
citizenship in the world merit badge
worksheet
Citizenship in the World merit badge worksheet is an essential component of the Boy Scouts of
America (BSA) program, designed to educate scouts about their responsibilities as citizens of a
global community. This merit badge encourages scouts to understand international relations,
cultural diversity, and the impact of their actions on a global scale. In this article, we will explore the
requirements for earning the Citizenship in the World merit badge, the significance of global
citizenship, and practical activities that scouts can engage in to fulfill the merit badge requirements.

Understanding the Citizenship in the World Merit
Badge

The Citizenship in the World merit badge aims to broaden scouts' perspectives on the world and
their role within it. This badge is particularly important in today’s interconnected society, where
global issues affect local communities. The merit badge encourages scouts to engage with
international cultures, understand global challenges, and appreciate the value of civic responsibility
beyond their own borders.

Requirements for Earning the Merit Badge

To earn the Citizenship in the World merit badge, scouts must complete a series of requirements.
These may vary slightly based on local council guidelines but generally include the following:

1. Discussing Citizenship: Scouts must explain what citizenship means and why it is important to be
an active citizen in both their own country and the world.
2. Understanding Global Issues: Scouts are required to discuss current world issues, including
poverty, hunger, pollution, and conflicts, and how these issues affect people across the globe.
3. Researching International Organizations: Scouts must learn about organizations that work
internationally, such as the United Nations, and discuss their roles in promoting peace and
cooperation.
4. Cultural Awareness: Scouts must explore the customs, traditions, and beliefs of a country
different from their own, fostering a greater appreciation for diversity.
5. Community Service: Participation in a community service project that has an international focus is
often a requirement, demonstrating the importance of giving back and aiding those in need around
the world.
6. Personal Commitment: Scouts are encouraged to make a personal commitment to global
citizenship and outline steps they can take to contribute positively to the world.

The Importance of Global Citizenship



Global citizenship emphasizes the interconnectedness of all individuals, regardless of nationality or
culture. Understanding this concept is crucial for several reasons:

1. Promoting Tolerance and Understanding

In a world filled with diverse cultures and beliefs, fostering tolerance and understanding is vital.
Scouts who engage with the principles of global citizenship learn to appreciate differences and build
relationships across cultural divides. This understanding helps combat stereotypes and prejudices,
promoting a more inclusive society.

2. Encouraging Civic Responsibility

Global citizens recognize their responsibilities not only to their local community but also to the world
at large. This sense of responsibility can inspire scouts to take action on a variety of issues, from
environmental sustainability to human rights advocacy. By understanding how their actions impact
others, scouts can become more conscientious decision-makers.

3. Preparing for Future Challenges

As the world faces complex challenges such as climate change, economic disparity, and political
unrest, it is essential for future leaders to be equipped with the knowledge and skills necessary to
address these issues. The Citizenship in the World merit badge provides scouts with a foundational
understanding of global dynamics, preparing them for active participation in international
discussions and solutions.

Practical Activities for Scouts

To fully engage with the requirements of the Citizenship in the World merit badge, scouts can
participate in various practical activities. Here are some suggestions:

1. Cultural Exchange Programs

Participating in a cultural exchange program allows scouts to immerse themselves in a different
culture. This could involve hosting an exchange student or visiting another country. Scouts can
document their experiences and share what they learned about the culture, traditions, and values of
their host country.

2. Community Service Projects



Engaging in community service projects that have an international focus can be impactful. Examples
include:

- Organizing a food drive to support global hunger relief efforts.
- Fundraising for disaster relief in countries affected by natural calamities.
- Volunteering with local organizations that support immigrants and refugees.

These projects not only fulfill the merit badge requirement but also instill a sense of empathy and
global awareness in scouts.

3. Hosting a Cultural Event

Scouts can organize a cultural event or festival to celebrate diversity within their community. This
event could include food, music, dance, and educational booths representing different countries.
This not only educates the scouts and their peers about various cultures but also promotes
community cohesion and appreciation for diversity.

4. Research and Presentations

Conducting research on a specific global issue or international organization can deepen a scout's
understanding of global citizenship. Scouts can prepare presentations to share their findings with
their troop or community, fostering discussions on the importance of global awareness and activism.

Conclusion

The Citizenship in the World merit badge worksheet serves as a valuable tool for scouts to explore
their role as global citizens. Through engaging activities and meaningful discussions, scouts gain
insights into the complexities of international relations and cultural diversity. By completing the
requirements for this merit badge, scouts not only fulfill a significant component of their scouting
journey but also become more informed, empathetic, and responsible individuals prepared to
contribute positively to the world. The lessons learned through this merit badge are essential in
shaping future leaders who will navigate the challenges of an ever-changing global landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Citizenship in the World merit
badge?
The purpose of the Citizenship in the World merit badge is to educate scouts about their role as
global citizens, including understanding international relations, cultural diversity, and the
importance of participating in a global community.



What are some key topics covered in the Citizenship in the
World merit badge worksheet?
Key topics covered include the responsibilities of citizenship, the significance of international
organizations, the role of government in different countries, and the importance of understanding
and respecting cultural differences.

How can scouts demonstrate their understanding of global
citizenship for this merit badge?
Scouts can demonstrate their understanding by completing requirements such as researching a
country, attending a meeting on global issues, engaging in community service related to
international themes, or discussing current events with a focus on global impact.

What is one requirement that scouts must fulfill to earn the
Citizenship in the World merit badge?
One requirement is for scouts to participate in a discussion about a current event that has global
implications, and explain how it affects their own community or country.

Why is cultural awareness emphasized in the Citizenship in
the World merit badge?
Cultural awareness is emphasized because understanding and respecting different cultures fosters
better communication and cooperation, which are essential for peaceful coexistence and global
citizenship in an increasingly interconnected world.
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