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Causes of World War 1l Worksheet

World War Il was one of the most significant events in global history, reshaping international relations
and the geopolitical landscape. Understanding the causes of World War Il is crucial for comprehending
the complexities of the conflict and its aftermath. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the
key factors that contributed to the outbreak of World War Il, organized into various sections for clarity

and ease of understanding.

Introduction to the Causes of World War |l

The causes of World War |l are multifaceted and can be traced back to a combination of political,
economic, social, and ideological factors. The aftermath of World War | left Europe in a fragile state,
with unresolved tensions and grievances that would eventually lead to the second global conflict. This
section outlines the primary categories of causes that contributed to the rise of hostility and ultimately

the outbreak of war.

The Aftermath of World War |

The Treaty of Versailles, signed in 1919, marked the end of World War |, but its terms sowed the

seeds of resentment and instability in Europe. Major factors included:

1. Harsh Terms of the Treaty of Versailles

The Treaty of Versailles imposed severe reparations on Germany, which led to economic turmoil and a



sense of humiliation among the German populace. Key provisions included:

- Loss of territory (e.g., Alsace-Lorraine to France)
- Military restrictions (limited to 100,000 troops)

- Payment of reparations amounting to billions of dollars

These punitive measures fueled nationalist sentiments and a desire for revenge, setting the stage for

future conflict.

2. Economic Hardships

The economic consequences of the Great Depression, which began in 1929, exacerbated the
instability in Europe. Countries faced high unemployment, inflation, and social unrest. Key points

include:
- Widespread poverty and unemployment in Germany
- The collapse of international trade and economic interdependence

- The rise of extremist political movements, including fascism and Nazism

These economic difficulties made extremist ideologies more appealing, leading to a surge in support

for totalitarian regimes.

The Rise of Totalitarian Regimes

In the interwar period, several nations experienced the rise of totalitarian regimes that sought to

expand their influence and territory. Notable regimes included:



1. Nazi Germany

Under Adolf Hitler, the Nazi Party capitalized on economic woes and national discontent. Key elements

of Nazi ideology included:

- Aryan supremacy and anti-Semitism

- Militarism and expansionist goals (Lebensraum)

- Rejection of the Treaty of Versailles

Hitler's aggressive foreign policy aimed at revising the post-World War | order and reclaiming lost

territories.

2. Fascist Italy

Benito Mussolini’s Fascist regime in Italy pursued expansionist ambitions, seeking to restore Italy’s

former glory. Key points include:
- Conquest of Ethiopia in 1935
- Support for Spanish Nationalists during the Spanish Civil War

- Alliances with Nazi Germany, culminating in the Rome-Berlin Axis

Mussolini’s ambitions contributed to the destabilization of Europe.

3. Imperial Japan

Japan, seeking to expand its empire in Asia, adopted militaristic and aggressive policies. Key factors

included:



- Invasion of Manchuria in 1931
- Expansion into China, leading to the Second Sino-Japanese War

- A desire for natural resources and markets

Japan's expansionism was driven by a combination of nationalism and economic necessity.

Failure of the League of Nations

The League of Nations was established after World War | to promote peace and prevent future

conflicts. However, it proved ineffective for several reasons:

1. Lack of Enforcement Mechanisms

The League lacked the power to enforce its resolutions, leading to failures in addressing aggression.

For example:

- The League's inability to stop Japan's invasion of Manchuria

- Failure to respond effectively to Italy's aggression in Ethiopia

These failures undermined the League's credibility and emboldened aggressive states.

2. Major Powers Not Involved

Not all major powers were members of the League, which weakened its authority. Notably:

- The United States never joined, diminishing the League's strength

- The Soviet Union was initially excluded and only joined later



The absence of key players limited the League's ability to maintain peace.

Expansionist Policies and Aggression

As tensions mounted, several nations adopted aggressive foreign policies, leading to conflict.

1. German Aggression

Germany's actions under Hitler included:
- Remilitarization of the Rhineland (1936)
- Annexation of Austria (Anschluss) in 1938

- The Munich Agreement, where Britain and France allowed the annexation of Sudetenland

Each act of aggression went unchecked, encouraging further expansion.

2. Italian Aggression

Italy's military campaigns included:

- Invasion of Ethiopia (1935)

- Expansion into Albania (1939)

These aggressive moves demonstrated the failure of appeasement policies and the inability of the

League to counteract aggression.



