cherokee national history museum

Cherokee National History Museum is a vital cultural institution located in Tahlequah,
Oklahoma, dedicated to preserving and interpreting the rich history and heritage of the
Cherokee Nation. Established to educate both the Cherokee people and the public about
their history, traditions, and contributions, the museum serves as a testament to the
resilience and enduring spirit of the Cherokee Nation. This article explores the museum's
history, exhibits, educational programs, and its role in the community.

History of the Cherokee National History Museum

The Cherokee National History Museum has its roots in the 19th century when the
Cherokee Nation began to formalize its cultural and historical narratives in response to
forced removal and assimilation policies. The museum is housed in the historic Cherokee
National Capitol, which was built between 1869 and 1871. The capitol served as the seat
of government for the Cherokee Nation until Oklahoma statehood in 1907.

Establishment and Development

- Initial Vision: In the early 2000s, the Cherokee Nation embarked on a mission to create a
dedicated space for showcasing its history. The goal was to provide a platform to share the
stories of the Cherokee people and to foster a deeper understanding of their culture.

- Renovation and Expansion: In 2019, a major renovation project was undertaken to
modernize the museum and expand its gallery space. This project included the addition of
state-of-the-art technology and interactive exhibits aimed at engaging visitors of all ages.

- Grand Opening: The museum celebrated its grand reopening on September 25, 2021,
marking a new chapter in its commitment to education and cultural preservation.

Exhibits and Collections

The Cherokee National History Museum houses a diverse array of exhibits that showcase
the rich tapestry of Cherokee history. These exhibits are designed to engage visitors and
provide insight into the Cherokee Nation's past, present, and future.

Permanent Exhibits

1. Cherokee Origins and Prehistory: This exhibit delves into the beginnings of the
Cherokee Nation, exploring archaeological findings, traditional stories, and the significant
events that shaped their early history.



2. The Trail of Tears: A poignant section of the museum, this exhibit addresses the forced
removal of the Cherokee people from their ancestral lands in the 1830s. Through artifacts,
photographs, and personal stories, visitors can gain a greater understanding of this tragic
chapter in Cherokee history.

3. Cultural Heritage: This exhibit showcases traditional Cherokee arts, crafts, and
practices. Items on display include beadwork, pottery, and clothing, highlighting the skills
and creativity of Cherokee artisans.

4. Modern Cherokee Nation: This section emphasizes the contemporary achievements of
the Cherokee Nation, including advancements in education, healthcare, and economic
development. It underscores the Nation's ongoing commitment to preserving its culture
while embracing modernization.

Special Exhibits

In addition to its permanent collections, the museum hosts rotating special exhibits
throughout the year. These exhibits often focus on specific themes, events, or individuals
significant to Cherokee history.

- Artistic Expressions: Featuring contemporary Cherokee artists, these exhibits provide
insight into how traditional themes are interpreted in modern art forms.

- Historical Figures: Some exhibits spotlight key figures in Cherokee history, such as
Sequoyah, who created the Cherokee syllabary, or Wilma Mankiller, the first female chief
of the Cherokee Nation, showcasing their contributions to the Nation's legacy.

Educational Programs and Community
Engagement

The Cherokee National History Museum is not only a repository of artifacts but also a
dynamic educational resource for the Cherokee community and visitors alike.

Educational Initiatives

1. School Programs: The museum offers tailored educational programs for local schools,
focusing on Cherokee history and culture. These programs include guided tours, hands-on
activities, and interactive workshops.

2. Workshops and Lectures: Throughout the year, the museum hosts workshops and
lectures led by Cherokee scholars, artists, and historians. These events provide

opportunities for community members to engage with their cultural heritage actively.

3. Cultural Celebrations: The museum plays a key role in hosting cultural events such as



Cherokee National Holiday, where the community comes together to celebrate Cherokee
history, language, and traditions.

Community Involvement

The museum is committed to fostering a sense of community and belonging among the
Cherokee people. This involves:

- Volunteer Programs: Encouraging community members to get involved through
volunteer opportunities that help maintain the museum and assist with events.

- Collaborations: Partnering with local schools, organizations, and other cultural
institutions to promote shared learning experiences and cultural exchange.

- Feedback Mechanisms: Actively seeking input from community members to ensure that
the museum's programs and exhibits reflect the evolving narratives and needs of the
Cherokee Nation.

Visitor Information

For those planning to visit the Cherokee National History Museum, there are several
important details to consider:

Hours and Admission

- Hours: The museum typically operates from Tuesday to Saturday, with special hours for
holidays and events. Visitors should check the museum's official website for the most
current hours.

- Admission Fees: Admission to the museum is generally affordable, with discounts for
students, seniors, and groups. Special events may have different pricing structures.

Accessibility and Amenities

- Accessibility: The museum is committed to being accessible to all visitors, including
those with disabilities. There are ramps, accessible restrooms, and designated parking
available.

- Amenities: The museum features a gift shop where visitors can purchase handcrafted
Cherokee items, books, and educational materials. Additionally, there are spaces for
relaxation and reflection throughout the museum.



Conclusion

The Cherokee National History Museum stands as a beacon of cultural preservation and
education within the Cherokee Nation and beyond. By showcasing the rich history,
resilience, and ongoing contributions of the Cherokee people, the museum plays a crucial
role in fostering understanding and appreciation for Indigenous cultures. With its
engaging exhibits, educational programs, and community focus, the museum not only
honors the past but also inspires future generations to carry forward the legacy of the
Cherokee Nation. Whether you are a member of the Cherokee community or a visitor
seeking to learn more about Indigenous history, the museum offers a profound and
enriching experience that connects the past with the present and future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Cherokee National History Museum?

The Cherokee National History Museum is a cultural institution located in Tahlequah,
Oklahoma, dedicated to preserving and showcasing the history, culture, and heritage of
the Cherokee Nation.

When was the Cherokee National History Museum
established?

The museum was officially opened to the public on September 29, 2019, although the
Cherokee Nation has been involved in cultural preservation efforts for many years prior.

What exhibits can visitors expect to see at the museum?

Visitors can explore a variety of exhibits that cover topics such as Cherokee history, the
Trail of Tears, traditional arts and crafts, and significant figures in Cherokee history.

How does the museum contribute to the education of
the public?

The museum offers educational programs, workshops, and guided tours designed to teach
visitors about Cherokee culture, history, and contemporary issues faced by the Cherokee
Nation.

Is the Cherokee National History Museum accessible to
all visitors?

Yes, the museum is designed to be accessible to all, including those with disabilities,
ensuring that everyone can engage with the exhibits and educational resources.



Are there any events or programs hosted by the
Cherokee National History Museum?

The museum regularly hosts events such as cultural celebrations, art exhibits, and guest
speaker series that highlight various aspects of Cherokee culture and history.

What role does the museum play in the preservation of
Cherokee language?

The Cherokee National History Museum actively promotes the preservation of the
Cherokee language through exhibits, educational materials, and language classes aimed at
revitalizing and maintaining linguistic heritage.
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