CHARLES CHESNUTT THE GOOPHERED GRAPEVINE

CHARLES CHESNUTT THE GOOPHERED GRAPEVINE IS A SEMINAL WORK IN AFRICAN AMERICAN LITERATURE, RENOWNED FOR ITS RICH
STORYTELLING, CULTURAL DEPTH, AND HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE. THIS SHORT STORY, WRITTEN BY CHARLES CHESNUTT,
EXPLORES THEMES OF SUPERSTITION, SLAVERY, AND FOLK TRADITIONS IN THE PoST-CIVIL W AR SOUTH. THROUGH THE USE OF
DIALECT AND FOLKLORE, CHESNUTT OFFERS AN INSIGHTFUL CRITIQUE OF RACIAL AND SOCIAL DYNAMICS DURING THIS ERA. THE
STORY’S PLOT CENTERS AROUND A “GOOPHERED” OR BEWITCHED GRAPEVINE THAT BRINGS MISFORTUNE TO THOSE WHO
CULTIVATE IT, REVEALING DEEPER LAYERS ABOUT THE CHARACTERS' LIVES AND THE LEGACY OF SLAVERY. THIS ARTICLE DELVES
INTO THE BACKGROUND OF CHARLES CHESNUTT, THE NARRATIVE STRUCTURE AND THEMES OF “ THE GOOPHERED GRAPEVINE,"
ITS LITERARY SIGNIFICANCE, AND ITS IMPACT ON AMERICAN LITERATURE. BELOW IS THE TABLE OF CONTENTS TO GUIDE THE
EXPLORATION OF THIS IMPORTANT LITERARY WORK.
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e OVERVIEW OF "THE GOOPHERED GRAPEVINE”

THEMES AND SYMBOLISM

LITERARY STYLE AND NARRATIVE TECHNIQUES
e HisToricAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXT

® |[MPACT AND LEGACY

BACKkGROUND oF CHARLES CHESNUTT

CHARLES CHESNUTT WAS AN AFRICAN AMERICAN WRITER, LAWYER, AND POLITICAL ACTIVIST BORN IN 1858. He Is wWIDELY
RECOGNIZED FOR HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO AMERICAN LITERATURE, PARTICULARLY FOR HIS PIONEERING WORK IN PORTRAYING
AFRICAN AMERICAN LIFE AND CULTURE DURING THE LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURIES. CHESNUTT’S MIXED-RACE HERITAGE
AND UPBRINGING IN OHIO INFLUENCED HIS NUANCED PERSPECTIVE ON RACE RELATIONS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE. HIS WRITINGS OFTEN
CHALLENGE PREVAILING STEREOTYPES AND PROVIDE A VOICE TO AFRICAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCES THAT WERE LARGELY
MARGINALIZED DURING HIS TIME. ” THE GOOPHERED GRAPEVINE” STANDS AS ONE OF HIS EARLIEST AND MOST FAMOUS WORKS,
SHOWCASING HIS SKILL IN BLENDING FOLKLORE WITH CRITICAL SOCIAL COMMENTARY.

EARLY LIFE AND INFLUENCES

BORN TO FREEDMEN PARENTS SHORTLY BEFORE THE CIVIL \X/AR, CHESNUTT GREW UP IN A RACIALLY MIXED ENVIRONMENT, WHICH
SHAPED HIS UNDERSTANDING OF RACIAL IDENTITY AND INEQUALITY. HE WAS EDUCATED AT OBERLIN COLLEGE, \WHERE HE
DEVELOPED A PASSION FOR LITERATURE AND SOCIAL REFORM. HIS EXPOSURE TO BOTH AFRICAN AMERICAN AND WHITE
CULTURAL TRADITIONS CONTRIBUTED TO HIS UNIQUE LITERARY STYLE. CHESNUTT’S COMMITMENT TO RACIAL EQUALITY AND
CIVIL RIGHTS IS EVIDENT THROUGHOUT HIS BODY OF WORK, INCLUDING “THe GooPHERED GRAPEVINE.”