3. Japanese Expansionism

Japan pursued its imperial ambitions through:

- The invasion of Manchuria (1931)

- Full-scale war against China (1937)

Japan's actions in Asia further destabilized the region and contributed to the broader conflict.

Policy of Appeasement

The policy of appeasement, primarily associated with British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain,

aimed to maintain peace by conceding to some of Hitler's demands. Key points include:

- The Munich Agreement (1938), which allowed Nazi Germany to annex the Sudetenland

- A belief that satisfying Hitler's ambitions would prevent a larger conflict

However, this strategy ultimately failed, as Hitler continued to pursue territorial expansion.

Immediate Causes of World War Ii

The culmination of these factors led directly to the outbreak of World War Il. Key events included:

1. Invasion of Poland (1939)

Germany's invasion of Poland on September 1, 1939, marked the official start of World War II. This



invasion prompted:

- Britain and France to declare war on Germany

- The implementation of the Blitzkrieg strategy, showcasing Germany's military prowess

2. Non-Aggression Pact between Germany and the Soviet Union

The Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, signed in August 1939, was a significant factor in the lead-up to the war,

allowing Germany to invade Poland without fear of Soviet intervention. Key aspects included:

- Secret protocols dividing Eastern Europe between the two powers

- The assurance of mutual non-aggression, facilitating further German expansion

Conclusion

The causes of World War Il are complex and interwoven, stemming from the unresolved issues of
World War [, the rise of totalitarian regimes, economic instability, and aggressive expansionist policies.
The failure of international organizations like the League of Nations and the policy of appeasement
further exacerbated tensions. The culmination of these factors led to a devastating global conflict that
would reshape the world order and leave a lasting legacy on future international relations.

Understanding these causes is essential for learning from history and preventing future conflicts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main political causes of World War 112

The main political causes included the rise of totalitarian regimes in Germany, Italy, and Japan, the



failure of the Treaty of Versailles, and the policy of appeasement adopted by Western democracies.

How did economic factors contribute to the outbreak of World War 11?

The Great Depression severely affected economies worldwide, leading to political instability and the
rise of extremist parties, particularly in Germany where economic hardship fueled resentment and

nationalism.

What role did the Treaty of Versailles play in causing World War 11?

The Treaty of Versailles imposed harsh penalties and reparations on Germany after World War |,
creating economic hardship and a sense of humiliation that contributed to the rise of Adolf Hitler and

militaristic ideologies.

What was the significance of the Munich Agreement in the context of

World War 11?2

The Munich Agreement of 1938 allowed Nazi Germany to annex parts of Czechoslovakia, exemplifying

the policy of appeasement and emboldening Hitler to pursue further territorial expansion.

How did the expansionist policies of Japan contribute to the war's
outbreak?

Japan's aggressive expansion in Asia, particularly the invasion of Manchuria in 1931 and subsequent
military campaigns in China, demonstrated its desire for imperial dominance, leading to tensions with

Western powers.

What impact did the failure of the League of Nations have on the lead-

up to World War 11?

The League of Nations failed to enforce collective security and prevent aggression by member states,

leading to unchecked military expansion by countries like Italy, Germany, and Japan, contributing to



the war's outbreak.

In what ways did the ideology of fascism contribute to the causes of

World War 112

Fascism promoted aggressive nationalism and militarism, leading to the pursuit of expansionist policies

by fascist leaders like Mussolini and Hitler, which directly contributed to the conflict in Europe.

What was the impact of the Non-Aggression Pact between Germany
and the Soviet Union?

The Non-Aggression Pact of 1939 allowed Germany to invade Poland without fear of Soviet
intervention, directly triggering the start of World War Il as Britain and France declared war on

Germany shortly thereafter.

How did the failure of appeasement lead to World War 112

The failure of appeasement, particularly in response to Hitler's aggression, ultimately emboldened him
to continue his expansionist policies, leading to the invasion of Poland and the subsequent outbreak of

war.

What role did propaganda play in shaping public opinion prior to World

War 11?2

Propaganda was used by totalitarian regimes to promote nationalist and militaristic ideologies,
demonize perceived enemies, and justify aggressive actions, significantly influencing public support for

the war.
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