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Civil Air Patrol Uniform Manual 39-1 is an essential document that outlines the standards and regulations
governing the uniform worn by members of the Civil Air Patrol (CAP). As a volunteer organization
serving as the civilian auxiliary of the United States Air Force, the CAP plays a critical role in providing
emergency services, aerospace education, and promoting the importance of air power. This manual is vital
for ensuring that all members present a professional appearance while adhering to the values and standards
of the organization.

Overview of Civil Air Patrol Uniform Manual 39-1

The CAP Uniform Manual 39-1 serves as a comprehensive guide detailing the acceptable uniforms,
grooming standards, and insignia for all members of the organization. It is designed to promote uniformity,
discipline, and a sense of belonging among members. By following the guidelines set forth in this manual,
CAP members can demonstrate their commitment to the organization's mission and values.

Purpose of the Manual

The primary purposes of the Civil Air Patrol Uniform Manual 39-1 include:

1. Establishing a Standardized Uniform: The manual ensures that all members wear a uniform that reflects
the professionalism of the organization.
2. Promoting Equality: By having a standardized uniform, the manual helps to eliminate distinctions
between members based on personal clothing choices, fostering a spirit of equality.
3. Enhancing Public Perception: A well-dressed CAP member enhances the organization's image in the
eyes of the public, which can be crucial during public outreach and community service events.
4. Encouraging Discipline and Pride: Adhering to uniform regulations instills a sense of discipline and pride
in members, reinforcing their commitment to the CAP mission.

Uniform Types and Components

The Civil Air Patrol Uniform Manual 39-1 specifies various types of uniforms that members may wear,
depending on the occasion and duty requirements. These include:



1. Air Force Style Uniform

The Air Force-style uniform is the most common uniform worn by CAP members. Key components
include:

- Blouse: The dress blue blouse is the outer garment worn by members.
- Trousers: Members wear matching trousers that are tailored and fit properly.
- Shirt: A white button-down shirt is worn beneath the blouse, typically with epaulets.
- Tie: A black tie is worn with the dress uniform.
- Insignia: Members wear appropriate insignia to denote rank and position.

2. CAP Corporate Uniform

The CAP corporate uniform is an alternative to the Air Force-style uniform, primarily for members who
may not wish to wear military-style attire. Components include:

- Polo Shirt: A collared polo shirt with the CAP emblem.
- Trousers: Khaki or navy blue trousers that are clean and pressed.
- Footwear: Closed-toe shoes that are appropriate for the occasion.

3. Flight Suit

For members involved in flight operations, the flight suit is a crucial component of their uniform. Key
features include:

- Color: Generally olive green or navy blue.
- Patches: Members are required to wear appropriate CAP and unit patches on their flight suits.

Grooming Standards

The Civil Air Patrol Uniform Manual 39-1 also outlines specific grooming standards that members must
adhere to while in uniform. These standards help maintain a polished and professional appearance. Key
grooming guidelines include:

Hair: Hair must be neat, clean, and styled conservatively. For males, hair should not extend below
the top of the collar. For females, hair must be secured in a manner that does not interfere with the



uniform.

Facial Hair: Mustaches are permissible but should be kept neatly trimmed. Beards are generally not
authorized unless a medical exemption applies.

Jewelry: Limited to a wristwatch and a single ring on each hand. Earrings are permitted for female
members but must be conservative.

Makeup: If worn, makeup should be conservative and in good taste.

Insignia and Badges

The proper wear of insignia and badges is critical for identifying members' ranks and qualifications within
the CAP. The Civil Air Patrol Uniform Manual 39-1 specifies:

1. Rank Insignia

Each member's rank is indicated by a specific insignia that is worn on the uniform. The placement and
style of rank insignia vary depending on the uniform type but are always displayed prominently.

2. Specialty Badges

Members may earn specialty badges that reflect their training and qualifications. These badges must be
worn according to the guidelines specified in the manual.

3. CAP Emblem

The CAP emblem is a crucial part of the uniform. It must be worn on the left side of the uniform blouse or
shirt, in accordance with the regulations outlined in the manual.

Uniform Maintenance and Care

Proper maintenance and care of uniforms are essential to ensure that they remain in good condition and



present a professional appearance. The Civil Air Patrol Uniform Manual 39-1 provides guidelines for
uniform care, including:

Cleaning: Members should follow the care instructions for their uniforms, using appropriate cleaning
methods to maintain the fabric and color.

Pressing: Uniforms should be pressed and free from wrinkles before wear.

Repairs: Any torn or damaged uniforms should be repaired promptly to maintain a professional
appearance.

Compliance and Accountability

Compliance with the guidelines set forth in the Civil Air Patrol Uniform Manual 39-1 is mandatory for all
members. The manual emphasizes the importance of accountability and encourages members to report any
violations of uniform standards.

Enforcement of Standards

The CAP leadership is responsible for enforcing uniform standards and ensuring that all members adhere to
the guidelines. Failure to comply with the uniform regulations can result in disciplinary action, which
may include counseling, retraining, or even suspension from the organization.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Civil Air Patrol Uniform Manual 39-1 serves as a vital resource for all members of the
CAP. By providing clear guidelines on uniforms, grooming, insignia, and maintenance, the manual
promotes a sense of unity and professionalism within the organization. Adhering to these standards is not
only essential for personal pride but also for maintaining the public image of the Civil Air Patrol as a
reputable and effective auxiliary to the United States Air Force. As CAP members embody the values and
standards outlined in the manual, they contribute to the success of the organization's mission and reinforce
their commitment to serving their communities and country.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Civil Air Patrol Uniform Manual 39-1?
The Civil Air Patrol Uniform Manual 39-1 provides guidelines and regulations for the proper wear and
maintenance of uniforms for all members of the Civil Air Patrol, ensuring a professional appearance and
adherence to standards.

What types of uniforms are covered in CAP Uniform Manual 39-1?
The manual covers various types of uniforms including the Air Force-style uniforms, CAP corporate
uniforms, and flight suits, along with specific guidelines for each type.

Are there specific insignia requirements outlined in CAP Uniform
Manual 39-1?
Yes, the manual specifies the types and placements of insignia, badges, and other accouterments that
members must wear to signify rank, qualifications, and service.

How often is the Civil Air Patrol Uniform Manual 39-1 updated?
The Civil Air Patrol Uniform Manual 39-1 is reviewed and updated periodically to reflect changes in
regulations, policies, and uniform standards, ensuring that it remains current.

Does CAP Uniform Manual 39-1 include guidance for grooming
standards?
Yes, the manual includes specific grooming standards for haircuts, facial hair, and overall personal
appearance to maintain a professional image among members.

Where can I find the latest version of CAP Uniform Manual 39-1?
The latest version of the CAP Uniform Manual 39-1 can be found on the official Civil Air Patrol website or
through the CAP National Headquarters publications section.

What should a member do if they have questions about uniform
compliance?
Members should consult their squadron leadership or the CAP Uniform Manual 39-1 directly for
clarification on uniform compliance issues, and can also reach out to the CAP National Headquarters for
additional guidance.
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