
chapter 17 ap euro mckay
Chapter 17 of McKay's AP European History text delves into the profound changes that
characterized the early modern period in Europe, particularly from the late 15th to the
late 18th century. This chapter highlights the transition from medieval to modern thought
and examines the pivotal cultural, social, and political transformations that emerged
during this era. It provides a comprehensive overview of the Renaissance, Reformation,
Scientific Revolution, and Enlightenment, illustrating their interconnectedness and lasting
impact on European history.

The Renaissance: A Cultural Rebirth

Defining the Renaissance
The Renaissance, which means "rebirth," marked a period of renewed interest in classical antiquity,
particularly in art, literature, and philosophy. Originating in Italy in the 14th century and spreading
throughout Europe by the 16th century, this movement was characterized by:

- A revival of classical learning and wisdom
- A focus on humanism, emphasizing human potential and achievements
- Innovations in artistic techniques, including perspective and realism

Key Figures of the Renaissance
Several prominent figures emerged during the Renaissance, each contributing significantly to the
cultural landscape of the time:

1. Leonardo da Vinci: Renowned for masterpieces like "The Last Supper" and "Mona Lisa," da Vinci
exemplified the Renaissance ideal of the polymath, excelling in art, science, and engineering.
2. Michelangelo: A sculptor and painter, Michelangelo’s works, such as the Sistine Chapel ceiling and
the statue of David, showcased the human form's beauty and complexity.
3. Niccolò Machiavelli: His political treatise, "The Prince," offered pragmatic advice on governance and
power, influencing political thought for centuries.

Impact of the Renaissance
The Renaissance catalyzed significant changes across Europe, leading to:

- A shift away from theocratic and feudal systems toward more secular and individualistic
perspectives.
- Enhanced literacy and education, as humanist scholars revived classical texts and emphasized
grammar and rhetoric.
- A flourishing of the arts, reflected in the creation of iconic works that continue to influence artistic
expression today.



The Reformation: A Religious Upheaval

The Causes of the Reformation
The Reformation was driven by various socio-political and religious factors, including:

- Corruption in the Catholic Church: Practices such as simony, indulgences, and clerical absenteeism
eroded the Church's authority.
- Rise of Nationalism: Emerging nation-states sought independence from papal authority, leading to
calls for reform.
- Humanism and Critique of Church Practices: Renaissance humanism encouraged critical examination
of Church doctrines and practices.

Key Figures of the Reformation
Several key figures played pivotal roles in the Reformation:

1. Martin Luther: His 95 Theses, which criticized the sale of indulgences, sparked widespread debate
and led to the establishment of Protestantism.
2. John Calvin: Founder of Calvinism, he emphasized predestination and the sovereignty of God,
influencing Protestant thought significantly.
3. Henry VIII: His desire for an annulment led to the English Reformation and the establishment of the
Church of England.

Consequences of the Reformation
The Reformation had far-reaching implications, including:

- The fragmentation of Christianity and the rise of various Protestant denominations.
- Religious wars and conflicts, such as the Thirty Years' War, which altered the political landscape of
Europe.
- The Catholic Counter-Reformation, which aimed to address internal corruption and reaffirm the
Church's authority.

The Scientific Revolution: A New Way of Thinking

Defining the Scientific Revolution
The Scientific Revolution, occurring from the 16th to the 18th centuries, was a period marked by
dramatic advancements in scientific thought and methodology. It challenged traditional beliefs and
laid the groundwork for modern science.



Key Figures of the Scientific Revolution
Prominent scientists who shaped this revolution included:

1. Nicolaus Copernicus: Proposed the heliocentric model, challenging Ptolemaic geocentrism.
2. Galileo Galilei: Used the telescope to make significant astronomical discoveries, supporting the
heliocentric theory.
3. Isaac Newton: His laws of motion and universal gravitation synthesized previous scientific
knowledge and established the foundation for classical mechanics.

