CHICANO STUDIES MINOR UC DAVIS

CHicaNo STUDIES MINOoR UC DAVIS OFFERS AN ENRICHING ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE FOR STUDENTS INTERESTED IN EXPLORING THE
CULTURAL, HISTORICAL, AND SOCIAL EXPERIENCES OF CHICANO AND LATINO COMMUNITIES IN THE UNITED STATES. LOCATED IN
ONE OF THE MOST DIVERSE STATES IN THE COUNTRY, THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS PROVIDES A UNIQUE ENVIRONMENT
FOR STUDENTS TO ENGAGE WITH THESE THEMES THROUGH A MULTIDISCIPLINARY LENS. THE MINOR IS DESIGNED TO GIVE
STUDENTS A COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF THE CHICANO EXPERIENCE, WHICH IS ESSENTIAL IN TODAY’S MULTICULTURAL
SOCIETY.

OVErVIEW oOF CHICANO STUDIES

CHICANO STUDIES IS AN INTERDISCIPLINARY FIELD THAT EXAMINES THE IDENTITY, HISTORY, POLITICS, AND CULTURE OF
CHICANOS, MEXICAN AMERICANS, AND BROADER LATINO COMMUNITIES. |T ENCOMPASSES VARIOUS SUBJECTS, INCLUDING
SOCIOLOGY, HISTORY, LITERATURE, AND THE ARTS, ALLOWING STUDENTS TO GAIN INSIGHTS INTO THE LIVED EXPERIENCES AND
CONTRIBUTIONS OF THESE COMMUNITIES. THE MINOR AT UC DAVIS AIMS TO FOSTER CRITICAL THINKING AND CULTURAL

AW ARENESS, PREPARING STUDENTS FOR A WIDE ARRAY OF CAREER PATHS.

IMPORTANCE AND RELEVANCE

THE RELEVANCE OF CHICANO STUDIES IS UNDERSCORED BY THE FOLLOWING FACTORS:

1. CULTURAL REPRESENTATION: THE CHICANO EXPERIENCE HAS BEEN LARGELY UNDERREPRESENTED IN MAINSTREAM NARRATIVES.
THE MINOR AIMS TO AMPLIFY THESE VOICES AND EXPERIENCES.

2. PoLiTicAL ENGAGEMENT: CHICANO STUDIES ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO ENGAGE WITH SOCIAL JUSTICE ISSUES,
PARTICULARLY THOSE AFFECTING LATINO POPULATIONS.

3. CAREER OPPORTUNITIES: A BACKGROUND IN CHICANO STUDIES EQUIPS STUDENTS FOR CAREERS IN EDUCATION, SOCIAL
WORK, PUBLIC POLICY, COMMUNITY ORGANIZING, AND MORE.

PROGRAM STRUCTURE

THe CHicaNo STUDIES MINoR UC DAVIS CONSISTS OF A CAREFULLY CURATED SET OF COURSES THAT PROVIDE STUDENTS
WITH A SOLID FOUNDATION IN THE FIELD. THE MINOR REQUIRES A TOTAL OF 18 UNITS, WHICH CAN BE FULFILLED THROUGH A
COMBINATION OF CORE AND ELECTIVE COURSES.

Core COURSES

THE CORE COURSES ARE DESIGNED TO GIVE STUDENTS A FOUNDATIONAL UNDERSTANDING OF CHICANO STUDIES. STUDENTS
MUST COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING:

1. INTRoDUCTION TO CHICANO STUDIES: THIS COURSE EXPLORES THE HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXTS OF CHICANO
IDENTITY.

2. CHICANO LITERATURE: STUDENTS ANALYZE WORKS BY PROMINENT CHICANO AUTHORS, DIVING INTO THEMES OF IDENTITY,
RESISTANCE, AND CULTURAL EXPRESSION.

3. CHICANO HISTORY: A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE HISTORICAL EVENTS THAT HAVE SHAPED THE CHICANO EXPERIENCE,
FOCUSING ON KEY MOVEMENTS AND FIGURES.



ELecTive COURSES

IN ADDITION TO CORE COURSES, STUDENTS CAN SELECT FROM A VARIETY OF ELECTIVE COURSES TO TAILOR THEIR MINOR TO
THEIR INTERESTS. SOME AVAILABLE ELECTIVES INCLUDE:

- MEXICAN AMERICAN POLITICS: EXAMINES THE POLITICAL LANDSCAPE AND ACTIVISM WITHIN THE MEXICAN AMERICAN
COMMUNITY.

- ART AND CULTURE OF THE CHICANO MOVEMENT: FOCUSES ON THE ARTISTIC EXPRESSIONS THAT EMERGED DURING THE
CHICANO CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT.

- LATINO URBAN STUDIES: INVESTIGATES THE EXPERIENCES OF LATINO COMMUNITIES IN URBAN SETTINGS, EXPLORING ISSUES
SUCH AS MIGRATION, HOUSING, AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION.

