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CNA state exam passing score Illinois is a critical piece of information for aspiring Certified Nursing

Assistants (CNAs) in the state. Understanding the requirements and the exam format is essential for

those looking to embark on a rewarding career in healthcare. This article will delve into the specifics of

the CNA state exam in Illinois, including the passing score, preparation tips, and what to expect on

exam day.

Understanding the CNA State Exam

The CNA state exam is designed to evaluate the skills and knowledge of candidates aspiring to work

as nursing assistants. In Illinois, the exam consists of two main components: a written (or oral) test

and a skills evaluation. Both components are crucial in determining whether a candidate is ready to

take on the responsibilities of a CNA.

Components of the CNA State Exam

1. Written Test: This part of the exam typically consists of 75 multiple-choice questions. Candidates

must demonstrate their understanding of fundamental nursing concepts, patient care, and safety

protocols.

2. Skills Evaluation: After passing the written test, candidates must successfully complete a skills

demonstration. This involves performing a selected number of nursing skills, such as handwashing,

taking vital signs, and transferring patients.



Passing Score for the CNA State Exam in Illinois

To become a certified nursing assistant in Illinois, candidates must achieve a specific passing score on

both parts of the exam.

Written Test Score Requirements

- The passing score for the written portion of the CNA exam in Illinois is minimum 80%. This means

candidates must answer at least 60 out of 75 questions correctly to pass.

- It’s important to note that candidates can choose between a written or an oral exam if they prefer.

The oral exam consists of 75 questions spoken aloud, and the same passing score applies.

Skills Evaluation Requirements

- For the skills portion, candidates must demonstrate competency in a set of required skills. While

there is no numeric score for this part of the exam, candidates must successfully perform all assigned

skills to pass.

- Typically, candidates are assessed on five skills, which are drawn from a larger pool of potential

skills.

Preparation Tips for the CNA State Exam

Preparing for the CNA state exam is essential for success. Here are some effective strategies to help

candidates get ready:



Study Materials

- Textbooks and Study Guides: Utilize CNA textbooks that cover essential material and nursing

fundamentals. Many study guides are tailored specifically for the Illinois CNA exam.

- Practice Tests: Taking practice exams can help familiarize candidates with the test format and types

of questions they will encounter.

Skills Practice

- Hands-On Practice: Join a CNA training program that provides practical experience. Regular practice

of key skills will build confidence and increase the likelihood of passing the skills evaluation.

- Study Groups: Collaborating with fellow CNA candidates can enhance understanding and retention of

material.

Exam Day Preparation

- Rest Well: Ensure to get a good night’s sleep before the exam day to promote alertness and focus.

- Arrive Early: Arriving at the testing center early can help reduce anxiety and allow candidates to get

settled.

What to Expect on Exam Day

Understanding what happens on exam day can help candidates feel more comfortable and prepared.



Check-in Process

- Candidates will need to present valid identification and any required paperwork.

- The exam proctor will provide instructions on the testing process and what to expect for both the

written and skills components.

Taking the Written Test

- Candidates will have a set amount of time to complete the 75-question written test, usually around 90

minutes.

- It’s important to read each question carefully and avoid rushing through the exam.

Skills Evaluation

- After passing the written test, candidates can expect to demonstrate their skills in front of a certified

evaluator.

- Each candidate will receive a set of skills to perform, and they will be assessed on their technique,

safety, and overall competence.

After the Exam: Next Steps

Once candidates have completed the CNA state exam, there are a few important steps to take.

Receiving Exam Results



- Candidates typically receive their results within a few days to a few weeks after the exam.

- If a candidate passes both the written and skills portions, they will receive instructions on how to

obtain their CNA certification.

What If You Don’t Pass?

- Candidates who do not pass one or both parts of the exam can retake the test. Illinois allows

candidates to retake the written and/or skills evaluations as needed.

- It’s advisable to review the areas of weakness before attempting the exam again.

Conclusion

Achieving a passing score on the CNA state exam in Illinois is a significant step toward a fulfilling

career in healthcare. By understanding the passing score requirements, preparing effectively, and

knowing what to expect on exam day, candidates can enhance their chances of success. The journey

to becoming a certified nursing assistant may be challenging, but with dedication and preparation, it

can lead to a rewarding profession that makes a meaningful difference in the lives of patients.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the passing score for the CNA state exam in Illinois?

The passing score for the CNA state exam in Illinois is typically set at 75% or higher.

How many questions are on the CNA state exam in Illinois?

The CNA state exam in Illinois consists of two parts: a written test with 75 questions and a skills

demonstration portion.



What happens if I fail the CNA state exam in Illinois?

If you fail the CNA state exam in Illinois, you can retake the exam. You must complete a retraining

program if you fail both parts of the exam within a specific time frame.

How long do I have to wait to retake the CNA state exam in Illinois?

In Illinois, you must wait at least 30 days before retaking the CNA state exam.

Is there a limit to how many times I can take the CNA state exam in

Illinois?

There is no specific limit to the number of times you can take the CNA state exam in Illinois, but you

must pass within a certain time frame after completing your training.

Where can I find study materials for the CNA state exam in Illinois?

Study materials for the CNA state exam in Illinois can be found through community colleges, online

resources, and CNA training programs.

What topics are covered in the CNA state exam in Illinois?

The CNA state exam in Illinois covers topics such as patient care, infection control, safety procedures,

and basic nursing skills.
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