
children of time
children of time is a critically acclaimed science fiction novel written by Adrian Tchaikovsky. This
work explores complex themes of evolution, civilization, and survival through a unique narrative that
spans millennia and features both human and non-human characters. The story combines elements
of speculative biology, space exploration, and artificial intelligence, offering readers a profound
examination of the nature of intelligence and societal development. As a standout in contemporary
sci-fi literature, children of time has garnered numerous awards and widespread praise for its
originality and depth. This article provides an in-depth analysis of children of time, covering its plot,
themes, characters, and its impact on the science fiction genre. Readers will gain a comprehensive
understanding of why children of time remains a significant and influential work within modern
speculative fiction.
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Overview of children of time
Children of Time is a science fiction novel first published in 2015 by British author Adrian
Tchaikovsky. The book is renowned for its ambitious storytelling, which intertwines human and
arachnid narratives across a vast timescale. It showcases a future where humanity attempts to
terraform a distant planet using a virus designed to accelerate the evolution of intelligent life.
However, the virus affects a species of spiders, leading to a unique civilization that evolves
independently of humans. This premise sets children of time apart as a work that challenges
traditional human-centric narratives in science fiction.

Author background
Adrian Tchaikovsky is an English author known for blending scientific accuracy with imaginative
world-building. His expertise in evolutionary biology and interest in anthropology heavily influence
children of time, resulting in a novel that is both scientifically plausible and richly imaginative.
Tchaikovsky’s ability to craft complex ecosystems and societies has earned him recognition and
awards in the science fiction community.



Genre and style
Children of Time falls within the hard science fiction subgenre, emphasizing scientific accuracy and
logical consistency. The narrative is characterized by detailed descriptions, multi-layered plots, and
a focus on evolutionary biology and technology. The prose balances technicality with accessibility,
allowing readers to engage with advanced scientific concepts without losing the story’s emotional
and philosophical depth.

Plot and narrative structure
The plot of children of time unfolds over thousands of years, following two primary storylines: the
rise of a spider civilization on a terraformed planet and the remnants of humanity searching for a
new home. This dual narrative explores the evolution of intelligence and the challenges of survival in
a hostile universe.

Spider civilization development
One of the novel’s central arcs focuses on the spiders, who develop advanced intelligence due to the
terraforming virus. Their society progresses through various stages, from simple survival to complex
social structures, technological innovation, and philosophical inquiry. This storyline offers a detailed
look at non-human intelligence and the parallels and divergences from human civilization.

Humanity’s quest for survival
Simultaneously, children of time follows human survivors aboard a spaceship fleeing a dying Earth.
Their journey is fraught with political conflict, resource scarcity, and existential threats. The
intersection of these two narratives culminates in a profound encounter between humans and the
spider civilization, challenging notions of identity, cooperation, and coexistence.

Narrative techniques
The novel employs a third-person omniscient perspective, alternating between human and spider
viewpoints. This approach allows readers to empathize with both species and understand their
motivations and challenges. The temporal shifts and parallel storytelling create a rich, layered
narrative that explores themes of time, evolution, and legacy.

Themes and motifs
Children of Time is rich with themes that explore philosophical and scientific questions about life,
intelligence, and civilization. These themes are interwoven throughout the narrative, providing
depth and resonance to the story.



Evolution and natural selection
The novel’s core theme revolves around evolution, illustrating natural selection as a powerful force
shaping intelligence and society. Through the spider civilization’s development, children of time
examines how environmental pressures and genetic mutations can lead to complex social behaviors
and technological advancements.

Survival and adaptation
Both humans and spiders face existential challenges that require adaptation and resilience. The
story highlights survival not just as a biological imperative but as a driver of innovation and cultural
evolution. This motif underscores the importance of flexibility and cooperation in the face of
adversity.

Intelligence and consciousness
Children of Time questions what constitutes intelligence and consciousness by presenting non-
human perspectives. The spiders’ unique cognition and social structures invite readers to reconsider
anthropocentric definitions of sentience and societal progress.

Conflict and coexistence
The interaction between humans and spiders explores themes of conflict, misunderstanding, and the
potential for coexistence. The novel challenges assumptions about identity and otherness,
advocating for empathy and mutual respect across species boundaries.

Character analysis
Children of Time features a diverse cast of characters, both human and spider, each contributing to
the novel’s thematic complexity and narrative depth. The characters embody various aspects of
survival, leadership, and moral ambiguity.

Key human characters
The human characters represent the remnants of a once-dominant species struggling to preserve
their legacy. Leaders, scientists, and survivors each grapple with ethical dilemmas and the pressures
of ensuring humanity’s continuity. Their development reflects themes of hope, desperation, and the
consequences of past actions.

Spider protagonists
The spider characters are portrayed with remarkable depth, exhibiting emotions, intelligence, and
social bonds. Their leaders and innovators drive the civilization’s progress, facing challenges that



mirror human experiences. These characters expand the novel’s exploration of intelligence beyond
human norms.

Character dynamics
The interplay between human and spider characters, especially during their eventual encounter,
highlights themes of communication, prejudice, and cooperation. The evolving relationships
underscore the novel’s message about the potential for understanding across profound differences.

World-building and scientific concepts
Children of Time excels in creating a believable and immersive universe grounded in scientific
theory and imaginative extrapolation. The detailed world-building enriches the narrative and
enhances its thematic impact.

Terraforming and astrobiology
The novel’s premise centers on terraforming, the process of making a planet habitable for life.
Children of Time explores the scientific challenges and ethical implications of altering ecosystems,
highlighting the unpredictability of introducing engineered viruses to accelerate evolution.

