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Christ centered higher education Dr. David L. McKenna has played a pivotal role in
shaping the landscape of Christian academia. With a career spanning several decades, Dr.
McKenna has been an influential figure in promoting an education model that integrates
faith with learning. This article will explore his contributions to the field, the principles of
Christ-centered higher education, and the impact of his work on institutions and students
alike.

Understanding Christ-Centered Higher Education

At its core, Christ-centered higher education emphasizes the integration of faith and
learning. This educational approach seeks to develop not only the intellectual abilities of
students but also their spiritual and moral character. It aims to create a holistic learning
environment where students can grow in their understanding of God, themselves, and the
world around them.

The Principles of Christ-Centered Education

Christ-centered higher education is built on several foundational principles:

Integration of Faith and Learning: This principle encourages students to view their
academic pursuits through the lens of their Christian faith, fostering a worldview that
reflects biblical teachings.

Holistic Development: Emphasizing the importance of nurturing the whole person,
this approach focuses on intellectual, spiritual, emotional, and social growth.

Community Engagement: Christ-centered institutions often promote service and
outreach, encouraging students to live out their faith in practical ways.

Academic Rigor: While faith is central, these institutions also uphold high academic
standards, ensuring that students receive a quality education.

Mentorship: Faculty members serve not only as educators but also as spiritual
mentors, guiding students in their personal and academic journeys.



Dr. David L. McKenna: A Visionary Leader

Dr. David L. McKenna has been a trailblazer in the realm of Christ-centered higher
education. Serving as a president of several universities, including Asbury University and
the University of the Cumberlands, Dr. McKenna has advocated for a model of education
that prioritizes faith without sacrificing academic excellence.

Background and Early Career

Dr. McKenna's journey in education began with a strong commitment to Christian values.
He earned his bachelor's degree from the University of Southern California, followed by a
Master of Divinity from the Asbury Theological Seminary. He later received a Doctor of
Philosophy from the University of Chicago, equipping him with a robust academic
background that would serve him well in his leadership roles.

Impact on Higher Education

Throughout his career, Dr. McKenna has influenced numerous institutions and individuals.
His leadership style is characterized by a deep commitment to the integration of faith and
learning. Some of his notable contributions include:

Curriculum Development: Dr. McKenna has been instrumental in designing1.
curriculums that reflect Christian values while maintaining academic integrity.

Faculty Development: He has prioritized the hiring and training of faculty who are2.
not only experts in their fields but also committed to mentoring students in their
spiritual journeys.

Community Building: Dr. McKenna has fostered a sense of community within3.
institutions, encouraging collaboration and support among students, faculty, and staff.

Global Outreach: He has promoted international programs that allow students to4.
engage with diverse cultures while sharing their faith.

Advocacy for Christian Values: Dr. McKenna has been a vocal advocate for the5.
importance of maintaining Christian principles in higher education, emphasizing their
relevance in today's society.

The Legacy of Dr. David L. McKenna

Dr. McKenna's impact on Christ-centered higher education extends beyond his leadership



roles. His writings, speeches, and advocacy efforts have inspired countless educators and
students to embrace a faith-integrated approach to learning.

Publications and Writings

Dr. McKenna is an accomplished author, having written several books and articles that
explore the intersection of faith and education. His works often address the challenges
faced by Christian institutions and offer practical solutions for integrating faith into
academic life. Some notable publications include:

"The Future of Christian Higher Education": This book discusses the evolving
landscape of higher education and the role of faith-based institutions in shaping the
future.

"Teaching with Integrity": In this work, he emphasizes the importance of ethical
teaching practices grounded in biblical principles.

"Faith and Learning: A Handbook for Faculty": This handbook provides practical
guidance for educators on how to incorporate faith into their teaching methodologies.

Influence on Students and Alumni

The impact of Dr. McKenna's work is perhaps most evident in the lives of students and
alumni from the institutions he has led. Many graduates credit their success to the Christ-
centered education they received, highlighting how their academic experiences shaped
their faith and values.

Leadership Roles: Many alumni have gone on to hold significant leadership positions
in various sectors, embodying the principles of faith-based leadership.

Community Service: Graduates often engage in community service and outreach,
demonstrating a commitment to living out their faith in practical ways.

Continued Faith Development: Many former students maintain a lifelong
commitment to spiritual growth, often attributing this to the mentorship and guidance
they received during their time in school.

The Future of Christ-Centered Higher Education

As the landscape of higher education continues to evolve, the principles championed by Dr.



David L. McKenna remain more relevant than ever. The integration of faith and learning
presents a unique opportunity for students to navigate a complex world while holding true
to their values.

Challenges and Opportunities

While Christ-centered higher education faces challenges such as increasing secularization
and financial pressures, there are also abundant opportunities for growth:

Innovation in Curriculum: Institutions can develop innovative programs that1.
address contemporary issues from a Christian perspective.

Online Learning: The rise of online education offers new avenues for reaching2.
students globally and providing accessible Christian education.

Collaborative Partnerships: Building partnerships with churches, organizations,3.
and other institutions can enhance the reach and impact of Christ-centered programs.

Advocacy for Faith-Based Education: Continued advocacy for the importance of4.
faith-based education can help raise awareness and support for these institutions.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Christ-centered higher education Dr. David L. McKenna has made an
indelible mark on the field of Christian academia. Through his leadership, writings, and
unwavering commitment to integrating faith with learning, he has inspired a generation of
students and educators. As we look to the future, the principles of Christ-centered
education will continue to guide institutions and individuals in their pursuit of academic
excellence and spiritual growth.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Dr. David L. McKenna?
Dr. David L. McKenna is a prominent figure in Christian higher education, known for his
leadership roles at various institutions and his advocacy for integrating faith with academic
pursuits.

What is the significance of Christ-centered higher



education?
Christ-centered higher education emphasizes the integration of Christian values and
teachings into the academic curriculum, fostering a holistic development of students that
aligns intellectual growth with spiritual formation.

What institutions has Dr. McKenna served?
Dr. McKenna has served as president of several institutions, including Spring Arbor
University and the University of the Cumberlands, where he has made significant
contributions to their mission and vision.

What are some key themes in Dr. McKenna's work?
Key themes in Dr. McKenna's work include leadership, the importance of a Christian
worldview in education, and the role of higher education in societal transformation.

How has Dr. McKenna influenced Christian higher
education?
Dr. McKenna has influenced Christian higher education by promoting innovative educational
practices, advocating for the development of servant leaders, and emphasizing the
importance of community engagement.

What are Dr. McKenna’s views on the future of
Christian higher education?
Dr. McKenna believes that the future of Christian higher education lies in its ability to adapt
to cultural changes while remaining committed to its core mission of educating the whole
person in a Christ-centered environment.

What are some challenges facing Christ-centered higher
education today?
Challenges include maintaining enrollment, addressing financial sustainability, and
navigating societal shifts in attitudes toward faith and education.

What role does Dr. McKenna see for technology in
Christ-centered education?
Dr. McKenna sees technology as a tool that can enhance the learning experience, facilitate
global connections, and promote the dissemination of Christian values in innovative ways.

How can students benefit from a Christ-centered higher
education approach?
Students benefit from a Christ-centered education through a supportive community, a



curriculum that nurtures both faith and intellect, and opportunities for personal growth and
service.
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