BeNEFITS OF PURSUING A CHICANO STUDIES MINOR

THe CHIcaANO STUDIES MINOR AT UC DAVIS PROVIDES NUMEROUS BENEFITS FOR STUDENTS, BOTH ACADEMICALLY AND
PERSONALLY.

ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT

1. INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH: STUDENTS GAIN KNOWLEDGE FROM VARIOUS FIELDS, ENRICHING THEIR ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE.
2. CRITICAL THINKING: THE PROGRAM ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO ANALYZE COMPLEX SOCIAL ISSUES CRITICALLY, FOSTERING
INTELLECTUAL GROWTH.

3. RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES: STUDENTS MAY HAVE THE CHANCE TO ENGAGE IN RESEARCH PROJECTS THAT FURTHER EXPLORE
CHICANO CULTURE AND HISTORY.

PersoNAL GROWTH

1. CULTURAL AWARENESS: STUDENTS DEVELOP A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF CULTURAL DIVERSITY, PROMOTING EMPATHY AND
RESPECT FOR DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES.

2. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: THE MINOR OFTEN INVOLVES COMMUNITY SERVICE OR INTERNSHIPS, ALLOWING STUDENTS TO
CONNECT THEORY WITH PRACTICE.

3. NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES: STUDENTS CAN CONNECT WITH FACULTY, ALUMNI, AND COMMUNITY LEADERS, BUILDING A
PROFESSIONAL NETWORK IN THE FIELD.

CAREER PROSPECTS

CoMPLETING A CHIcANO STUDIES MINorR UC DAVIS CAN OPEN DOORS TO A WIDE RANGE OF CAREER OPPORTUNITIES.
GRADUATES OFTEN FIND THEMSELVES IN ROLES THAT REQUIRE CULTURAL COMPETENCE AND AN UNDERSTANDING OF SOCIAL
JUSTICE ISSUES.

PoTenTIAL CAREER PATHS

1. EDUCATION: MANY GRADUATES PURSUE TEACHING CAREERS, EDUCATING FUTURE GENERATIONS ABOUT CHICANO HISTORY AND
CULTURE.

2. SocIAL SERVICES: ROLES IN SOCIAL WORK AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION ALLOW GRADUATES TO ADVOCATE FOR
MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES.

3. PusLIC PoLicY: GRADUATES MAY WORK IN GOVERNMENT OR NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS, FOCUSING ON POLICIES THAT



IMPACT LATINO COMMUNITIES.

4. ARTS AND CULTURE: OPPORTUNITIES IN ARTS ADMINISTRATION, CURATORIAL POSITIONS, OR CULTURAL PROGRAMMING ARE
AVAILABLE FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN THE CREATIVE SECTOR.

5. RESEARCH AND ACADEMIA: SOME STUDENTS MAY CHOOSE TO CONTINUE THEIR EDUCATION, PURSUING GRADUATE STUDIES IN
RELATED FIELDS.

STUDENT INVOLVEMENT AND RESOURCES

UC DAVIS OFFERS NUMEROUS RESOURCES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS PURSUING THE CHICANO STUDIES MINOR.

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS

1. CHICANO/LATINO STUDENT ASSOCIATION: THIS ORGANIZATION FOSTERS COMMUNITY AMONG STUDENTS AND PROVIDES A
PLATFORM FOR ADVOCACY AND CULTURAL EVENTS.

2. MoviMENTO ESTUDIANTIL CHicano DE AzTLE] N (MECHA): A STUDENT ORGANIZATION DEDICATED TO PROMOTING CHICANO
CULTURE AND ADDRESSING EDUCATIONAL INEQUALITIES.

ACADEMIC RESOURCES

- LisrARY Access: THE UC DAVIS LIBRARY HAS A VAST COLLECTION OF RESOURCES RELATED TO CHICANO STUDIES,
INCLUDING BOOKS, JOURNALS, AND ARCHIVAL MATERIALS.

- ADVISING SERVICES: ACADEMIC ADVISORS ARE AVAILABLE TO HELP STUDENTS NAVIGATE THEIR COURSE SELECTIONS AND
CAREER OPTIONS.

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

UC DAVIS HAS ESTABLISHED PARTNERSHIPS WITH LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS, ALLOWING STUDENTS TO ENGAGE WITH THE
COMMUNITY THROUGH INTERNSHIPS AND SERVICE-LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES. THESE PARTNERSHIPS ENHANCE THE EDUCATIONAL
EXPERIENCE AND PROVIDE REAL-\WORLD APPLICATIONS OF CLASSROOM LEARNING.

