celtics number 9 history

Celtics number 9 history is a rich tapestry woven with stories of skill, determination, and
unforgettable moments. The Boston Celtics, one of the most storied franchises in the history of
professional basketball, have seen numerous players don the iconic green and white jersey. Among
them, the players who have worn the number 9 jersey have made significant impacts on the team's
legacy. This article delves into the history of the Celtics' number 9, highlighting key players,
memorable moments, and the contributions that have defined this jersey number over the years.

Key Players Who Wore Number 9

The number 9 has been worn by several notable players throughout the history of the Boston Celtics.
Each of these athletes brought their own unique style and contributions to the team, helping to shape
the franchise's identity.

1. Bob Cousy

Bob Cousy, often referred to as "Cooz," is perhaps the most famous player to wear the number 9 for
the Celtics. He played for the Celtics from 1950 to 1963 and is widely regarded as one of the greatest
point guards in NBA history.

- Career Highlights:

- 6x NBA Champion (1957, 1959-1963)

- 13x NBA All-Star

- NBA MVP in 1957

- Inducted into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in 1971

Cousy revolutionized the point guard position with his exceptional ball-handling skills and court vision.
He was instrumental in the Celtics' dominance during the 1950s and early 1960s, leading the team to
six championships and earning a reputation as one of the game's first true superstars.

2. K.C. Jones

Another significant figure in the history of the number 9 jersey is K.C. Jones. He played for the Celtics
from 1958 to 1967, and his contributions were vital to the team's success during that era.

- Career Highlights:

- 8x NBA Champion (1959-1966)

- 2x NBA All-Star

- Inducted into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in 1989

Jones was known for his defensive prowess and ability to facilitate the game. He played alongside
Cousy and later became a successful coach, leading the Celtics to additional championships in the
1980s.



3. Dennis Johnson

Dennis Johnson, who wore number 9 from 1983 to 1990, played a crucial role in the Celtics' success
during the 1980s, a time marked by fierce rivalries and intense competition.

- Career Highlights:

- 3x NBA Champion (1984, 1986)

- 2x NBA All-Star

- NBA Finals MVP in 1979 (with the Seattle SuperSonics)

- Inducted into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in 2010

Johnson was known for his clutch performances and defensive tenacity. He was a key player in the
Celtics' championship runs and is remembered for his standout performances in the NBA Finals.

4. Current Players

In recent years, the number 9 jersey has continued to be a symbol of excellence. Current players who
have donned the number include:

- Isaiah Thomas (2015-2017): Known for his scoring ability and leadership, Thomas became a fan
favorite during his time with the Celtics, leading the team to the playoffs and earning multiple All-Star
selections.

- Marcus Smart (2014-present): A key player for the Celtics, Smart is known for his defensive skills,
hustle, and leadership on and off the court.

Each of these players has contributed to the Celtics' legacy, continuing the tradition of excellence
associated with the number 9.

Memorable Moments in Celtics Number 9 History

The history of the Celtics' number 9 is not just about individual players; it is also filled with memorable
moments that have become etched in the franchise's lore.

1. Bob Cousy's Legendary Pass

One of the most iconic moments in Celtics history occurred during the 1956-57 season when Cousy
made an incredible behind-the-back pass in a game against the New York Knicks. This play is still
celebrated as one of the greatest assists in NBA history and exemplified Cousy's creativity and skill.

2. K.C. Jones' Defensive Masterclass

In Game 7 of the 1969 NBA Finals against the Los Angeles Lakers, K.C. Jones showcased his defensive



prowess, helping to secure the championship for the Celtics. His ability to shut down opposing players
in crucial moments was a hallmark of his career, and this game remains a testament to his impact.

3. Dennis Johnson's Clutch Performance

During Game 5 of the 1984 NBA Finals, Dennis Johnson made a game-winning layup against the
Lakers, solidifying his legacy as a clutch performer. His ability to deliver under pressure helped the
Celtics win the championship that year, and this moment is fondly remembered by fans.

The Legacy of Number 9 in Celtics History

The number 9 jersey is more than just a number for the Boston Celtics; it represents a legacy of
excellence, leadership, and championship success. Each player who has worn the number has
contributed to the team's storied history and has left an indelible mark on the franchise.

1. Symbol of Leadership

Throughout history, the players who wore number 9 have often been leaders on and off the court.
From Cousy's playmaking ability to Thomas's scoring and Smart's defensive leadership, this number
has been associated with those who have guided their teammates and inspired future generations.

2. A Culture of Winning

The players who have donned the number 9 have been part of a culture that values winning. With
numerous championships and playoff appearances, the number 9 has become synonymous with
success and has contributed to the Celtics' reputation as one of the greatest franchises in sports
history.

3. Inspiration for Future Generations

As the Celtics continue to build for the future, the legacy of number 9 serves as an inspiration for
young players aspiring to wear the green and white. The history of this jersey embodies the values of
hard work, perseverance, and dedication—qualities that every aspiring basketball player should strive
to emulate.

Conclusion

In summary, the Celtics number 9 history is a compelling narrative filled with remarkable players,
unforgettable moments, and a legacy of excellence. From the legendary Bob Cousy to the current



stars wearing the number, each athlete has played a key role in shaping the Celtics' identity. The
number 9 represents more than just a jersey; it symbolizes leadership, a winning culture, and the
spirit of the Boston Celtics. As the franchise looks to the future, the legacy of number 9 will
undoubtedly continue to inspire and resonate within the hearts of fans and players alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first player to wear the number 9 jersey for the
Boston Celtics?

The first player to wear the number 9 jersey for the Boston Celtics was Jim Loscutoff, who played for
the team from 1955 to 1964.

What notable achievements did Bob Cousy accomplish while
wearing number 9 for the Celtics?

Bob Cousy, who wore number 9 from 1950 to 1963, was a 6-time NBA champion and a 13-time All-
Star, known for revolutionizing the point guard position.

How did the Celtics honor the legacy of number 9 after Bob
Cousy?

The Celtics retired the number 9 jersey in honor of Bob Cousy in 1963, recognizing his significant
contributions to the franchise and the game of basketball.

Which current player wears number 9 for the Boston Celtics
and what is his impact on the team?

As of the 2023 season, the current player wearing number 9 for the Boston Celtics is Derrick White,
who has made a significant impact as a key contributor on both offense and defense.

What are some memorable moments associated with the
number 9 jersey in Celtics history?

Memorable moments include Bob Cousy's iconic no-look passes, Jim Loscutoff's rugged defense
during the Celtics' dynasty years, and Derrick White's clutch performances in recent playoff games.

What is the significance of the number 9 in the context of
Celtics' culture and history?

The number 9 holds a special place in Celtics culture, symbolizing excellence and leadership, largely
due to the legendary performances of players like Bob Cousy and the legacy they left behind.
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