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Code Talker by Joseph Bruchac is an engaging historical novel that explores the
significant contributions of Navajo soldiers during World War II. This compelling narrative
not only highlights the bravery and ingenuity of these soldiers but also sheds light on the
rich culture and language of the Navajo people. As readers delve into the story, they
discover the vital role played by Native Americans in the war effort and the profound
impact of their unique language as a military code.

Overview of "Code Talker"

In "Code Talker," Joseph Bruchac tells the story of Ned Begay, a young Navajo boy who
becomes a code talker in the United States Marine Corps during World War II. The novel
is set against the backdrop of the war and provides insight into the challenges faced by
Native Americans both on and off the battlefield. Through Ned's journey, readers are
introduced to the complexities of identity, culture, and the importance of preserving one’s
heritage.

The Historical Context of Code Talkers

The use of the Navajo language as a code during World War II was a groundbreaking
strategy employed by the U.S. military. Here are some key points regarding the historical
context:

Recruitment: The U.S. Marines actively sought out Navajo speakers to serve as
code talkers.

Code Development: A unique code was developed based on the Navajo language,
which was difficult for enemies to decipher.

Impact on the War: Code talkers played a crucial role in several key battles,
including Iwo Jima and Okinawa.

Recognition: The contributions of Navajo code talkers were largely unrecognized
until decades after the war.

Character Development in "Code Talker"

Joseph Bruchac excels in character development throughout "Code Talker." The
protagonist, Ned Begay, is a well-rounded character who embodies the struggles and



triumphs of many Native Americans during this era.

Ned Begay: A Symbol of Courage

Ned’s character is central to the narrative and serves as a symbol of courage and
resilience. Key traits include:

Bravery: Ned volunteers to fight for his country, showcasing his commitment and
bravery.

Cultural Pride: Throughout the story, Ned’s pride in his Navajo heritage shines
through.

Adaptability: Ned must adapt to military life while maintaining his cultural identity.

Supporting Characters

The supporting characters in "Code Talker" also play vital roles in enriching the story.
They include:

Ned's Family: His family’s experiences highlight the challenges faced by Native
Americans during the assimilation process.

Fellow Soldiers: The bonds formed between Ned and his fellow code talkers
illustrate the teamwork and camaraderie that developed on the battlefield.

Military Leaders: Various leaders in the military are depicted, showcasing their
varying degrees of understanding and respect for the Navajo culture.

Thematic Elements in "Code Talker"

"Code Talker" is rich with themes that resonate with readers of all ages. Some prominent
themes include:

Identity and Heritage

The struggle to maintain one’s cultural identity in a world that often seeks to erase it is a
central theme in the novel. Ned’s journey underscores the importance of heritage and the



resilience of the Navajo people.

Bravery and Sacrifice

The bravery exhibited by the code talkers serves as a testament to the sacrifices made by
many soldiers during the war. The novel honors their contributions and emphasizes the
importance of recognizing these sacrifices.

Friendship and Camaraderie

The bonds formed between Ned and his fellow soldiers highlight the theme of friendship.
Their shared experiences in combat create a strong sense of brotherhood that transcends
cultural differences.

Writing Style and Audience

Joseph Bruchac’s writing style in "Code Talker" is accessible yet rich in detail. He
effectively balances historical facts with storytelling, making the novel appealing to a
broad audience. The narrative is suitable for young adult readers but also holds significant
value for adults interested in history and Native American culture.

Educational Value

"Code Talker" serves as an educational tool, offering insights into:

Navajo Language: Readers learn about the complexities of the Navajo language and
its role in military history.

World War II History: The novel provides a unique perspective on a lesser-known
aspect of the war.

Cultural Awareness: It fosters an appreciation for Native American culture and the
importance of preserving languages.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Code Talker by Joseph Bruchac is a powerful narrative that celebrates
the bravery and contributions of Navajo code talkers during World War II. Through the



eyes of Ned Begay, readers gain a deeper understanding of the challenges faced by Native
Americans and the importance of cultural identity. The novel serves as both a captivating
story and an educational resource, making it a valuable addition to any reading list. As we
honor the legacy of these courageous soldiers, "Code Talker" reminds us of the enduring
strength of culture and community.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Code Talker' by Joseph
Bruchac?
The main theme of 'Code Talker' revolves around the importance of cultural identity, the
contributions of Native Americans during World War II, and the significance of language
in warfare and communication.

Who is the protagonist of 'Code Talker' and what role
does he play in the story?
The protagonist of 'Code Talker' is Ned Begay, a Navajo boy who becomes a code talker in
the U.S. Marine Corps during World War II, using the Navajo language to create an
unbreakable code for military communications.

How does Joseph Bruchac incorporate historical events
into 'Code Talker'?
Joseph Bruchac incorporates historical events by depicting the experiences of Navajo code
talkers in World War II, highlighting their training, battles, and the impact they had on the
war while also addressing the historical injustices faced by Native Americans.

What role does language play in 'Code Talker'?
Language plays a crucial role in 'Code Talker' as it serves as both a means of
communication in military operations and a symbol of cultural heritage, emphasizing the
Navajo language's significance in preserving identity and facilitating victory in war.

What challenges does Ned Begay face throughout 'Code
Talker'?
Ned Begay faces numerous challenges, including the struggle to balance his cultural
identity with his military duties, the trauma of war, and the prejudice against Native
Americans, all while striving to prove the value and capabilities of his people.

How does 'Code Talker' address the theme of identity?
'Code Talker' addresses the theme of identity by exploring Ned's journey of embracing his



Navajo heritage while serving in a predominantly non-Native military, illustrating the
tension between his roles as a soldier and a member of the Navajo community.

What impact did 'Code Talker' have on the recognition
of Navajo code talkers?
'Code Talker' significantly contributed to the recognition of Navajo code talkers by
bringing their story to a wider audience, highlighting their crucial role in the war, and
fostering a greater appreciation for Native American contributions in U.S. history.
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