
cole hersee switch wiring diagram
Cole Hersee switch wiring diagram is an essential topic for anyone involved in automotive electrical
systems, boat wiring, or any application requiring reliable switching mechanisms. These switches
are widely recognized for their durability and performance in harsh environments. Understanding
how to wire them properly is crucial for ensuring safety, functionality, and longevity of the electrical
systems in which they are used. This article will delve into the intricacies of Cole Hersee switch
wiring diagrams, covering various types of switches, their applications, wiring procedures, and
troubleshooting tips.

Understanding Cole Hersee Switches

Cole Hersee is renowned for manufacturing high-quality electrical components, including a variety
of switches that serve different purposes. These switches can be used in automotive, marine, and
industrial applications, providing reliable performance in demanding conditions.

Types of Cole Hersee Switches

Cole Hersee offers several types of switches, each designed for specific applications. Here are some
of the most common types:

1. Toggle Switches: Used for simple on/off operations, toggle switches are versatile and can handle a
variety of loads.
2. Push Button Switches: Ideal for momentary applications, push button switches are commonly used
in starting systems or activating alarms.
3. Rocker Switches: These switches provide a compact design and are often used in dashboard
applications.
4. Ignition Switches: Specifically designed for starting engines, ignition switches usually come with
multiple positions (off, on, start).
5. Selector Switches: Used to select between multiple circuits or functions, these switches are often
employed in complex systems.

Applications of Cole Hersee Switches

Cole Hersee switches are used in various applications, including:

- Automotive: For ignition systems, lights, and various electronic accessories.
- Marine: In boats for navigation lights, bilge pumps, and other critical systems.
- Industrial Equipment: For machinery control panels, safety systems, and equipment activation.
- Recreational Vehicles (RVs): For managing power to various utilities and appliances.



Wiring Diagrams for Cole Hersee Switches

Wiring diagrams are crucial for correctly installing and connecting Cole Hersee switches. Each
switch type may have a unique wiring configuration, so it's essential to refer to the specific wiring
diagram for the switch you are using. Below is a general overview of how to wire some common
types of Cole Hersee switches.

Wiring a Toggle Switch

A toggle switch typically has two terminals for a simple on/off function. Here’s how to wire it:

1. Identify the Terminals: Most toggle switches have two terminals marked as "1" and "2".
2. Connect the Power Source: Connect the positive lead from the power source to terminal "1".
3. Connect the Load: Connect the load (e.g., a light or motor) to terminal "2".
4. Complete the Circuit: Ensure that the load is connected to ground to complete the circuit.

Wiring Diagram Example:
- Terminal 1: Power Source (+)
- Terminal 2: Load (Light/Motor)
- Ground: Load to Ground

Wiring a Push Button Switch

The push button switch is wired for momentary applications. Here’s a basic wiring guide:

1. Identify the Terminals: A push button switch typically has two terminals.
2. Connect the Power Source: Connect the positive lead from the power source to one terminal.
3. Connect the Load: Connect the other terminal to the load.
4. Complete the Circuit: Again, ensure the load is grounded.

Wiring Diagram Example:
- Terminal A: Power Source (+)
- Terminal B: Load (e.g., Starter Motor)
- Ground: Load to Ground

Wiring an Ignition Switch

Ignition switches are more complex, often featuring multiple terminals for different positions. Here’s
a general guide:

1. Identify the Terminals: Commonly labeled as "B" (Battery), "S" (Start), "I" (Ignition), and "A"
(Access).
2. Connect the Battery: Connect the main battery lead to terminal "B".
3. Connect the Ignition Circuit: Connect the ignition circuit (e.g., power to the fuel pump) to



terminal "I".
4. Connect the Starter Circuit: Connect the starter relay to terminal "S".
5. Connect Accessories: If applicable, connect accessories to terminal "A".

Wiring Diagram Example:
- Terminal B: Battery (+)
- Terminal I: Ignition Circuit
- Terminal S: Starter Relay
- Terminal A: Accessory Power

Tools and Materials Needed for Wiring

To successfully wire Cole Hersee switches, you will need the following tools and materials:

- Wire Strippers: For stripping insulation from wires.
- Screwdrivers: Both flathead and Phillips for connecting terminals.
- Crimping Tool: If using crimp connectors for secure connections.
- Heat Shrink Tubing: To insulate and protect connections.
- Electrical Tape: For additional insulation and securing wires.
- Wire Connectors: Such as spade or ring terminals for connecting wires.
- Multimeter: For testing voltage and ensuring proper connectivity.

Troubleshooting Wiring Issues

Even with proper wiring, issues may arise. Here are some common problems and troubleshooting
tips:

1. Switch Not Functioning:
- Check for loose connections.
- Ensure the switch is correctly wired according to the diagram.
- Test the switch with a multimeter to verify functionality.

2. Intermittent Operation:
- Inspect for frayed wires or poor connections.
- Ensure the switch is not damaged or worn out.

3. Power Drain:
- Check for short circuits or faulty components drawing power when the switch is off.
- Inspect wiring for any signs of wear or damage.

4. Corrosion Issues:
- If used in a marine environment, check for corrosion on terminals and connectors.
- Clean and apply corrosion-resistant products as needed.



Conclusion

Understanding the Cole Hersee switch wiring diagram is essential for anyone looking to ensure the
proper function of their electrical systems in automotive, marine, or industrial applications. By
familiarizing yourself with the different types of switches, their wiring configurations, and
troubleshooting techniques, you can maintain a reliable electrical system. Always remember to
follow safety protocols and refer to specific manufacturer instructions for the best results. With the
right knowledge and tools, you can successfully integrate Cole Hersee switches into your projects,
ensuring they perform optimally in any environment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Cole Hersee switch and what applications is it
commonly used for?
A Cole Hersee switch is a type of electrical switch commonly used in automotive and marine
applications for controlling power to various devices like lights, horns, and accessories.

Where can I find a wiring diagram for a Cole Hersee switch?
Wiring diagrams for Cole Hersee switches can be found on the official Cole Hersee website, in
product manuals, or through various automotive and DIY forums online.

What are the common wire colors used in Cole Hersee switch
wiring diagrams?
Common wire colors include black for ground, red for power, and other colors like yellow or blue for
specific functions, but it can vary by application.

How do I wire a Cole Hersee momentary switch?
To wire a Cole Hersee momentary switch, connect the power source to the switch's input terminal
and connect the output terminal to the device you want to control; ensure you follow the specific
wiring diagram for your switch model.

What safety precautions should I take when wiring a Cole
Hersee switch?
Always disconnect the battery before wiring, use appropriate gauge wire, ensure connections are
secure, and follow the wiring diagram closely to avoid shorts or electrical failures.

Can I use a Cole Hersee switch for high-current applications?
Yes, Cole Hersee switches are designed for high-current applications, but it's essential to select the
right switch model that is rated for the specific current and voltage requirements of your



application.

What are the steps to troubleshoot a Cole Hersee switch that
isn't working?
To troubleshoot, first check the wiring connections for any loose or corroded contacts, test the
switch with a multimeter to ensure it's functioning, and verify that power is reaching the switch from
the source.
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