LiTerRARY CAREER AND ACHIEVEMENTS

CHESNUTT GAINED NATIONAL RECOGNITION WITH THE PUBLICATION OF HIS SHORT STORY COLLECTIONS, INCLUDING “THE
ConNJURE WoMAN" (1899), WHICH CONTAINS “THE GOOPHERED GRAPEVINE.” HIS WRITINGS RECEIVED CRITICAL ACCLAIM FOR
THEIR AUTHENTICITY AND DEPTH. CHESNUTT WAS ONE OF THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN AUTHORS TO BE PUBLISHED BY MAJOR
MAINSTREAM PUBLISHERS AND TO REACH A BROAD WHITE AUDIENCE. HIS LITERARY EFFORTS PAVED THE WAY FOR FUTURE
GENERATIONS OF AFRICAN AMERICAN WRITERS AND REMAIN INFLUENTIAL IN THE STUDY OF AMERICAN LITERATURE.



OVERVIEW OF “THE GOoOPHERED GRAPEVINE”

“THe GooPHERED GRAPEVINE” IS A SHORT STORY THAT USES AFRICAN AMERICAN FOLKLORE TO DEPICT THE ENDURING EFFECTS
OF SLAVERY AND SUPERSTITION IN THE SOUTH. THE NARRATIVE IS FRAMED AS A CONVERSATION BETWEEN A NORTHERN WHITE

NARRATOR AND AN AFRICAN AMERICAN STORYTELLER NAMED UNCLEJULIUS. UNCLEJULIUS RECOUNTS THE LEGEND OF THE

" GOOPHERED” GRAPEVINE, A GRAPEVINE THAT HAS BEEN CURSED TO BRING MISFORTUNE TO THOSE WHO ATTEMPT TO HARVEST

ITS FRUIT.

PLoT SUMMARY

THE STORY UNFOLDS AS UNCLE JULIUS EXPLAINS THE HISTORY OF THE VINEYARD, WHICH WAS ONCE OWNED BY A PLANTATION
OWNER NAMED MARS BENNETT. ACCORDING TO THE TALE, THE VINEYARD WAS CURSED BY A CONJURE MAN TO PROTECT THE
ENSLAVED WORKERS WHO DEPENDED ON THE LAND. ANYONE WHO TRIED TO PICK GRAPES FROM THE VINE WOULD SUFFER HARM OR
DEATH. UNCLE JULIUS SHARES VARIOUS ANECDOTES ILLUSTRATING THE EFFECTS OF THE CURSE, BLENDING HUMOR W/ITH
TRAGEDY. THE STORY ULTIMATELY REVEALS THE COMPLEX INTERPLAY BETWEEN FOLKLORE, SURVIVAL, AND RESISTANCE WITHIN
THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY.

CHARACTERS AND SETTING

THE PRIMARY CHARACTERS INCLUDE UNCLEJULIUS, THE WISE AND CUNNING NARRATOR; THE NORTHERN NARRATOR, WHO IS
CURIOUS ABOUT THE VINEYARD; AND MARS BENNETT, THE ORIGINAL OWNER OF THE LAND. THE SETTING IS A VINEYARD IN THE
AMERICAN SOUTH DURING THE POST-CIVIL W AR ERA, A REGION STILL GRAPPLING WITH THE AFTERMATH OF SLAVERY AND
RECONSTRUCTION. CHESNUTT’S VIVID DESCRIPTIONS AND USE OF DIALECT IMMERSE READERS IN THIS HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL
MILIEU.

THEMES AND SYMBOLISM

THE STORY EMPLOYS A VARIETY OF THEMES AND SYMBOLS TO EXPLORE THE LEGACY OF SLAVERY, THE POWER OF FOLKLORE,
AND THE DYNAMICS OF RACE AND POWER IN THE SOUTH. THE “GOOPHERED” GRAPEVINE ITSELF SERVES AS A RICH SYMBOL
THROUGHOUT THE NARRATIVE.

SLAVERY AND ITS AFTERMATH

THE CURSE ON THE GRAPEVINE SYMBOLIZES THE LASTING IMPACT OF SLAVERY ON BOTH THE LAND AND THE PEOPLE. |T REFLECTS
HOW ENSLAVED AFRICAN AMERICANS USED FOLKLORE AND CONJURING AS FORMS OF RESISTANCE AND PROTECTION. THE STORY
HIGHLIGHTS THE ONGOING STRUGGLE FOR AUTONOMY AND JUSTICE IN A SOCIETY STILL MARKED BY RACIAL INEQUALITY.

