circus trivia questions and answers

Circus trivia questions and answers are a delightful way to explore the fascinating world of the
circus, a vibrant and colorful entertainment form that has captivated audiences for centuries. From
acrobats soaring high above the ground to clowns bringing laughter to young and old alike, the circus
offers a unique blend of artistry, danger, and skill. In this article, we will delve into some intriguing
trivia questions and answers about the circus, exploring its history, famous performers, and various
acts that define this enchanting world.

History of the Circus

The modern circus has roots that date back to ancient civilizations, but it was not until the late 18th
century that it began to take its current form. Let’s explore some trivia questions related to the
historical aspects of the circus.

Historical Trivia Questions

1. Question: Who is commonly credited with founding the modern circus?
- Answer: Philip Astley is often credited with founding the modern circus in 1768 in London.

2. Question: What was the name of the first circus in America, and when was it established?
- Answer: The first circus in America was called "The American Circus," established in 1793 by John
Bill Ricketts.

3. Question: In which city did the famous Ringling Brothers Circus begin its journey?
- Answer: The Ringling Brothers Circus began in Baraboo, Wisconsin.

4. Question: What was the significance of the year 1871 in the history of the circus?
- Answer: In 1871, Barnum & Bailey Circus was founded, becoming one of the most famous circuses in
history.

5. Question: Which famous circus animal was known as "The Greatest Show on Earth"?

- Answer: The phrase "The Greatest Show on Earth" was famously associated with Ringling Bros. and
Barnum & Bailey Circus.

Famous Circus Acts

The circus is renowned for its diverse array of acts, each showcasing incredible talent and courage.
Here we look at trivia questions related to various circus acts.



Trivia Questions About Circus Acts

1. Question: What are the performers called who perform aerial tricks on ropes or trapezes?
- Answer: Aerialists or trapeze artists.

2. Question: What is the name of the act where performers use a springboard to launch themselves
into the air?
- Answer: The springboard act.

3. Question: Which animal is famously known for performing tricks in circuses and has a long history
of being featured?
- Answer: Elephants are famously known for their performances in circuses.

4. Question: What do you call the clown who traditionally performs slapstick comedy and engages
with the audience?
- Answer: A funny clown or slapstick clown.

5. Question: In circus terminology, what is a “ringmaster”?
- Answer: The ringmaster is the person who directs the performances and engages the audience.

Famous Circus Performers

Throughout history, numerous performers have left an indelible mark on the circus. Below are some
trivia questions that highlight these iconic figures.

Trivia Questions About Circus Performers

1. Question: Who was the famous tightrope walker known for his performance over Niagara Falls in
18597
- Answer: Charles Blondin.

2. Question: Which famous female circus performer was known as the "Queen of the Air"?
- Answer: Lillian Leitzel.

3. Question: Who was the renowned circus owner and showman known as "The Great Barnum"?
- Answer: P.T. Barnum.

4. Question: Which legendary circus performer was famous for his lion taming?
- Answer: Clyde Beatty.

5. Question: Who is known as one of the most famous circus clowns, particularly for his work in the
Ringling Bros. circus?
- Answer: Emmett Kelly, known for his character "Weary Willie."



Circus Around the World

Circuses are not limited to the United States; they have global appeal, with unique styles and
traditions in different cultures. Let’s take a look at some trivia questions that highlight international
circus culture.

Global Circus Trivia Questions

1. Question: What is the name of the famous French circus known for its artistic performances and
absence of animal acts?
- Answer: Cirque du Soleil.

2. Question: In which country does the "Cirkus Cirkor" troupe, known for its innovative circus
performances, originate?
- Answer: Sweden.

3. Question: What is the traditional circus style that originated in Italy and incorporates elements of
commedia dell'arte?
- Answer: The Italian circus or "Circo."

4. Question: Which country hosts the International Circus Festival, one of the most prestigious circus
festivals in the world?
- Answer; Monaco.

5. Question: What type of traditional Japanese performance art combines acrobatics and drama, often

associated with the circus?
- Answer: Japanese circus arts or "Kintaro."

Modern Circus Trends

The circus continues to evolve, with modern interpretations creating new experiences for audiences.
Here are some trivia questions related to contemporary circus trends.

Modern Circus Trivia Questions

1. Question: What is the term used for a circus performance that does not include animals?
- Answer: Animal-free circus or contemporary circus.

2. Question: Which acrobatic discipline has become a popular aspect of modern circus, emphasizing
extreme flexibility and strength?
- Answer: Aerial silks.

3. Question: What is the common theme of performances in Cirque du Soleil?
- Answer: Artistic storytelling through acrobatics and visual spectacle.



4. Question: Which contemporary circus features a blend of circus arts and theater, often telling a
story without spoken words?
- Answer: Physical theater or circus-theater hybrids.

5. Question: What is the name of the global competition that showcases the best circus talents from
around the world, often held in Monaco?
- Answer: The Monte-Carlo Circus Festival.

Conclusion

Circus trivia questions and answers not only entertain but also educate us about the rich history,
diverse acts, and remarkable performers of this unique art form. Whether you are a lifelong fan of the
circus or just discovering its wonders, these trivia questions provide a fun way to engage with the
world of circus arts. From historical milestones to modern innovations, the circus continues to inspire
awe and joy around the globe. So, gather your friends and family, and test your knowledge with these
circus trivia questions for an unforgettable experience!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the word 'circus'?

The word 'circus' comes from the Latin word 'circus', meaning ‘circle’.

Which famous circus was founded by P.T. Barnum?

The Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus.

What animal is often referred to as the 'king of the circus'?

The lion.

In what year did the first modern circus take place in London?
1768.

What is the name of the famous circus act that features
acrobats performing high above the ground?

The trapeze act.

Which circus is known for its spectacular shows featuring
Cirque du Soleil?

Cirque du Soleil itself is a renowned circus.



What is the typical attire for a circus ringmaster?

A ringmaster typically wears a tailcoat, top hat, and boots.

Which circus animal is known for performing tricks and riding
bicycles?
Elephants.
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