
city of angels movie quotes
City of Angels movie quotes have a profound ability to resonate with
audiences, capturing the essence of love, loss, and the human experience.
Directed by Brad Silberling, "City of Angels" is a 1998 romantic fantasy film
that tells the story of an angel named Seth, portrayed by Nicolas Cage, who
falls in love with a mortal woman, Maggie, played by Meg Ryan. Set against
the stunning backdrop of Los Angeles, the film explores themes of connection,
sacrifice, and the yearning for something greater. This article delves into
some of the most memorable quotes from the film, highlighting their
significance and impact.

Understanding the Context of the Quotes

Before diving into the quotes themselves, it's essential to understand the
emotional landscape of the film. "City of Angels" is a remake of the German
film "Wings of Desire," and it captures the struggle of an angel experiencing
human emotions for the first time. The dialogue often reflects deep
philosophical themes and the bittersweet nature of love.

Key Themes Reflected in Quotes

The quotes from "City of Angels" can be categorized into several key themes:

1. Love and Longing
2. Sacrifice and Choice
3. Life and Death
4. Hope and Despair

Each of these themes encapsulates the essence of the film, making the quotes
deeply impactful.

Iconic Quotes from City of Angels

Here are some of the most notable quotes from "City of Angels," along with an
analysis of their significance:

1. "I would rather have had one breath of your hair,
one kiss of your mouth, one touch of your hand than



an eternity without it."

This poignant line captures the essence of Seth's desire for a mortal
experience. It emphasizes the depth of his love for Maggie and illustrates
the film's central conflict: the choice between eternal life as an angel and
the fleeting beauty of human connection. The quote resonates with anyone who
has experienced love, making it one of the film's most memorable lines.

2. "You know, I can't remember a time when I wasn't
in love with you."

This quote, spoken by Maggie, highlights the idea of destined love. It
suggests that their connection transcends time and existence, reinforcing the
film's theme of romantic fate. It also brings forth the idea that love can be
a driving force in our lives, often influencing our choices and experiences.

3. "I see you."

Seth's simple yet profound declaration serves as a powerful reminder of the
importance of being truly seen and understood. In a world where many people
feel invisible, this quote resonates deeply, emphasizing the significance of
connection and recognition in relationships. It encapsulates the essence of
intimacy and vulnerability, making it a cornerstone of the film's emotional
core.

4. "What is it like to be a human?"

Seth's inquiry reflects his struggle to comprehend human emotions and
experiences. This question serves as a catalyst for his transformation
throughout the film. It prompts viewers to consider the complexities of being
human, the joy and pain that come with it, and the richness of emotional
experiences that angels, despite their eternal existence, cannot fully grasp.

5. "You know, you should really think about what you
want."

This line, delivered during a pivotal moment in the film, speaks to the theme
of choice. It serves as a reminder that the decisions we make, particularly
concerning love and relationships, can have profound consequences. This quote
encourages introspection and highlights the idea that clarity about our
desires can shape our paths.



The Emotional Impact of the Quotes

The quotes from "City of Angels" are not merely dialogue; they are poignant
reflections of the characters' inner struggles and aspirations. The emotional
weight of these words contributes to the film's lasting impact on audiences.
Here are some ways in which these quotes resonate:

Evoking Empathy: The characters’ struggles with love and loss evoke
empathy, allowing viewers to relate their experiences to those portrayed
on screen.

Encouraging Reflection: The philosophical questions raised prompt
viewers to reflect on their own lives, relationships, and the choices
they make.

Creating a Lasting Impression: The film's quotes often linger in the
minds of viewers, becoming part of their personal lexicon when
discussing love and loss.

Why City of Angels Remains Relevant

"City of Angels" continues to resonate with audiences long after its release
due to its exploration of timeless themes. The quotes encapsulate the human
experience, touching on aspects of love, sacrifice, and the search for
meaning. In an era where people often seek connection and understanding, the
film's messages remain profoundly relevant.

1. Enduring Popularity

Quotes from "City of Angels" are often cited and referenced in various
contexts, from casual conversations to romantic gestures. Their ability to
articulate complex emotions succinctly contributes to their enduring
popularity. The film has earned a place in the hearts of many, making its
quotes a part of cultural discourse.

2. Universal Themes

The themes of love and sacrifice are universal, transcending cultural and
temporal boundaries. The film speaks to anyone who has ever experienced the
joy of love or the pain of loss. This universality ensures that the quotes
will continue to resonate with future generations, allowing the film to



remain a touchstone in the romantic genre.

3. Inspiring Art and Creativity

The emotional depth of the quotes has inspired countless artists, writers,
and creators. The film's dialogue has been referenced in literature, music,
and visual arts, showcasing how powerful words can inspire creativity and
evoke emotion.

Conclusion

The City of Angels movie quotes are more than just memorable lines; they
encapsulate the film's exploration of love, sacrifice, and the human
experience. Each quote serves as a poignant reminder of the beauty and
complexity of relationships, encouraging viewers to reflect on their own
lives. As audiences continue to connect with these words, "City of Angels"
remains a timeless tale that speaks to the heart, making its quotes resonate
across generations. Whether you’re revisiting the film or discovering it for
the first time, the power of its dialogue will undoubtedly leave a lasting
impression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the most iconic quote from the movie 'City
of Angels'?
One of the most iconic quotes from 'City of Angels' is when Seth says, 'I
would rather have had one breath of her hair, one kiss of her mouth, one
touch of her hand, than eternity without it.'

How does the quote 'You know, I can see you' reflect
the central theme of 'City of Angels'?
This quote emphasizes the connection and longing between the angel Seth and
the mortal woman, highlighting the film's exploration of love and the desire
to experience life fully.

What does the quote 'It’s like I’m not really here'
signify in the context of the film?
This quote signifies the feeling of detachment and isolation experienced by
angels, and it underscores Seth's struggle with his existence as a being who
observes but cannot fully engage with the human world.



Can you explain the significance of the quote 'I
wish I could be with you'?
This quote encapsulates Seth's yearning for a human experience and his deep
emotional connection with Maggie, highlighting the central conflict of
choosing between love and his angelic duties.

What does the quote 'You can't see me' imply about
angels in 'City of Angels'?
This quote implies that angels exist in a realm that is separate from humans,
emphasizing the theme of invisibility and the longing for connection that
permeates the film.

How does the line 'I don't want to be an angel
anymore' reflect Seth's transformation?
This line reflects Seth's desire to experience human emotions and mortality,
marking a pivotal moment in his transformation from an observer to someone
who deeply craves love and connection.

What is the emotional impact of Maggie's quote, 'I
see you'?
Maggie's quote 'I see you' signifies recognition and understanding,
symbolizing the profound bond she shares with Seth and the idea that love
allows one to truly 'see' another person.

How do the quotes in 'City of Angels' contribute to
its overall message about love?
The quotes in 'City of Angels' contribute to its message by illustrating the
depth of love's power and the sacrifices it demands, emphasizing that true
love transcends the boundaries of life and death.
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