FoLkLore AND ORAL TRADITION

UNCLEJULIUS) STORYTELLING REPRESENTS THE IMPORTANCE OF ORAL TRADITION IN PRESERVING AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURE
AND HISTORY. THE USE OF DIALECT AND FOLKLORIC ELEMENTS ADDS AUTHENTICITY AND DEPTH TO THE NARRATIVE WHILE
EMPHASIZING THE ROLE OF STORYTELLING AS A MEANS OF SURVIVAL AND EMPOWERMENT.

RACE AND Power DYNAMICS

THE INTERACTIONS BETWEEN THE NORTHERN NARRATOR AND UNCLEJULIUS REVEAL UNDERLYING TENSIONS BETWEEN DIFFERENT
RACIAL AND REGIONAL IDENTITIES. THE STORY SUBTLY CRITIQUES THE EXPLOITATION AND MARGINALIZATION OF AFRICAN
AMERICANS, EVEN IN THE POST-SLAVERY ERA.



LITERARY STYLE AND NARRATIVE TECHNIQUES

CHARLES CHESNUTT EMPLOYS SEVERAL DISTINCTIVE LITERARY TECHNIQUES IN “THe GooPHERED GRAPEVINE” THAT CONTRIBUTE
TO ITS ENDURING APPEAL AND EFFECTIVENESS AS A WORK OF AFRICAN AMERICAN LITERATURE.

UsEe oF DIALECT

THE STORY IS NOTABLE FOR ITS USE OF AFRICAN AMERICAN VERNACULAR ENGLISH (AAVE), WHICH ADDS REALISM AND
CHARACTER TO UNCLE JULIUS® NARRATION. CHESNUTT’S CAREFUL AND RESPECTFUL USE OF DIALECT HELPS CONVEY CULTURAL
NUANCES AND PRESERVES THE ORAL STORYTELLING TRADITION.

FRAME NARRATIVE STRUCTURE

THE STORY’S FRAME NARRATIVE, FEATURING A CONVERSATION BETWEEN TWO NARRATORS, ALLOWS CHESNUTT TO PRESENT
MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES AND LAYERS OF MEANING. THIS STRUCTURE ENGAGES READERS BY JUXTAPOSING THE OUTSIDER’S
CURIOSITY WITH THE INSIDER’S INTIMATE KNOWLEDGE.

BLenD oF HUMOR AND TRAGEDY

CHESNUTT SKILLFULLY BALANCES HUMOR WITH SERIOUS SOCIAL COMMENTARY. UNCLEJULIUS) WITTY STORYTELLING PROVIDES
COMIC RELIEF WHILE SIMULTANEOUSLY EXPOSING HARSH REALITIES. THIS BLEND ENRICHES THE NARRATIVE AND DEEPENS ITS
EMOTIONAL IMPACT.

HisToricAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXT

“THe GooOPHERED GRAPEVINE” WAS PUBLISHED AT THE TURN OF THE 20TH CENTURY, A PERIOD MARKED BY INTENSE RACIAL
DISCRIMINATION AND SEGREGATION IN THE UNITED STATES. UNDERSTANDING THIS CONTEXT IS ESSENTIAL TO APPRECIATING THE
STORY’S SIGNIFICANCE AND CHESNUTT’S INTENTIONS.

PosT-CiviL W AR SoUTH

THE STORY REFLECTS THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CONDITIONS OF THE SOUTH AFTER THE CIVIL W/ AR AND DURING
RECONSTRUCTION. AFRICAN AMERICANS FACED SYSTEMIC OPPRESSION, DISENFRANCHISEMENT, AND VIOLENCE DESPITE THE
FORMAL END OF SLAVERY. THE NARRATIVE CAPTURES THESE REALITIES THROUGH ITS DEPICTION OF LAND OWNERSHIP, LABOR,
AND SUPERSTITION.

RACIAL STEREOTYPES AND LITERATURE

DURING CHESNUTT’S TIME, AFRICAN AMERICAN CHARACTERS WERE OFTEN PORTRAYED IN LITERATURE THROUGH HARMFUL
STEREOTYPES. CHESNUTT CHALLENGED THESE DEPICTIONS BY CREATING COMPLEX, DIGNIFIED CHARACTERS AND AUTHENTIC
CULTURAL REPRESENTATIONS. “THE GOOPHERED GRAPEVINE” IS AN EXAMPLE OF HIS EFFORTS TO RECLAIM AFRICAN AMERICAN
IDENTITY AND VOICE.