CoNCLUSION

THe CHicaNo STUDIES MINoR UC DAVIS IS A VALUABLE PROGRAM FOR STUDENTS SEEKING TO UNDERSTAND AND ENGAGE WITH
THE RICH TAPESTRY OF CHICANO AND LATINO CULTURES. WITH ITS INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH, STRONG FOCUS ON SOCIAL
JUSTICE, AND NUMEROUS OPPORTUNITIES FOR COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, THIS MINOR PROVIDES STUDENTS WITH THE TOOLS
NECESSARY TO ADVOCATE FOR CHANGE AND CONTRIBUTE MEANINGFULLY TO SOCIETY. WHETHER STUDENTS CHOOSE TO ENTER
EDUCATION, PUBLIC POLICY, OR COMMUNITY SERVICE, THE SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE GAINED THROUGH THIS MINOR WILL SERVE
THEM WELL IN THEIR FUTURE ENDEAVORS. EMBRACING THE CHICANO EXPERIENCE NOT ONLY ENRICHES INDIVIDUAL LIVES BUT ALSO
FOSTERS A MORE INCLUSIVE AND EQUITABLE SOCIETY.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT Is A CHICANO STuDIES MINOR AT UC DAvis?

THe CHICANO STUDIES MINOR AT UC DAVIS IS AN ACADEMIC PROGRAM THAT FOCUSES ON THE HISTORY, CULTURE, AND



SOCIAL ISSUES OF CHICANO AND LATINO COMMUNITIES IN THE UNITED STATES, EMPHASIZING CRITICAL PERSPECTIVES AND
INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACHES.

\WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS TO COMPLETE A CHICANO STUDIES MINOR AT UC
DAvis?

To coMPLETE A CHICANO STUDIES MINOR AT UC DAVIS, STUDENTS TYPICALLY NEED TO COMPLETE A SERIES OF CORE
COURSES IN CHICANO STUDIES, ALONG WITH ELECTIVE COURSES FROM RELATED DISCIPLINES, TOTALING A MINIMUM NUMBER OF
UNITS AS SPECIFIED BY THE PROGRAM.

How caN A CHICANO STUDIES MINOR ENHANCE MY CAREER OPPORTUNITIES?

A CHICANO STUDIES MINOR CAN ENHANCE CAREER OPPORTUNITIES BY PROVIDING A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF CULTURAL
DIVERSITY, SOCIAL JUSTICE, AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, WHICH ARE VALUABLE IN FIELDS SUCH AS EDUCATION, SOCIAL
WORK, PUBLIC POLICY, AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZING.

WHAT TYPES OF COURSES ARE OFFERED IN THE CHICANO STUDIES MINOR?

COURSES OFFERED IN THE CHICANO STUDIES MINOR MAY INCLUDE TOPICS SUCH AS CHICANO HISTORY, CULTURAL EXPRESSION,
SOCIAL MOVEMENTS, IMMIGRATION POLICY, AND CONTEMPORARY ISSUES FACING LATINO COMMUNITIES.

ARE THERE ANY SPECIFIC FACULTY MEMBERS INVOLVED IN CHICANO STUDIES AT UC
DAvis?

Yes, UC DAVIS HAS A DIVERSE FACULTY INVOLVED IN CHICANO STUDIES, MANY OF WHOM SPECIALIZE IN VARIOUS ASPECTS OF
LATINO CULTURE, HISTORY, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE, PROVIDING STUDENTS WITH EXPERT GUIDANCE AND MENTORSHIP.

CAN | TAKE COURSES IN CHICANO STUDIES IF | AM NOT A MINOR?

Yes, sTUDENTS AT UC DAVIS CAN ENROLL IN CHICANO STUDIES COURSES REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THEY ARE PURSUING A
MINOR OR NOT, PROVIDED THEY MEET THE PREREQUISITES FOR THE COURSES.

\WHAT COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE
CHICANO STUDIES MINOR?

THE CHICANO STUDIES MINOR OFTEN INCLUDES COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES SUCH AS INTERNSHIPS, SERVICE-
LEARNING PROJECTS, AND COLLABORATIONS WITH LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS FOCUSED ON LATINO ADVOCACY AND CULTURAL
EDUCATION.

How poes THE CHICANO STUDIES MINOR CONTRIBUTE TO UNDERSTANDING SOCIAL
JUSTICE ISSUES?

THE CHICANO STUDIES MINOR CONTRIBUTES TO UNDERSTANDING SOCIAL JUSTICE ISSUES BY EXAMINING THE HISTORICAL AND
CONTEMPORARY STRUGGLES OF CHICANO AND LATINO COMMUNITIES, FOSTERING CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF SYSTEMIC INEQUALITIES
AND PROMOTING ADVOCACY FOR SOCIAL CHANGE.

\WHAT RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE FOR STUDENTS INTERESTED IN CHICANO STUDIES AT
UC Davis?

STUDENTS INTERESTED IN CHICANO STUDIES AT UC DAVIS CAN ACCESS VARIOUS RESOURCES, INCLUDING ACADEMIC ADVISING,
RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES, CULTURAL EVENTS, AND CAMPUS ORGANIZATIONS THAT PROMOTE LATINO CULTURE AND
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT.
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