Evolutionary biology and speculative science
Adrian Tchaikovsky integrates real evolutionary principles with speculative elements to depict the
spiders’ development. This blend of science and imagination provides a plausible framework for non-
human intelligence, contributing to the novel’s originality.

Technology and artificial intelligence
The story features advanced human technology, including AI and space travel, which play crucial
roles in the plot. The relationship between technology and biological evolution is a recurring theme,
illustrating different paths to intelligence and civilization.

Social and ecological systems
The spider society is portrayed with a complex social hierarchy and ecological awareness. Children
of Time delves into how environmental factors shape social organization, cooperation, and conflict
within an alien species.



Reception and impact
Children of Time has received widespread acclaim from critics and readers alike, establishing itself
as a landmark work in contemporary science fiction. Its innovative approach to storytelling and
scientific exploration has influenced the genre and inspired discussions on speculative evolution.

Awards and recognition
The novel won the prestigious Arthur C. Clarke Award in 2016 and was nominated for several other
major science fiction honors. Its critical success is attributed to its originality, depth, and the
seamless integration of complex scientific ideas into an engaging narrative.

Critical analysis
Scholars and reviewers have praised children of time for its sophisticated treatment of evolutionary
theory and its challenge to anthropocentric viewpoints. The novel is frequently cited in discussions
about the future of science fiction and its capacity to address philosophical questions through
speculative storytelling.

Influence on science fiction
Children of Time has contributed to a growing interest in speculative biology and non-human
perspectives within science fiction. Its success has encouraged authors to explore alternative forms
of intelligence and societal development, expanding the boundaries of the genre.

Legacy and future works
The novel’s impact is further extended by its sequel, children of ruin, which continues exploring
themes of evolution and contact between intelligent species. Together, these works solidify Adrian
Tchaikovsky’s reputation as a leading voice in innovative science fiction.

Summary list of key elements in children of time

Exploration of non-human intelligence through evolving spider civilization

Dual narrative structure intertwining human and alien perspectives

Thematic focus on evolution, survival, and coexistence

Rich world-building grounded in scientific theory

Recognition through major science fiction awards



Influence on the genre’s approach to speculative biology and culture

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Children of Time' about?
'Children of Time' is a science fiction novel by Adrian Tchaikovsky that explores the rise of a new
civilization on a terraformed planet, following the evolution of intelligent spiders as humanity faces
extinction.

Who is the author of 'Children of Time'?
The author of 'Children of Time' is British writer Adrian Tchaikovsky.

Has 'Children of Time' won any awards?
Yes, 'Children of Time' won the Arthur C. Clarke Award for Best Science Fiction Novel in 2016.

Is there a sequel to 'Children of Time'?
Yes, the sequel to 'Children of Time' is titled 'Children of Ruin', which continues exploring themes of
evolution and interspecies interaction in a different setting.

What are the main themes explored in 'Children of Time'?
'Children of Time' explores themes such as evolution, intelligence, survival, the impact of
technology, and the nature of civilization.

Has 'Children of Time' been adapted into a movie or TV series?
As of now, 'Children of Time' has not been adapted into a movie or TV series, but there have been
discussions about potential adaptations.

Additional Resources
1. Children of Time by Adrian Tchaikovsky
This science fiction novel explores the evolution of an intelligent species of spiders on a terraformed
planet, overseen by a human scientist's legacy. As the spiders develop complex societies and
technologies, humanity faces extinction and must confront its own survival. The story delves into
themes of evolution, consciousness, and the clash of civilizations across millennia.

2. Children of Ruin by Adrian Tchaikovsky
A sequel to Children of Time, this book expands the universe by introducing a new alien species
evolved from octopuses on another terraformed world. It intertwines the fate of humans, spiders,



and these intelligent cephalopods as they encounter one another. The narrative explores
communication, cooperation, and the challenges of coexistence among vastly different life forms.

3. The Three-Body Problem by Liu Cixin
This award-winning novel features humanity's first contact with an alien civilization from a star
system with three suns. It combines hard science fiction with philosophical questions about
civilization, survival, and the consequences of technological advancements. The story spans decades
and explores the impact of extraterrestrial threats on human society.

4. Blindsight by Peter Watts
A deep and cerebral science fiction tale about a crew sent to investigate an alien artifact beyond the
solar system. The novel challenges perceptions of consciousness, intelligence, and what it means to
be human. It presents a dark, thought-provoking look at first contact and the nature of sentient life.

5. Persepolis Rising by James S.A. Corey
Part of The Expanse series, this installment continues humanity’s expansion into space and the
political tensions that arise from it. The series combines space opera with realistic science and
complex characters. Themes include power struggles, colonialism, and the consequences of
technological progress.

6. Foundation by Isaac Asimov
A classic science fiction series about the fall and rise of a galactic empire, guided by the science of
psychohistory. It explores the preservation of knowledge and civilization through periods of chaos
and decline. The narrative spans centuries and highlights the interplay between fate and free will.

7. Spin by Robert Charles Wilson
In this novel, Earth is suddenly enclosed in a mysterious membrane that alters the flow of time
relative to the outside universe. The story follows humanity's response to this cosmic event and the
scientific and emotional challenges it brings. It blends personal stories with grand cosmic mysteries.

8. Embassytown by China Miéville
Set on a distant planet where humans coexist with an alien species with a unique language and
culture, the novel explores communication and the limits of understanding. It focuses on the role of
ambassadors who facilitate interaction between species. The book delves into themes of language,
identity, and colonialism.

9. Saturn’s Children by Charles Stross
A space opera featuring a robot protagonist navigating a post-human universe where humanity has
become extinct. The story examines artificial intelligence, freedom, and the legacy of human
civilization. It combines action with philosophical questions about personhood and autonomy.
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