RoLe oF FOLKLORE IN AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES

FOLKLORE SERVED AS A VITAL MEANS OF PRESERVING HISTORY, TEACHING LESSONS, AND FOSTERING COMMUNITY AMONG
AFRICAN AMERICANS. THE STORY’S FOCUS ON CONJURE AND SUPERSTITION HIGHLIGHTS THE CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THESE
TRADITIONS.



IMPACT AND LEGACY

CHARLES CHESNUTT’S “ THE GOOPHERED GRAPEVINE” HAS HAD A LASTING IMPACT ON AMERICAN LITERATURE AND THE
REPRESENTATION OF AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURE IN THE LITERARY CANON,

INFLUENCE ON AFRICAN AMERICAN LITERATURE

THE STORY HELPED ESTABLISH CHESNUTT AS A PIONEERING AFRICAN AMERICAN AUTHOR AND INFLUENCED SUBSEQUENT
GENERATIONS OF WRITERS. HIS BLENDING OF FOLKLORE WITH SOCIAL CRITIQUE OPENED NEW AVENUES FOR EXPLORING RACE AND
IDENTITY IN LITERATURE.

RECOGNITION AND SCHOLARLY ATTENTION

OvVER TIME, “THe GOOPHERED GRAPEVINE” HAS RECEIVED INCREASING SCHOLARLY ATTENTION FOR ITS NARRATIVE COMPLEXITY
AND CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE. |T IS FREQUENTLY STUDIED IN ACADEMIC SETTINGS AS A KEY TEXT IN AFRICAN AMERICAN AND
SOUTHERN LITERATURE.

ENDURING THEMES AND RELEVANCE

THE STORY’S EXPLORATION OF RACIAL INJUSTICE, CULTURAL RESILIENCE, AND THE POWER OF STORYTELLING CONTINUES TO
RESONATE WITH CONTEMPORARY READERS. |TS THEMES REMAIN RELEVANT IN DISCUSSIONS OF HISTORY, MEMORY, AND IDENTITY
IN AMERICA.

CHARLES CHESNUTT’S BACKGROUND AND INFLUENCE

e PLOT AND CHARACTERS OF “THE GOOPHERED GRAPEVINE”
® MAJOR THEMES INCLUDING SLAVERY, FOLKLORE, AND RACE
e NARRATIVE STYLE AND USE OF DIALECT

e HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF THE POST-CIVIL W AR SOUTH

® THE STORY’S LITERARY LEGACY AND IMPACT

FREQUENTLY ASKeD QUESTIONS

WHo IS CHARLES CHESNUTT, THE AUTHOR OF ‘THE GOOPHERED GRAPEVINE'?

CHARLES CHESNUTT WAS AN AFRICAN AMERICAN WRITER, ESSAYIST, AND POLITICAL ACTIVIST KNOWN FOR HIS \WORKS
ADDRESSING RACIAL AND SOCIAL ISSUES IN POST-CIVIL W AR AMERICA. HE IS CONSIDERED A PIONEERING FIGURE IN AFRICAN
AMERICAN LITERATURE.

WHAT IS THE MAIN THEME OF ' THE GOOPHERED GRAPEVINE'?

THE MAIN THEME OF ' THE GOOPHERED GRAPEVINE' IS THE LEGACY OF SLAVERY AND ITS IMPACT ON AFRICAN AMERICAN LIVES,
PORTRAYED THROUGH FOLKLORE, SUPERSTITION, AND THE TENSION BETWEEN EXPLOITATION AND SURVIVAL.



\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ‘GOOPHERED GRAPEVINE IN THE STORY?

THE 'GOOPHERED GRAPEVINE' REFERS TO A GRAPEVINE THAT IS SUPPOSEDLY CURSED OR BEW/ITCHED (GOOPHERED) TO PREVENT
OTHERS FROM BENEFITING FROM ITS FRUIT, SYMBOLIZING THE LINGERING EFFECTS OF SLAVERY AND AFRICAN AMERICAN ORAL
TRADITIONS.

How poes CHESNUTT USE DIALECT IN ' THE GOoPHERED GRAPEVINE'?

CHESNUTT USES AFRICAN AMERICAN VERNACULAR ENGLISH <AA\/E) AND SOUTHERN DIALECTS IN THE DIALOGUE TO
AUTHENTICALLY REPRESENT THE VOICES OF AFRICAN AMERICAN CHARACTERS AND TO PRESERVE THE ORAL STORYTELLING
TRADITION.

