center for strategic and international studies
internship

Center for Strategic and International Studies Internship opportunities provide aspiring
professionals with invaluable experience in the fields of international relations, public policy, and
strategic analysis. Situated in Washington, D.C., the Center for Strategic and International Studies
(CSIS) is a renowned think tank that plays a crucial role in shaping policy through its research and
strategic insights. Interning at CSIS equips students and recent graduates with the skills and
knowledge needed to thrive in a competitive job market. This article will delve into the various
aspects of the CSIS internship program, including its application process, benefits, and tips for
success.

About the Center for Strategic and International
Studies (CSIS)

Founded in 1962, the Center for Strategic and International Studies is a bipartisan, nonprofit
organization that conducts research and analysis on global issues. CSIS addresses a wide range of
topics, including:

International security
e Economic policy

Global health

Energy and sustainability

e Technology and cybersecurity

CSIS is known for its rigorous research methodology, conducting in-depth analyses that inform
policymakers, scholars, and the public about pressing global challenges. This makes it an ideal
environment for interns looking to gain hands-on experience in research, policy analysis, and
strategic communication.

Internship Opportunities at CSIS

CSIS offers a variety of internship roles that cater to different interests and skill sets. These
internships provide students and recent graduates with the chance to work alongside experts in
their fields while gaining practical experience. The types of internships available include:



Research Internships

Research interns assist scholars in gathering data, analyzing trends, and preparing reports on
various international issues. Responsibilities may include:

e Conducting literature reviews
e Summarizing findings from primary and secondary sources

e Assisting in the preparation of publications and presentations

Communications Internships

Communications interns support CSIS's outreach efforts by helping to create content that
disseminates research findings and policy recommendations. Tasks may involve:

e Writing blog posts and articles
e Managing social media accounts

e Assisting in event planning and logistics

Policy Internships

Policy interns work closely with teams focused on specific issues, contributing to the development of
strategies and recommendations. Responsibilities for policy interns might include:

e Participating in meetings and discussions
e Assisting in drafting policy briefs

e Engaging with stakeholders and conducting outreach

Application Process for CSIS Internships

Applying for an internship at CSIS is a straightforward process, but it requires careful attention to



detail and a strong application. Here’s a step-by-step guide on how to apply:

1. Research Available Positions

Visit the CSIS website to find current internship opportunities. Each position will have specific
requirements, so it’s essential to identify the roles that align with your interests and qualifications.

2. Prepare Your Application Materials
The application typically requires:
e A resume highlighting relevant experience and skills

¢ A cover letter tailored to the specific internship

e Transcripts or proof of relevant coursework (if applicable)

Your cover letter should clearly express your interest in the position, your understanding of CSIS's
mission, and how your background makes you a suitable candidate.

3. Submit Your Application

Follow the instructions provided in the internship posting to submit your application. Make sure to
adhere to any deadlines and format requirements.

4. Prepare for Interviews
If selected for an interview, prepare by:
e Researching CSIS’s recent publications and projects

e Practicing common interview questions

e Being ready to discuss your interests and how they align with CSIS’s work



Benefits of Interning at CSIS

Interning at the Center for Strategic and International Studies comes with numerous benefits that
can significantly impact your career trajectory. Some of these advantages include:

1. Networking Opportunities

Interns at CSIS have the chance to connect with influential professionals in the field of international
relations. The relationships formed during your internship can lead to mentorship, job
recommendations, and future career opportunities.

2. Skill Development
Interns gain practical skills that are highly sought after in the job market. These include:
e Research and analytical skills

e Writing and communication skills

e Project management and organizational skills

3. Exposure to Real-World Issues

Working at CSIS allows interns to engage with current global challenges and understand the
complexities of policy-making. This exposure is invaluable for those looking to pursue careers in
government, non-profits, or academia.

4, Potential for Future Employment

Many interns are considered for full-time positions after their internships end. Demonstrating your
capabilities, work ethic, and commitment during your internship can lead to job offers or
recommendations for other positions.

Tips for a Successful Internship Experience

To make the most of your time at CSIS, consider the following tips:



1. Be Proactive

Take the initiative to seek out projects and tasks. Show your willingness to contribute and learn by
asking questions and volunteering for additional responsibilities.

2. Build Relationships

Network with your colleagues and fellow interns. Attend events, engage in discussions, and don’t
hesitate to reach out to professionals for advice or mentorship.

3. Stay Informed

Keep up with current events and trends in international relations. This knowledge will enhance your
contributions and discussions during meetings and projects.

4. Seek Feedback

Ask for feedback on your work from supervisors and peers. Constructive criticism can help you
improve and develop your skills, ensuring you make the most of your internship experience.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Center for Strategic and International Studies internship program offers a
unique opportunity for students and recent graduates to gain hands-on experience in a world-
renowned think tank. With various roles available, a structured application process, and numerous
benefits, interning at CSIS can be a transformative step in your professional journey. By following
the tips provided, you can maximize your internship experience and set yourself up for a successful
career in international relations and policy analysis.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Center for Strategic and International Studies
(CSIS)?

CSIS is a bipartisan think tank based in Washington, D.C., focused on providing strategic insights
and policy solutions to decision-makers in government, business, and civil society.



What types of internships are available at CSIS?

CSIS offers various internships across different programs, including international security, economic
policy, global health, and more, catering to a wide range of academic backgrounds.

What qualifications are required to apply for an internship at
CSIS?

Internship applicants typically need to be enrolled in a degree program or have recently graduated,
with a strong academic record and interest in international relations, public policy, or related fields.

How can I apply for an internship at CSIS?

Applications for CSIS internships can be submitted through their official website, where candidates
must provide a resume, cover letter, and any required documents.

Are CSIS internships paid or unpaid?

CSIS offers both paid and unpaid internships, with specific terms depending on the program and the
availability of funding.

What skills can I gain from an internship at CSIS?

Interns at CSIS can develop research, analytical, and communication skills, as well as gain valuable
insights into policy-making processes and international affairs.

What is the duration of CSIS internships?

Internship durations at CSIS typically range from 10 to 12 weeks, with full-time and part-time
options available depending on the program.

Is there a specific time frame for applying for CSIS
internships?

CSIS generally has application cycles for summer, fall, and spring internships, with deadlines
varying by program; it's best to check their website for specific dates.

What kind of projects do interns work on at CSIS?

Interns at CSIS may assist in research projects, attend and report on events, support publications,
and engage in team discussions related to ongoing policy analysis and development.
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