chattahoochee tech physical therapy
assistant

Chattahoochee Tech Physical Therapy Assistant programs are gaining popularity
as individuals seek fulfilling careers in the healthcare field. Located in
the heart of Georgia, Chattahoochee Technical College offers a well-rounded,
comprehensive training program for aspiring physical therapy assistants
(PTAs). The demand for healthcare professionals, particularly PTAs, continues
to rise, making this an ideal time to explore the educational opportunities
and career pathways available through Chattahoochee Tech.

Overview of the Physical Therapy Assistant Role

Physical therapy assistants play a crucial role in the rehabilitation
process, working under the supervision of licensed physical therapists (PTs).
Their primary responsibilities include:

e Assisting patients with exercises and therapeutic treatments

e Monitoring patient progress and reporting changes to the supervising PT

e Educating patients and their families about treatment plans and
exercises

e Maintaining equipment and ensuring a safe treatment environment

The work of PTAs is essential in helping patients regain mobility, reduce
pain, and improve their overall quality of life. As healthcare continues to
evolve, the need for skilled PTAs has become more pronounced.

Chattahoochee Tech Physical Therapy Assistant
Program Details

The PTA program at Chattahoochee Technical College is designed to provide
students with both theoretical knowledge and hands-on experience. Here are
some key components of the program:



Program Structure

The PTA program typically consists of:

1. General Education Courses: These foundational courses cover subjects
such as biology, anatomy, and psychology, which are critical for
understanding patient care.

2. Core PTA Courses: These specialized courses focus on physical therapy
principles, techniques, and practices, preparing students for direct
patient care.

3. Clinical Experience: Students participate in clinical rotations,

allowing them to apply their knowledge in real-world settings under the
supervision of licensed professionals.

Length of the Program

The program usually spans approximately two years, culminating in an
Associate of Applied Science degree in Physical Therapy Assisting. This
timeframe allows students to gain the comprehensive training required to
excel in their future careers.

Accreditation

Chattahoochee Technical College's PTA program is accredited by the Commission
on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE). Accreditation ensures
that the program meets high educational standards, which is crucial for
students seeking licensure and employment after graduation.

Admissions Process

To apply for the physical therapy assistant program at Chattahoochee Tech,
prospective students must follow specific steps:

e Complete an application for admission to Chattahoochee Technical
College.
e Submit official high school transcripts or GED scores.

e Provide proof of completion of prerequisite courses, which may include



biology and anatomy.

e Take the Accuplacer assessment or submit standardized test scores
(ACT/SAT) if required.

e Attend an information session to learn more about the program and career
opportunities.

Meeting these requirements is essential for securing a spot in the highly
competitive PTA program.

Career Opportunities for Graduates

Graduates of the Chattahoochee Tech PTA program can find employment in
various healthcare settings, including:

Hospitals

OQutpatient clinics

Rehabilitation centers

Nursing homes

Home health agencies

The versatility of the PTA career ensures that graduates can find positions
that align with their interests and professional goals.

Licensure and Certification

After completing the PTA program, graduates must pass the National Physical
Therapy Examination (NPTE) to obtain licensure. Each state has its licensing
requirements, so it’'s vital for graduates to familiarize themselves with
their specific state regulations.

Benefits of Attending Chattahoochee Tech

Choosing Chattahoochee Technical College for PTA training comes with numerous
advantages:



e Experienced Faculty: The program is led by qualified instructors with
extensive experience in physical therapy, providing valuable insights
and mentorship.

e Hands-0On Learning: The curriculum emphasizes practical experience,
ensuring students are well-prepared for real-world challenges.

* Networking Opportunities: Students have access to a network of
healthcare professionals, which can be beneficial for job placements and
internships.

e Supportive Environment: The college offers resources such as tutoring
and counseling, helping students succeed academically and personally.

Financial Aid and Scholarships

Chattahoochee Technical College offers various financial aid options to
assist students in funding their education. Some of these options include:

e Federal Pell Grants
e State scholarships
e Work-study programs

e Private scholarships

Students are encouraged to complete the Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) to explore available financial assistance.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Chattahoochee Tech Physical Therapy Assistant program
provides a robust educational foundation for those pursuing a career in
physical therapy. With a strong emphasis on both theoretical knowledge and
hands-on experience, students are well-equipped to meet the demands of this
rewarding profession. With a growing job market and a variety of career paths
available, becoming a PTA through Chattahoochee Technical College is an
excellent choice for aspiring healthcare professionals. Whether you are just
starting your career journey or looking to make a change, Chattahoochee Tech
offers the training and support you need to succeed in the field of physical



therapy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What programs does Chattahoochee Tech offer for
aspiring Physical Therapy Assistants?

Chattahoochee Tech offers an Associate of Applied Science degree in Physical
Therapy Assistant, which includes both classroom instruction and hands-on
clinical experience.

What are the admission requirements for the Physical
Therapy Assistant program at Chattahoochee Tech?

Admission requirements typically include a high school diploma or GED,
completion of prerequisite courses, a minimum GPA, and a background check.

How long does it take to complete the Physical
Therapy Assistant program at Chattahoochee Tech?

The Physical Therapy Assistant program can typically be completed in about
two years of full-time study.

What type of clinical experience do students gain in
the Physical Therapy Assistant program?

Students gain hands-on clinical experience through supervised internships in
various healthcare settings, including hospitals, outpatient clinics, and
rehabilitation centers.

What skills are emphasized in the Physical Therapy
Assistant program at Chattahoochee Tech?

The program emphasizes patient care skills, communication, teamwork, and
technical skills related to physical therapy modalities and exercises.

Are there job placement services available for
graduates of the Physical Therapy Assistant program?

Yes, Chattahoochee Tech provides job placement services and resources to help
graduates find employment in the physical therapy field.



What is the job outlook for Physical Therapy
Assistants in Georgia?

The job outlook for Physical Therapy Assistants in Georgia is positive, with
an expected growth rate due to the increasing demand for rehabilitation
services.

Is financial aid available for students in the
Physical Therapy Assistant program at Chattahoochee
Tech?

Yes, financial aid options, including scholarships, grants, and loans, are
available for eligible students in the Physical Therapy Assistant program.
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