
christmas with southern living 2013

Christmas with Southern Living 2013 is a cherished edition that beautifully encapsulates the warmth, charm,
and festive spirit of the holiday season in the South. This special publication offers a treasure trove of ideas
for decorating, entertaining, and celebrating Christmas with a distinctly Southern flair. From heartwarming
recipes to stunning home d�cor inspirations, this edition serves as a guide for creating memorable holiday
experiences with family and friends.

Festive Decorations Inspired by Southern Traditions

When it comes to Christmas decorations, Southern Living 2013 emphasizes the importance of embracing local
traditions and natural elements. Here are some key decorating tips inspired by this edition:

1. Incorporating Natural Elements

Using natural materials in your holiday d�cor not only adds a rustic charm but also connects you to the
landscape. Consider the following ideas:

- Pinecones and Evergreen: Create stunning centerpieces using pinecones, magnolia leaves, and fresh evergreen
branches. These elements evoke the natural beauty of the Southern landscape.
- Berries and Citrus: Add splashes of red and orange by incorporating holly berries and citrus fruits like
oranges and lemons into your arrangements.
- Homemade Garlands: Craft your own garlands using dried orange slices, popcorn, and cranberries to drape
over mantels or staircases.

2. Embracing Southern Color Palettes

Southern Living 2013 encourages the use of vibrant colors to reflect the joy of the season. Here are some
color combinations to consider:

- Traditional Red and Green: This classic combination is always a favorite, embodying the spirit of Christmas.
- Whites and Golds: For a more elegant look, consider a palette of whites and golds for a sophisticated and
timeless feel.
- Pastels: Soft pastels can create a whimsical holiday atmosphere, perfect for a more relaxed and
contemporary celebration.

Delicious Recipes to Celebrate the Season

Food plays a central role in any Southern Christmas celebration, and Southern Living 2013 offers a wealth
of delicious recipes that capture the flavors of the South. Here are some standout dishes to include in your
holiday menu:

1. Traditional Southern Sides

No Southern feast is complete without a few quintessential side dishes. Consider these favorites:

- Collard Greens: A hearty and nutritious side, collard greens are a must-have at any Southern holiday table.



- Cornbread Dressing: This classic dish, made with cornbread, vegetables, and herbs, is a staple that pairs
perfectly with holiday meats.
- Sweet Potato Casserole: Topped with a crunchy pecan streusel, this sweet and savory dish is sure to be a
crowd-pleaser.

2. Festive Desserts

Desserts are a highlight of any holiday gathering. Here are a few recipes from Southern Living 2013 that will
surely impress your guests:

- Pecan Pie: A Southern classic, this rich and nutty dessert is a must-have for any Christmas celebration.
- Red Velvet Cake: With its vibrant color and creamy frosting, red velvet cake adds a festive touch to your
dessert table.
- Coconut Cake: A light and airy cake layered with coconut frosting is perfect for those who prefer a less
heavy dessert option.

Entertaining with Southern Hospitality

Southern Living 2013 emphasizes the importance of hospitality during the holiday season. Here are some
entertaining tips to ensure your gatherings are memorable:

1. Setting the Table

A beautifully set table can elevate any meal. Consider these tips for creating a stunning holiday table setting:

- Mix and Match: Don’t be afraid to mix different patterns and textures. Layering plates, glassware, and linens
can create a visually interesting table.
- Seasonal Centerpieces: Use seasonal elements like fresh flowers, candles, and fruits to create a centerpiece
that reflects the spirit of the holiday.
- Personal Touches: Incorporate personal touches such as handwritten place cards or small gifts for guests
at each setting.

2. Planning Festive Activities

Incorporating fun activities into your holiday gatherings can create lasting memories. Here are some ideas to
consider:

- Cookie Decorating: Set up a cookie decorating station where guests can unleash their creativity with icing
and sprinkles.
- Christmas Movie Marathon: Create a cozy atmosphere with blankets and popcorn for a night of classic
Christmas films.
- Holiday Karaoke: Encourage guests to sing their favorite holiday songs for a fun and interactive experience.

Creating Lasting Memories

Christmas is a time for family, friends, and creating memories that will last a lifetime. Southern Living 2013
encourages readers to focus on the moments that matter most. Here are some ways to create lasting memories:



1. Family Traditions

Establishing and maintaining family traditions can strengthen bonds and create a sense of belonging. Consider
these ideas:

- Annual Ornament Exchange: Start a tradition where family members exchange ornaments each year, building a
collection of memories over time.
- Volunteer Together: Spend time giving back to the community as a family, whether it’s serving meals or
participating in charity events.
- Capture the Moments: Document your holiday celebrations through photos or a family journal, allowing you
to reminisce about the special times spent together.

2. Reflecting on the Year

As the year comes to a close, take time to reflect on the past and what you hope for in the future. Consider
these reflective practices:

- Gratitude Jar: Have each family member write down things they are grateful for and place them in a jar to read
together on Christmas Eve.
- Goal Setting: Encourage everyone to set personal goals or resolutions for the upcoming year, fostering a
sense of hope and motivation.

Conclusion

Christmas with Southern Living 2013 is more than just a magazine; it is a celebration of Southern culture and
traditions during the most wonderful time of the year. From inspiring decorations and mouth-watering recipes to
the importance of hospitality and creating lasting memories, this edition serves as a comprehensive guide for
anyone looking to elevate their holiday season. By embracing the spirit of Southern living, you can create a
warm and inviting Christmas that reflects the joy and love of the holidays, leaving a lasting impression on all
who gather around your table.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular Christmas recipes featured in Southern Living 2013?

Southern Living 2013 features a variety of Christmas recipes such as Honey-Baked Ham, Pecan Pie, and festive
eggnog cocktails, highlighting traditional Southern flavors.

How does Southern Living 2013 suggest decorating for Christmas?

Southern Living 2013 suggests using natural elements like pinecones and greenery, incorporating vintage
ornaments, and creating a warm atmosphere with twinkling lights and candles.

What unique gift ideas does Southern Living 2013 offer for Christmas?

The magazine offers unique gift ideas such as homemade jams, personalized ornaments, and handcrafted items from
local artisans, emphasizing a personal touch.



Are there any featured holiday travel destinations in Southern Living
2013?

Yes, Southern Living 2013 highlights charming Southern towns like Savannah and Charleston, known for their
beautiful holiday decorations and festive events.

What crafts or DIY projects does Southern Living 2013 recommend for
Christmas?

Southern Living 2013 recommends DIY projects like creating personalized wreaths, making holiday cards, and
crafting unique table centerpieces using seasonal materials.

Does Southern Living 2013 include any tips for hosting Christmas
gatherings?

Yes, the magazine includes tips such as planning a potluck style dinner, setting up a festive drink station, and
creating a cozy atmosphere with comfortable seating and holiday music.
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