
certification board of infection control
Certification Board of Infection Control (CBIC) plays a pivotal role in enhancing the safety
and quality of healthcare in a world where infection control is paramount. With infectious
diseases posing a constant threat to public health, the CBIC stands as a beacon of
excellence in infection prevention and control. This article explores the mission,
significance, and operational framework of the CBIC, alongside the requirements and
benefits of certification in infection control.

Understanding the Certification Board of
Infection Control

The Certification Board of Infection Control (CBIC) is a non-profit organization that was
established to promote and recognize excellence in infection prevention and control
through certification. The board offers a credentialing process for healthcare professionals
who demonstrate expertise and commitment to infection control practices.

Mission and Goals

The primary mission of the CBIC is to improve public health by ensuring that healthcare
professionals are equipped with the necessary knowledge and skills to prevent and
manage infections. The board aims to:

1. Promote Standards of Practice: Establishing and maintaining high standards for
infection prevention and control.
2. Enhance Competency: Providing a rigorous certification process that validates the
expertise of infection control professionals.
3. Foster Professional Development: Encouraging ongoing education and training in
infection control.
4. Support Research and Innovation: Contributing to the advancement of infection control
practices through research and evidence-based guidelines.

Importance of Certification

Certification from the CBIC is a mark of distinction for healthcare professionals in
infection control. It signifies a commitment to excellence and adherence to the highest
standards. The importance of certification can be observed in several key areas:

- Enhanced Knowledge and Skills: Certification ensures that professionals possess the
latest knowledge and skills necessary for effective infection prevention and control.
- Career Advancement: Certified individuals often enjoy improved career prospects,
including higher positions, increased responsibilities, and better salary potential.
- Professional Credibility: Certification enhances the credibility of professionals within



their organizations and among peers, fostering trust in their expertise.
- Quality Improvement: Healthcare facilities benefit from employing certified
professionals, as they contribute to improved patient outcomes and reduced infection
rates.

Certification Process

The certification process through the CBIC involves several key steps designed to assess
the knowledge and competencies of candidates in infection control.

Eligibility Requirements

To qualify for certification, candidates must meet certain criteria:

1. Educational Background: Candidates typically need a minimum of a bachelor’s degree
in a health-related field.
2. Professional Experience: A specified amount of work experience in infection control or a
related area (often at least two years) is required.
3. Continuing Education: Candidates must demonstrate ongoing education in infection
prevention and control, which can include workshops, seminars, and relevant coursework.

Examination Process

Candidates seeking certification must pass a comprehensive examination designed to
evaluate their knowledge of infection control principles and practices. The examination
process includes:

- Content Areas: The exam covers various domains, including epidemiology, infection
prevention strategies, and regulatory standards.
- Format: The examination usually consists of multiple-choice questions, which assess both
theoretical knowledge and practical application.
- Preparation Resources: CBIC provides study materials and resources to help candidates
prepare for the examination.

Certification Maintenance

Once certified, professionals must maintain their certification through continuing
education and professional development activities. This includes:

- Renewal Period: Certification is typically valid for a specified period (e.g., five years),
after which professionals must renew their credentials.
- Continuing Education Credits: Individuals must accumulate a certain number of
continuing education credits during the certification period, which can be obtained



through various professional development activities.
- Re-examination Option: In some cases, candidates may choose to retake the certification
examination to demonstrate their current knowledge and skills.

Benefits of CBIC Certification

Achieving certification from the Certification Board of Infection Control offers numerous
benefits to professionals and healthcare organizations alike.

Professional Development

1. Skill Enhancement: Certified professionals continually update their knowledge,
ensuring they stay abreast of the latest trends and practices in infection control.
2. Networking Opportunities: Certification provides access to a network of peers and
industry experts, facilitating collaboration and knowledge sharing.

Organizational Benefits

Healthcare organizations that employ certified infection control professionals experience
several advantages:

- Reduced Infection Rates: Certified staff are often more effective in implementing
infection prevention strategies, leading to lower infection rates and improved patient
safety.
- Compliance with Standards: Organizations benefit from having staff who understand and
can enforce compliance with local, state, and federal infection control regulations.
- Improved Reputation: Facilities known for having certified infection control professionals
can enhance their reputations, attracting patients and staff alike.

Challenges in Infection Control Certification

While the Certification Board of Infection Control plays a critical role in promoting
excellence, challenges remain in the field of infection control certification.

Awareness and Accessibility

- Lack of Awareness: Many healthcare professionals may not be aware of the certification
process or its benefits, leading to underrepresentation in the field.
- Accessibility Issues: Factors such as geographic location, financial constraints, and
limited availability of training programs can hinder access to certification opportunities.



Adapting to Emerging Infections

As new infectious diseases emerge, the field of infection control must constantly evolve.
The certification process must adapt to include knowledge and practices related to:

- Novel Pathogens: Understanding and managing new and emerging infectious agents,
such as viral outbreaks or antibiotic-resistant bacteria.
- Technological Advances: Integrating new technologies and methodologies into infection
prevention strategies.

Conclusion

The Certification Board of Infection Control is a vital component in the healthcare
landscape, ensuring that professionals in infection prevention and control are well-
equipped to tackle the challenges of infectious diseases. Through rigorous certification
processes, the CBIC not only validates the expertise of these professionals but also
enhances the overall quality of care within healthcare organizations. By fostering ongoing
education and adapting to emerging challenges, the CBIC continues to play a crucial role
in safeguarding public health and improving patient outcomes. As the healthcare
landscape evolves, the importance of infection control certification will undoubtedly grow,
making it an essential focus for all healthcare professionals dedicated to excellence in
their field.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the role of the Certification Board of Infection
Control (CBIC)?
The CBIC is responsible for establishing and maintaining certification standards for
infection prevention and control professionals, ensuring they have the necessary
knowledge and skills to effectively manage infection control practices.

What certifications does the CBIC offer?
The CBIC offers the Certification in Infection Control (CIC) credential, which
demonstrates a professional's expertise in infection prevention and control.

How can a professional become certified by the CBIC?
To become certified, a professional must meet eligibility requirements, which include
relevant education and experience, and then pass the CIC examination administered by
the CBIC.



How often must infection control professionals renew
their CBIC certification?
The CBIC certification must be renewed every five years, during which professionals must
demonstrate ongoing education and practice in infection control.

What is the significance of CBIC certification for
healthcare organizations?
CBIC certification signifies that an organization employs qualified infection control
professionals, which helps improve patient safety, reduce healthcare-associated infections,
and enhance overall healthcare quality.

Are there any continuing education requirements for
maintaining CBIC certification?
Yes, certified professionals must complete a specified number of continuing education
credits in infection prevention and control to maintain their certification.

What are the benefits of obtaining CBIC certification for
individual professionals?
Obtaining CBIC certification enhances a professional's credibility, demonstrates a
commitment to the field, and may lead to career advancement opportunities within
healthcare organizations.

How does the CBIC ensure the relevance of its
certification exam?
The CBIC regularly reviews and updates its exam content based on current practices,
guidelines, and research in infection prevention and control to ensure that it remains
relevant and comprehensive.
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