church of the nazarene history

Church of the Nazarene history is a fascinating narrative that encapsulates
the movement's humble beginnings, growth, and the significant impact it has
had on the Christian community worldwide. Founded in the early 20th century,
the Church of the Nazarene emerged from a rich heritage of revivalism and
holiness movements, emphasizing the importance of personal salvation,
sanctification, and a commitment to social justice. This article will explore
the history of the Church of the Nazarene, its key beliefs, and its ongoing
mission in today's world.

Origins of the Church of the Nazarene

The Church of the Nazarene traces its roots back to the holiness movement of
the late 19th century. This movement sought to promote a deeper spiritual
experience for Christians, emphasizing the concept of entire sanctification,
or the idea that believers could achieve a state of spiritual purity and
holiness.

Early Holiness Movements

1. Methodist Influence: The Church of the Nazarene has significant ties to
the Methodist tradition, particularly the teachings of John Wesley, who
emphasized personal holiness and social responsibility.

2. Revival Meetings: Throughout the late 1800s, a series of revival meetings
sparked a renewed interest in holiness theology, leading to the formation of
various holiness denominations.

3. The National Holiness Association: Established in 1895, this association
provided a platform for holiness advocates to gather, share ideas, and
promote their beliefs.

The Founding of the Church of the Nazarene

The formal establishment of the Church of the Nazarene came in the 1900s
through the efforts of several key figures:

- Phineas F. Bresee: Often regarded as the founder of the Church of the
Nazarene, Bresee was a Methodist minister who played a pivotal role in the
early development of the church.

- First General Assembly: In 1907, the first General Assembly of the Church
of the Nazarene was held in Pilot Point, Texas. This meeting marked the
official organization of the church and established its foundational
principles.



Key Beliefs and Doctrines

The Church of the Nazarene is characterized by specific beliefs that shape
its identity and mission. Understanding these doctrines is crucial to
comprehending the church's history and its ongoing influence.

Core Doctrines

1. Salvation: The Church teaches that salvation is available to all through
faith in Jesus Christ. This belief emphasizes personal repentance and
acceptance of Christ as Savior.

2. Entire Sanctification: A distinctive doctrine of the Church of the
Nazarene is the belief in entire sanctification, which is viewed as a second
work of grace that empowers believers for holy living.

3. Social Justice: The church is deeply committed to social justice and
serving the marginalized, reflecting its roots in the holiness movement. This
commitment extends to issues such as poverty, education, and health care.

Church Governance and Structure

The governance of the Church of the Nazarene is characterized by its
democratic structure, which allows for participation and input from local
congregations:

- Districts: The church is organized into districts, each overseen by a
district superintendent. This structure facilitates communication and support
among congregations.

- General Church: The General Church is governed by a General Assembly, which
meets every four years to discuss key issues and set the direction for the
church.

Growth and Expansion

Since its inception, the Church of the Nazarene has experienced significant
growth, both in the United States and internationally.

National Growth

- Early 20th Century: The church expanded rapidly in the United States,
establishing numerous congregations throughout the Midwest and West.

- Educational Institutions: The establishment of Nazarene colleges and
universities has played a vital role in training church leaders and promoting



holiness theology.

International Expansion

The Church of the Nazarene has made a significant impact globally, with
congregations now established in over 160 world areas. Key milestones in this
international growth include:

1. Missions Initiatives: The church has actively engaged in missionary work,
sending missionaries to various countries to establish new congregations and
support existing ones.

2. Global Partnerships: The church has formed partnerships with local leaders
and organizations to address social issues and promote spiritual growth in
diverse cultural contexts.

Challenges and Resilience

Throughout its history, the Church of the Nazarene has faced challenges that
have tested its resilience and commitment to its mission.

Internal Conflicts

- Theological Debates: As with many religious movements, the Church of the
Nazarene has faced internal debates concerning theology, particularly
regarding interpretations of holiness and sanctification.

- Cultural Shifts: The church has navigated cultural changes over the
decades, striving to remain relevant while staying true to its core beliefs.

Global Issues

1. Social Justice: The church continues to grapple with how best to address
social justice issues in various contexts, balancing its commitment to
holiness with the need for advocacy.

2. Church Growth: Maintaining unity and purpose amidst rapid growth in
diverse cultural settings presents a continual challenge.

The Church of the Nazarene Today

Today, the Church of the Nazarene stands as a vibrant and diverse
denomination with a rich history and a hopeful future. Its commitment to
holiness, social justice, and global outreach continues to resonate with



believers around the world.

Current Mission and Vision

- Discipleship and Spiritual Growth: The church emphasizes the importance of
discipleship, encouraging believers to deepen their faith through study,
prayer, and community involvement.

- Social Action: The Church of the Nazarene actively engages in social action
initiatives, addressing issues such as poverty, education, and health care in
its communities.

Looking to the Future

As the Church of the Nazarene looks to the future, it remains committed to
its founding principles while adapting to the evolving needs of its
congregations and communities. The ongoing mission to spread the message of
holiness and serve those in need continues to guide its efforts.

In conclusion, the Church of the Nazarene history is a testament to the
enduring power of faith and the mission to live out the teachings of Jesus
Christ. From its humble beginnings to its global presence today, the church
remains dedicated to fostering personal holiness and promoting social
justice, ensuring that its impact will be felt for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the Church of the Nazarene?

The Church of the Nazarene originated in the early 20th century, specifically
in the 1900s, as a result of the merging of several holiness movements in the
United States, particularly from the Wesleyan tradition.

Who were the key founders of the Church of the
Nazarene?

Key founders of the Church of the Nazarene include Phineas F. Bresee, who
played a significant role in establishing the church in Los Angeles,
California, along with other leaders like H. Orton Wiley and J.B. Chapman.

What was the primary mission behind the formation of
the Church of the Nazarene?

The primary mission behind the formation of the Church of the Nazarene was to



promote holiness and provide a community for Christians who emphasized
personal piety, social justice, and missionary work.

How has the Church of the Nazarene expanded globally
since its inception?

Since its inception, the Church of the Nazarene has expanded globally through
missionary work, establishing churches and educational institutions in over
160 world areas, making it one of the largest Wesleyan denominations.

What role does the Church of the Nazarene play in
contemporary social issues?

The Church of the Nazarene actively engages in contemporary social issues by
promoting social justice, community service, and humanitarian efforts,
aligning with its core values of compassion and service to the marginalized.
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