Impact of the Scientific Revolution
The Scientific Revolution fundamentally transformed European society by:

- Encouraging empirical observation and experimentation as legitimate methods for acquiring
knowledge.
- Influencing Enlightenment thinkers who sought to apply reason and scientific principles to social and
political issues.
- Creating a cultural shift that valued scientific inquiry over religious dogma.

The Enlightenment: An Age of Reason

Defining the Enlightenment
The Enlightenment, spanning the late 17th to the 18th centuries, was an intellectual movement that
emphasized reason, individualism, and skepticism of traditional authority. It sought to apply the
principles of the Scientific Revolution to human society.

Key Figures of the Enlightenment
Several thinkers from this period left a lasting impact on modern philosophy and political theory:

1. John Locke: Advocated for natural rights (life, liberty, property) and the social contract, influencing
democratic thought.
2. Voltaire: Criticized religious intolerance and championed civil liberties, particularly freedom of
speech.
3. Jean-Jacques Rousseau: Explored the concept of the general will and the importance of education in
shaping moral citizens.

Consequences of the Enlightenment
The Enlightenment fostered an environment ripe for political and social change, leading to:

- The questioning of absolute monarchy and the development of democratic ideals.
- The American and French Revolutions, which sought to implement Enlightenment principles of



liberty and equality.
- Advances in education and social reform, as Enlightenment thinkers advocated for broader access to
knowledge and rights.

Conclusion: The Interconnectedness of Historical
Transformations

Chapter 17 of McKay's AP European History text illustrates the interconnectedness of the
Renaissance, Reformation, Scientific Revolution, and Enlightenment. Each of these movements
contributed to the evolution of European society, shaping the continent's cultural, religious, and
political landscapes. The Renaissance's revival of classical thought laid the groundwork for the
Reformation's challenge to religious authority, which in turn prompted the Scientific Revolution's
empirical approach to understanding the world. Ultimately, the Enlightenment synthesized these
ideas, fostering a spirit of inquiry and reform that would define the modern era.

As students of history, understanding the complexities and interrelationships of these movements is
crucial for grasping the foundations of contemporary European society and thought. The legacies of
these transformations continue to resonate today, influencing various aspects of modern life,
including politics, science, and culture.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Chapter 17 in McKay's AP Euro
textbook?
Chapter 17 primarily focuses on the Enlightenment, its key thinkers, and the impact of their ideas on
European society and politics.

Which prominent Enlightenment philosophers are discussed in
Chapter 17?
Chapter 17 discusses several key philosophers, including John Locke, Voltaire, Rousseau, and
Montesquieu, highlighting their contributions to political thought.

How did the Enlightenment challenge traditional authority
according to McKay's Chapter 17?
The Enlightenment challenged traditional authority by promoting reason, individualism, and
skepticism of absolute monarchy and religious dogma.

What role did salons play in the spread of Enlightenment



ideas?
Salons served as social hubs where intellectuals, writers, and philosophers gathered to discuss and
disseminate Enlightenment ideas, fostering a culture of debate and exchange.

What is the significance of the Scientific Revolution as
discussed in Chapter 17?
The Scientific Revolution laid the groundwork for the Enlightenment by promoting empirical evidence
and the scientific method, influencing the way Enlightenment thinkers approached knowledge and
society.

How did Enlightenment ideas influence the French
Revolution?
Enlightenment ideas inspired revolutionary concepts such as liberty, equality, and fraternity, which
became foundational principles during the French Revolution.

What impact did Enlightenment thinkers have on religious
thought?
Enlightenment thinkers promoted religious tolerance and questioned traditional religious beliefs,
leading to a more secular approach to governance and society.

What critiques of society and government are presented in
Chapter 17?
McKay's Chapter 17 presents critiques of absolute monarchy, social inequality, and the lack of
individual rights, advocating for reforms based on Enlightenment principles.

How does Chapter 17 address the legacy of the
Enlightenment?
Chapter 17 addresses the legacy of the Enlightenment by discussing its lasting influence on modern
democratic ideals, human rights, and the development of secular governance.
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