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The Certified Health Data Analyst (CHDA) credential is a valuable asset for professionals in the
healthcare field. As healthcare organizations increasingly rely on data to inform decisions and
improve patient outcomes, the demand for qualified health data analysts continues to grow. This
study guide provides an overview of the CHDA certification process, key topics covered in the exam,
and effective strategies for preparation.

Understanding the CHDA Certification

The CHDA credential is offered by the American Health Information Management Association (AHIMA).
This certification signifies that an individual possesses the skills necessary for the management and
analysis of health data. It is designed for professionals who are responsible for healthcare data
management, analytics, and reporting.

Eligibility Requirements

To be eligible for the CHDA exam, candidates must meet certain prerequisites:

1. Educational Background: A minimum of a bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution is
required. While a degree in health information management, statistics, or a related field is preferred,
candidates can come from various educational backgrounds.

2. Professional Experience: Candidates must have at least two years of work experience in health
data analysis or a related role. This experience should include data management, analysis, and
reporting.

3. AHIMA Membership: While not mandatory, becoming a member of AHIMA can provide valuable
resources and networking opportunities that may enhance the chances of success.

Key Topics Covered in the CHDA Exam

The CHDA exam assesses knowledge across several critical areas related to health data analysis.
Understanding these topics is essential for effective preparation.

1. Data Management

Data management is a foundational aspect of health data analysis. Candidates should be familiar
with:

- Data governance and data quality principles.



- Methods for data collection, storage, and retrieval.
- Data privacy and security regulations, including HIPAA compliance.

2. Data Analytics

Data analytics encompasses the tools and techniques used to interpret and utilize health data
effectively. Key knowledge areas include:

- Statistical methods for data analysis.

- Predictive analytics and modeling.
- Use of business intelligence tools and software, such as Tableau or SQL.

3. Reporting and Visualization

Effective reporting and data visualization are crucial for communicating findings to stakeholders.
Candidates should understand:

- Best practices in creating reports that meet the needs of various audiences.

- Techniques for data visualization, including the use of charts, graphs, and dashboards.
- The importance of storytelling in data presentation.

4. Healthcare Regulations and Compliance

A thorough understanding of healthcare regulations is necessary for data analysts. This includes:
- Knowledge of federal and state laws governing health information.
- Familiarity with standards such as ICD-10 (International Classification of Diseases) and CPT (Current

Procedural Terminology).
- Understanding the implications of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) on health data reporting.

5. Health Informatics

Health informatics plays a pivotal role in the field of health data analysis. Key areas to study include:

- Electronic health records (EHRs) and their impact on data management.
- Health information exchange (HIE) and interoperability challenges.
- Emerging technologies in health data, such as artificial intelligence and machine learning.

Preparation Strategies for the CHDA Exam

Preparing for the CHDA exam requires a strategic approach. Here are some effective study strategies



to consider:

1. Gather Relevant Study Materials

Collect a variety of study materials, including:

- AHIMA's CHDA Study Guide: This official guide provides an overview of the exam content and
sample questions.

- Textbooks: Refer to textbooks covering health data management, analytics, and informatics.

- Online Resources: Utilize online courses, webinars, and articles related to health data analysis.

2. Create a Study Schedule

Establishing a study schedule can help organize your preparation. Consider the following steps:

- Assess Your Timeline: Determine how much time you have before the exam and allocate specific
study periods.

- Break Down Topics: Divide the key topics into manageable sections and set goals for completing
each.

- Review Regularly: Schedule regular reviews to reinforce your understanding of the material.

3. Join a Study Group

Engaging with peers can enhance the learning experience. Consider forming or joining a study group
to:

- Share resources and study materials.

- Discuss challenging topics and clarify doubts.
- Participate in practice quizzes and mock exams.

4. Practice with Sample Questions

Familiarizing yourself with the exam format is critical. Utilize sample questions to:
- Understand the types of questions that will appear on the exam.

- l[dentify areas where you may need additional review.
- Build confidence in your test-taking abilities.

5. Take Care of Your Well-being

Maintaining physical and mental well-being is essential during the study process. Consider the
following tips:



- Prioritize Sleep: Ensure you are well-rested, especially before the exam.
- Stay Active: Incorporate physical activity into your routine to reduce stress and improve focus.
- Practice Mindfulness: Techniques such as meditation or deep breathing can help manage anxiety.

Conclusion

The CHDA certification is a significant milestone for professionals in health data analysis, offering
numerous career opportunities and the chance to make a meaningful impact on healthcare. By
understanding the key topics covered in the exam and employing effective study strategies,
candidates can enhance their likelihood of success. With careful preparation, dedication, and the right
resources, aspiring health data analysts can confidently approach the CHDA exam and advance their
careers in this dynamic field.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Certified Health Data Analyst (CHDA)?

A Certified Health Data Analyst (CHDA) is a professional credential offered by the American Health
Information Management Association (AHIMA) that validates a person's skills in health data analysis,
including data management, statistical analysis, and interpretation of health data.

What topics are covered in the CHDA study guide?

The CHDA study guide typically covers topics such as data management, healthcare statistics, data
governance, health informatics, data visualization, and analytical techniques used in health data
analysis.

How can | prepare effectively for the CHDA exam using the
study guide?

To prepare effectively for the CHDA exam, it's recommended to review the study guide thoroughly,
take practice exams, join study groups, and utilize additional resources such as online courses and
webinars focused on health data analysis.

Are there any prerequisites for taking the CHDA exam?

While there are no strict prerequisites, it is recommended that candidates have a background in
health data management, health information technology, or a related field, along with relevant work
experience in health data analysis.

How long is the CHDA certification valid, and how can |
maintain it?

The CHDA certification is valid for two years. To maintain it, certified professionals must complete



continuing education requirements and pay a renewal fee, demonstrating their ongoing commitment
to the field.

Where can | find the official CHDA study guide?

The official CHDA study guide can be found on the American Health Information Management
Association (AHIMA) website or through authorized educational vendors that offer resources for health
data professionals.
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