\W/HAT NARRATIVE TECHNIQUE IS USED IN "THE GOOPHERED GRAPEVINE P

THE STORY EMPLOYS A FRAME NARRATIVE, WHERE A NORTHERN COUPLE LISTENS TO AN AFRICAN AMERICAN MAN, UNCLEJULIUSI
WHO TELLS THE TALE OF THE GOOPHERED GRAPEVINE, BLENDING FOLKLORE WITH HISTORICAL CONTEXT.

How poes ‘THE GOoPHERED GRAPEVINE' ADDRESS RACIAL TENSIONS OF ITS TIMEP

THE STORY SUBTLY CRITIQUES THE EXPLOITATION AND SUFFERING CAUSED BY SLAVERY WHILE HIGHLIGHTING AFRICAN
AMERICAN RESILIENCE AND CULTURAL IDENTITY THROUGH STORYTELLING AND FOLKLORE.

WHAT ROLE DOES FOLKLORE PLAY IN ' THE GOOPHERED GRAPEVINE'?

FOLKLORE IS CENTRAL TO THE STORY, SERVING AS A MEANS FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN CHARACTERS TO EXPLAIN AND COPE WITH
THE HARDSHIPS OF SLAVERY AND ITS AFTERMATH, AND TO PRESERVE CULTURAL HERITAGE.

WHEN WAS ‘THE GOOPHERED GRAPEVINE' FIRST PUBLISHED?

"THe GOOPHERED GRAPEVINE' WAS FIRST PUBLISHED IN 1887 AS PART OF CHARLES CHESNUTT'S COLLECTION CALLED 'THE
CoNJURE W oMAN'.

\W/HAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF UNCLE JULIUS IN THE STORY?

UNCLEJULIUS IS THE STORYTELLER WHO NARRATES THE TALE OF THE GOOPHERED GRAPEVINE, ACTING AS A CULTURAL
MEDIATOR WHO CONVEYS AFRICAN AMERICAN ORAL TRADITIONS AND HISTORY TO THE NORTHERN COUPLE AND THE READERS.

How DOES THE STORY PORTRAY THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE NORTH AND THE
SouTH?

THE STORY CONTRASTS NORTHERN CURIOSITY AND DETACHMENT WITH SOUTHERN HISTORY AND AFRICAN AMERICAN LIVED
EXPERIENCE, HIGHLIGHTING DIFFERING PERSPECTIVES ON SLAVERY AND ITS LEGACY.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THe GooPHERED GRAPEVINE AND OTHER STORIES OF THE CoLOR LINEBY CHARLES W/. CHESNUTT

THIS COLLECTION FEATURES “THE GOOPHERED GRAPEVINE,” ONE OF CHESNUTT’S MOST FAMOUS SHORT STORIES, ALONGSIDE
OTHER TALES THAT EXPLORE THEMES OF RACE, IDENTITY, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE IN THE POST-CIVIL W AR SOUTH. CHESNUTT
USES FOLKLORE, DIALECT, AND RICH CHARACTERIZATION TO DEPICT THE STRUGGLES AND RESILIENCE OF AFRICAN AMERICANS.
THE STORIES BLEND REALISM WITH SUPERNATURAL ELEMENTS TO CRITIQUE RACIAL DISCRIMINATION.

2. THE MarroW OF TRADITIONBY CHARLES W/. CHESNUTT
A POWERFUL NOVEL BY CHESNUTT THAT EXAMINES THE RACIAL TENSIONS AND VIOLENCE SURROUNDING THE 1898



WILMINGTON RACE RIOT. THE STORY INTERTWINES THE LIVES OF BLACK AND WHITE CHARACTERS, REVEALING DEEP SOCIAL
DIVISIONS AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF INJUSTICE. IT IS A CRITICAL WORK FOR UNDERSTANDING CHESNUTT’S ENGAGEMENT WITH
RACE RELATIONS AND POLITICAL ISSUES.

