
cfa exam level 2
CFA Exam Level 2 is a significant step in the journey to becoming a Chartered Financial
Analyst (CFA). This level of the CFA program is known for its complexity and depth,
building upon the foundational knowledge acquired in Level 1. Candidates are required to
master a range of topics related to investment analysis and portfolio management. This
article provides an in-depth overview of the CFA Exam Level 2, including its structure,
content, preparation strategies, and tips for success.

Understanding the CFA Exam Level 2 Structure

The CFA Exam Level 2 is distinct from Level 1 in its focus and format. While Level 1
primarily tests basic knowledge and comprehension, Level 2 delves deeper into analytical
skills and the application of investment principles.

Exam Format

- Number of Questions: The Level 2 exam consists of 88 multiple-choice questions, divided
into two sessions. Each session contains 44 questions.
- Item Set Format: Unlike Level 1, which has standalone questions, Level 2 features item
sets, which are mini-cases that include a vignette followed by several multiple-choice
questions. Candidates must read the vignette and apply their knowledge to answer the
questions.
- Duration: Each session lasts 135 minutes, providing candidates with a total of 4.5 hours
to complete the exam.

Topics Covered

The CFA Exam Level 2 covers a wide range of topics within the investment field. These
topics are categorized into different study sessions. Here is a list of the primary topics:

1. Ethics and Professional Standards
2. Quantitative Methods
3. Economics
4. Financial Reporting and Analysis
5. Corporate Finance
6. Equity Investments
7. Fixed Income
8. Derivatives
9. Alternative Investments
10. Portfolio Management and Wealth Planning

Each topic is weighted differently, which means that some areas carry more importance



than others in terms of exam difficulty and scoring.

Preparation Strategies for CFA Exam Level 2

Preparing for the CFA Exam Level 2 requires a well-structured study plan and a
commitment to understanding complex financial concepts. Here are effective strategies to
help candidates prepare:

1. Create a Study Plan

- Timeline: Allocate at least 300 hours of study time over a period of 4-6 months.
- Daily Goals: Break down your study sessions into manageable daily goals. Aim for
consistency rather than cramming.
- Review Schedule: Include regular review sessions in your study plan to reinforce
knowledge retention.

2. Utilize CFA Institute Materials

- Curriculum Textbooks: The CFA Institute provides comprehensive curriculum books that
cover all the exam topics. These should be your primary study material.
- Practice Questions: Make use of the practice questions and mock exams available
through the CFA Institute to familiarize yourself with the exam format.

3. Supplement with Third-Party Resources

- Study Guides and Videos: Consider using study guides from reputable providers like
Kaplan Schweser or Wiley. Video lectures can also aid in understanding complex topics.
- Online Forums and Study Groups: Engage with fellow candidates through online forums
such as AnalystForum or Reddit. Study groups can help clarify difficult concepts and
provide motivation.

4. Focus on Conceptual Understanding

- Deep Dive into Item Sets: Since the exam features item sets, practice interpreting and
analyzing the information presented in vignettes.
- Link Concepts: Understand how different topics interrelate, especially in areas like
financial reporting and corporate finance.



5. Practice Time Management

- Timed Mock Exams: Take full-length mock exams under timed conditions to simulate the
exam environment. This practice will help improve your pacing during the actual test.
- Review Performance: Analyze your performance on practice exams to identify strengths
and weaknesses, allowing for targeted revision.

Tips for Success on CFA Exam Level 2

As the CFA Exam Level 2 approaches, candidates should incorporate several tips to
enhance their chances of success.

1. Master Ethics

Ethics is a critical component of the CFA program. A solid understanding of ethical
principles can significantly impact your overall score since ethics questions are included in
both sections of the exam.

- Study the Code of Ethics: Familiarize yourself with the CFA Institute's Code of Ethics and
Standards of Professional Conduct.
- Practice Ethical Scenarios: Work through practice questions that involve ethical
dilemmas to build confidence.

2. Develop Strong Analytical Skills

The CFA Exam Level 2 requires candidates to apply their analytical skills to solve complex
problems.

- Case Studies: Engage with case studies that require analytical thinking and decision-
making.
- Real-World Applications: Apply theoretical knowledge to real-world scenarios to better
understand practical applications.

3. Prioritize High-Weight Topics

Some topics in the CFA Exam Level 2 carry more weight than others. Focus on these high-
weight topics to optimize your study time.

- Financial Reporting and Analysis: This topic often has a significant weight and is critical
for many investment roles.
- Equity and Fixed Income Investments: Understanding these areas is crucial for
investment analysis and portfolio management.



4. Stay Healthy and Manage Stress

Maintaining physical and mental well-being is essential during the preparation phase.

- Regular Exercise: Incorporate physical activity into your routine to reduce stress and
enhance concentration.
- Balanced Diet: Eat nutritious meals to support cognitive function and energy levels.
- Mindfulness and Breaks: Practice mindfulness techniques and take regular breaks to
avoid burnout.

Conclusion

The CFA Exam Level 2 is a challenging yet rewarding endeavor for aspiring financial
professionals. With its focus on analytical skills and investment principles, it requires
thorough preparation, strong conceptual understanding, and effective time management.
By following structured study strategies, utilizing multiple resources, and prioritizing
health and well-being, candidates can enhance their chances of passing the exam and
advancing in their careers. Success in Level 2 is a crucial milestone on the road to
becoming a CFA charterholder, opening doors to a wealth of opportunities in the finance
and investment sectors.

Frequently Asked Questions

What topics are covered in the CFA Level 2 exam?
The CFA Level 2 exam covers topics such as Financial Reporting and Analysis, Equity
Investments, Fixed Income, Derivatives, Alternative Investments, Portfolio Management,
and Ethics.

How is the CFA Level 2 exam structured?
The CFA Level 2 exam consists of 2 sessions, each with 10 item sets. Each item set
includes a case statement and 4-6 multiple-choice questions related to the case.

What is the passing score for the CFA Level 2 exam?
The passing score for the CFA Level 2 exam varies each year based on the performance of
the candidates, but it typically ranges from 60% to 70%.

How long should I study for the CFA Level 2 exam?
Most candidates recommend studying for at least 300 hours over a period of 6 months to
adequately prepare for the CFA Level 2 exam.



Are there any key changes in the CFA Level 2 exam
format for 2024?
As of 2024, there are no significant changes announced for the CFA Level 2 exam format,
but candidates should always check the CFA Institute website for the latest updates.

What is the best way to prepare for the CFA Level 2
exam?
The best way to prepare includes using the CFA Institute's curriculum, practice questions,
mock exams, and study groups or prep courses.

When are the CFA Level 2 exams held?
CFA Level 2 exams are typically held in May and August each year, but candidates should
check the CFA Institute's official schedule for specific dates.

What is the format of the questions in CFA Level 2?
The CFA Level 2 exam features item set questions, which are based on case studies. Each
set is followed by multiple-choice questions that test the application of knowledge.

How does CFA Level 2 differ from Level 1?
CFA Level 2 focuses more on the application and analysis of financial concepts, whereas
Level 1 is more about the basic knowledge and understanding of concepts.
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