Mister
Mistoffelees?
Audiences often find Mister Mistoffelees' performance captivating and entertaining, as his magical
displays and charm add a whimsical element to the show.

Has Mister Mistoffelees been portrayed by any notable actors
in adaptations of 'Cats'?
Yes, various notable actors have portrayed Mister Mistoffelees, including Francesca Hayward in the
2019 film adaptation, bringing a modern interpretation to the character.

What makes the song 'Mister Mistoffelees' a standout number
in the musical?
The song is a standout due to its catchy melody, intricate choreography, and the impressive vocal
range required, showcasing the magical essence of the character.
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