3. THe Conyure WoMAN AND OTHER TALES BY CHARLES W. CHESNUTT

THIS COLLECTION INCLUDES STORIES SIMILAR IN STYLE TO “THE GOOPHERED GRAPEVINE,” FOCUSING ON AFRICAN AMERICAN
FOLKLORE AND THE USE OF CONJURING AND SUPERNATURAL ELEMENTS. CHESNUTT’S STORYTELLING ILLUMINATES CULTURAL
TRADITIONS AND THE COMPLEXITIES OF AFRICAN AMERICAN LIFE DURING RECONSTRUCTION. [T IS AN ESSENTIAL COMPANION TO
“THe GooPHEReD GRAPEVINE.”

4. WinesBURG, OHIO BY SHERWOOD ANDERSON

THOUGH NOT DIRECTLY RELATED TO CHESNUTT, THIS EARLY 20TH-CENTURY SHORT STORY CYCLE SHARES THEMATIC
SIMILARITIES IN ITS EXPLORATION OF SMALL-TOWN LIFE AND THE HUMAN CONDITION. LIKE CHESNUTT, ANDERSON DELVES INTO
THE COMPLEXITIES OF IDENTITY AND SOCIAL DYNAMICS WITH A KEEN PSYCHOLOGICAL INSIGHT.

5. UNcLE REmUS: His SonGSs AND HiS SAYINGS BY JOEL CHANDLER HARRIS

THIS COLLECTION OF AFRICAN AMERICAN FOLKTALES INSPIRED MANY WRITERS, INCLUDING CHESNUTT. HARRIS’S USE OF DIALECT
AND STORYTELLING STYLE HELPED POPULARIZE THE TRADITION OF ORAL FOLKLORE, WHICH CHESNUTT ADAPTED AND CRITIQUED
IN HIS OWN WORK. |T PROVIDES IMPORTANT CONTEXT FOR UNDERSTANDING THE CULTURAL BACKDROP OF ' THE GOOPHERED
GRAPEVINE.”

6. BeLovep Y TONI MORRISON

A PULITZER PRIZE-WINNING NOVEL THAT ADDRESSES THE HAUNTING LEGACY OF SLAVERY IN AMERICA. MORRISON’S RICH
NARRATIVE AND USE OF SUPERNATURAL ELEMENTS ECHO CHESNUTT’S BLENDING OF FOLKLORE WITH SOCIAL CRITIQUE. THIS
BOOK DEEPENS THE CONVERSATION ON THE AFRICAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE AND HISTORICAL MEMORY.

7. SLAVE NARRATIVES: A FoLk HISTORY OF SLAVERY IN THE UNITED STATES FROM INTERVIEWS WITH FORMER SLAVES EDITED
BY THE FEDERAL WRITERS' PROJECT

THIS COMPILATION OFFERS FIRSTHAND ACCOUNTS OF SLAVERY, PROVIDING HISTORICAL CONTEXT THAT ENRICHES THE
UNDERSTANDING OF CHESNUTT’S WORK. THE NARRATIVES REVEAL PERSONAL EXPERIENCES SIMILAR TO THOSE DEPICTED IN
CHESNUTT’S STORIES, HIGHLIGHTING THE RESILIENCE AND HUMANITY OF ENSLAVED PEOPLE.

8. THe Known WorLD BY EDWARD P. JONES

A NOVEL THAT EXPLORES THE COMPLEXITIES OF SLAVERY THROUGH THE STORY OF A BLACK FORMER SLAVE WHO BECOMES A
SLAVE OWNER HIMSELF. JONES’S NUANCED PORTRAYAL OF RACE, POWER, AND MORALITY COMPLEMENTS THE THEMES CHESNUTT
ADDRESSES IN HIS WRITING. [T IS A CONTEMPORARY REFLECTION ON THE LEGACY OF SLAVERY.

9. RAace AND Reunion: THE Civil WAR IN AMERICAN MemorY BY DAVID W. BLIGHT

THIS HISTORICAL WORK EXAMINES HOW THE CIVIL W/ AR AND ITS AFTERMATH HAVE BEEN REMEMBERED AND INTERPRETED,
PARTICULARLY REGARDING RACE RELATIONS. BLIGHT’S ANALYSIS HELPS CONTEXTUALIZE CHESNUTT’S EFFORTS TO CHALLENGE
DOMINANT NARRATIVES AND ADVOCATE FOR RACIAL JUSTICE THROUGH LITERATURE. |T OFFERS VALUABLE INSIGHT INTO THE
SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT THAT SHAPED CHESNUTT’S STORIES.
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