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Christianity for Modern Pagans is a thought-provoking work by philosopher
Peter Kreeft that aims to bridge the gap between Christianity and paganism.
Kreeft, a professor of philosophy at Boston College, engages with the modern
pagan movement and examines how Christianity can appeal to those who identify
with or are drawn to pagan beliefs. In this article, we will explore Kreeft's
arguments, analyze the themes he discusses, and consider the implications of
his work for both Christians and modern pagans.

Understanding Modern Paganism

Modern paganism, often referred to as neo-paganism, encompasses a diverse
range of spiritual paths that draw inspiration from ancient pagan traditions.
It includes practices such as Wicca, Druidry, and Heathenry, among others.
Some key characteristics of modern paganism include:

- Nature Reverence: Many modern pagans hold a deep respect for nature and the
environment, often seeing the divine in the natural world.
- Polytheism: Unlike Christianity, which is monotheistic, most modern pagan
traditions embrace a variety of gods and goddesses.
- Ritual and Magic: Ritual practices and the use of magic are common among
modern pagans, serving as a means to connect with the divine and the
spiritual realm.
- Personal Spirituality: Many modern pagans prioritize personal experience
and intuition over dogma, allowing for a highly individualistic approach to
spirituality.

Kreeft's Approach to Christianity

In "Christianity for Modern Pagans," Kreeft presents a compelling case for
why modern pagans might find value in Christianity. He approaches this task
with respect for pagan beliefs while also advocating for the truth claims of
Christianity. His approach can be broken down into several key themes:

1. The Fulfillment of Pagan Longings

Kreeft argues that many of the yearnings expressed in pagan spirituality can
find their fulfillment in Christianity. He identifies several core desires
that modern pagans may have, including:

- A Search for Meaning: Many pagans seek answers to existential questions
about life, purpose, and the universe. Kreeft posits that Christianity
provides a coherent narrative that addresses these questions.
- Community and Tradition: Modern pagans often grapple with the loss of
communal practices and traditions. Kreeft highlights the importance of the
Church as a community that offers belonging and shared rituals.
- Experiencing the Divine: The desire for personal experience of the divine
is prevalent among pagans. Kreeft argues that encounters with Christ and the



sacraments provide profound spiritual experiences.

2. The Unique Nature of Christ

One of Kreeft's central claims is the uniqueness of Jesus Christ. He
emphasizes that while pagan gods often embody certain aspects of nature or
human experience, Christ represents the divine in a unique and personal way.
Key points include:

- Incarnation: Kreeft points out that the idea of God becoming human in the
person of Jesus is unparalleled in pagan traditions. This event signifies a
profound connection between the divine and humanity.
- Redemption and Sacrifice: The concept of redemption through Christ's
sacrifice offers a narrative that speaks to the human condition, addressing
themes of suffering and salvation that resonate with many spiritual seekers.

Bridging the Gap: Dialogue Between Pagans and
Christians

Kreeft advocates for respectful dialogue between modern pagans and
Christians. He believes that both groups can learn from one another and that
understanding is essential for coexistence. Some strategies for fostering
this dialogue include:

1. Acknowledging Common Ground

There are several areas where pagans and Christians can find common ground:

- Value of Nature: Both groups often share a reverence for the natural world,
albeit expressed differently.
- Ethical Living: Many modern pagans and Christians strive to live ethically
and promote justice and compassion in the world.
- Spiritual Practices: Rituals, meditation, and other spiritual practices can
serve as points of connection.

2. Engaging with Differences

While finding common ground is important, it is equally essential to engage
with the differences between the two belief systems:

- The Nature of the Divine: Christians uphold a monotheistic view, while
pagans typically embrace polytheism. Understanding these differing
perspectives is crucial for meaningful dialogue.
- Salvation and Afterlife: Concepts of salvation and the afterlife may vary
significantly. Christians believe in salvation through faith in Christ, while
pagans may have diverse beliefs about the afterlife.



The Role of Philosophy in Kreeft's Work

Kreeft's philosophical background plays a significant role in his exploration
of Christianity for modern pagans. He employs reason and logic to articulate
his arguments effectively. Some philosophical points he addresses include:

1. The Problem of Evil

Kreeft tackles the age-old question of why evil exists in a world created by
a good God. He offers philosophical insights that can resonate with both
pagans and Christians, emphasizing the importance of free will and the
greater narrative of redemption.

2. The Nature of Truth

Kreeft discusses the concept of truth, arguing that objective truth exists
and can be known. He challenges relativistic views that may be more common in
modern paganism, presenting Christianity as a coherent and rational belief
system.

Implications for Modern Pagans

Kreeft's work raises significant implications for modern pagans considering
Christianity. Some of these implications include:

- Re-evaluating Spiritual Paths: Pagans may find themselves reflecting on
their spiritual paths and considering how elements of Christianity might
fulfill their spiritual desires.
- Finding Community: The Church can provide a sense of community and
belonging that many modern pagans seek.
- Exploring the Divine: Engaging with Christian teachings may lead pagans to
a deeper understanding of the divine and their relationship with God.

Conclusion

In "Christianity for Modern Pagans," Peter Kreeft presents a compelling case
for why modern pagans might find value and meaning in Christianity. By
addressing the core desires of pagans, highlighting the uniqueness of Christ,
and advocating for respectful dialogue, Kreeft opens the door for exploration
and understanding between these two spiritual paths. His philosophical
insights further enrich the conversation, providing a framework for grappling
with complex questions about existence, truth, and the nature of the divine.
Ultimately, Kreeft's work serves as an invitation for both Christians and
modern pagans to engage in meaningful dialogue, fostering a spirit of
understanding and respect in an increasingly diverse spiritual landscape.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central thesis of Peter Kreeft's
'Christianity for Modern Pagans'?

The central thesis of Kreeft's work is to present Christianity as a rational
and viable faith for contemporary seekers, particularly those drawn to pagan
philosophies, by highlighting the compatibility of Christian principles with
the search for truth and meaning.

How does Kreeft address the skepticism of modern
pagans towards Christianity?

Kreeft addresses skepticism by engaging with the philosophical questions and
existential concerns that modern pagans have, offering logical arguments and
historical context that demonstrate Christianity's robustness and relevance
in addressing life's ultimate questions.

What role do philosophy and reason play in Kreeft's
arguments?

Philosophy and reason are foundational in Kreeft's arguments; he emphasizes
the importance of logical discourse and rational inquiry in understanding
faith, advocating that Christianity offers profound philosophical insights
that resonate with the intellectual pursuits of modern pagans.

In what ways does Kreeft suggest Christianity aligns
with pagan values?

Kreeft suggests that Christianity aligns with certain pagan values, such as
the appreciation for nature, the quest for transcendence, and a desire for
community, while also offering a deeper understanding of these values through
the lens of Christian theology and the revelation of God.

How does Kreeft's work contribute to interfaith
dialogue?

Kreeft's work contributes to interfaith dialogue by fostering mutual
understanding and respect between Christians and pagans, encouraging
discussions that explore common ground while also addressing differences,
ultimately promoting a more inclusive conversation about spirituality.
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