
clive barker great and secret show
clive barker great and secret show is a seminal work in the realm of dark fantasy
literature, authored by the acclaimed British writer Clive Barker. This novel, part of Barker’s
intricate and vividly imaginative universe, combines elements of horror, fantasy, and
adventure to create a unique reading experience that has captivated audiences since its
publication. The narrative explores themes of power, transformation, and the eternal battle
between good and evil through the journey of its protagonist, Harry D’Amour. Barker's
masterful storytelling and rich world-building in the Great and Secret Show establish a
foundation for his later works in the Books of the Art series. This article delves into the key
aspects of the book, including its plot, characters, themes, and its place within Clive
Barker’s literary canon.
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Overview of Clive Barker’s Great and Secret Show
Clive Barker’s Great and Secret Show is the first book in the Books of the Art series,
introducing readers to an expansive and complex universe where reality and the
supernatural intersect. Published in 1989, the novel marked Barker’s transition from short
stories and horror fiction into epic fantasy. The story is set against a backdrop that blends
contemporary life with otherworldly dimensions, highlighting Barker’s talent for fusing
horror with fantasy elements. This work is notable for its ambitious scope, intricate
plotlines, and the exploration of metaphysical concepts through dark mythologies.

Context and Background
The novel was written during a period when Barker was expanding his creative horizons
beyond the horror genre that initially brought him fame. It reflects his interest in
mythology, occultism, and the nature of artistic creation. The Great and Secret Show is
often regarded as a cornerstone in Barker’s career, showcasing his ability to craft multi-
layered narratives that challenge traditional genre boundaries. The book’s title itself hints
at the mysterious and arcane themes that permeate the story, inviting readers into a world
where secrets and revelations drive the plot forward.



Plot Summary and Key Events
The narrative of Clive Barker’s Great and Secret Show revolves around the cosmic struggle
between two powerful entities, Fletcher and Jaffe, whose conflict threatens to reshape the
fabric of reality. The story follows Harry D’Amour, a detective with a knack for the
supernatural, as he becomes entangled in this epic battle. The plot unfolds through a series
of events that blend detective noir with fantasy epic, involving magical artifacts, ancient
prophecies, and otherworldly realms.

Major Plot Points

The awakening of Fletcher, a dark and malevolent force, intent on destroying the
boundaries between worlds.

The rise of Jaffe, Fletcher’s rival, who seeks to prevent the destruction and maintain
cosmic balance.

Harry D’Amour’s investigation into supernatural occurrences that leads him to
confront both Fletcher and Jaffe.

The discovery of the Art, a mystical power that can alter reality and serves as the key
to the conflict.

The climactic confrontation that determines the fate of the worlds involved.

Main Characters and Character Development
The characters in Clive Barker’s Great and Secret Show are richly developed, each
embodying different facets of the novel’s themes. The complexity of the characters adds
depth to the narrative, making their journeys compelling and integral to the story’s impact.

Harry D’Amour
Harry D’Amour is the protagonist and a private investigator specializing in supernatural
cases. He serves as the reader’s guide through the dark and mystical elements of the story.
His character evolves from a skeptical detective to a key player in the cosmic conflict,
demonstrating courage, resilience, and moral ambiguity.

Fletcher and Jaffe
Fletcher represents chaos and destruction, embodying dark supernatural power with
apocalyptic intentions. Jaffe, in contrast, is a force of order and protection, though not
without his own flaws and complexities. Their rivalry drives the central conflict and



symbolizes the eternal battle between good and evil forces in Barker’s universe.

Supporting Characters
The novel also features a range of supporting characters who contribute to the story’s
richness:

Lilah, a mysterious figure with ties to both Fletcher and Jaffe.

Terri, Harry’s companion, who provides emotional grounding and human perspective.

Various supernatural entities and mortals caught in the cosmic struggle.

Themes and Symbolism
Clive Barker’s Great and Secret Show explores numerous themes that resonate throughout
the narrative, employing symbolism to deepen the reader’s understanding of the story’s
metaphysical dimensions.

Good vs. Evil
The classic conflict between opposing forces is central to the novel. Barker complicates this
theme by presenting characters and entities that embody shades of grey, challenging
simplistic moral binaries. The battle between Fletcher and Jaffe exemplifies this nuanced
portrayal.

Power and Transformation
The novel examines how power can corrupt and transform individuals and worlds. The Art,
as a symbol of ultimate creative power, represents both the potential for creation and
destruction, highlighting the duality inherent in wielding such influence.

The Nature of Reality
Barker delves into philosophical questions about the nature of existence and the
boundaries between reality and imagination. The story’s shifting realities and mystical
dimensions invite readers to consider the fluidity of perception and the hidden layers of the
universe.



Clive Barker’s Writing Style and Influence
Clive Barker’s writing style in the Great and Secret Show is characterized by vivid imagery,
complex narrative structures, and a blending of horror and fantasy elements. His prose is
richly descriptive, often evoking a surreal and immersive atmosphere that draws readers
into the story’s dark and mystical world.

Language and Imagery
Barker employs evocative language to create intense sensory experiences. His use of
grotesque and fantastical imagery serves to both unsettle and fascinate, reinforcing the
novel’s themes and tone. This style has influenced subsequent writers in the horror-fantasy
genre.

Genre Blending
The Great and Secret Show defies easy categorization, merging horror, fantasy, and
detective fiction. This genre hybridity broadens the appeal of the novel and showcases
Barker’s versatility as a storyteller. It has paved the way for more experimental approaches
in speculative fiction.

Reception and Legacy of the Novel
Upon its release, Clive Barker’s Great and Secret Show received mixed to positive reviews,
with critics praising its ambition and imaginative scope while noting its complexity. Over
time, it has gained a cult following and is regarded as a significant work in Barker’s oeuvre.

Impact on Barker’s Career
The novel established Barker as a formidable voice in fantasy literature and expanded his
audience beyond horror enthusiasts. It laid the groundwork for the continuation of the
Books of the Art series and inspired adaptations and multimedia projects related to Barker’s
mythos.

Influence on Fantasy and Horror Genres
The Great and Secret Show has influenced numerous authors and creators by
demonstrating how horror and fantasy can be integrated into large-scale, epic narratives.
Its exploration of metaphysical themes and complex characters continues to resonate with
readers and scholars of speculative fiction.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Clive Barker's The Great and Secret Show'
about?
It is a dark fantasy novel by Clive Barker that explores a hidden magical war between two
powerful forces, focusing on the story of two men who become embroiled in this secret
conflict.

Who are the main characters in 'The Great and Secret
Show'?
The main characters include Fletcher, Jaffe, and Harry D'Amour, among others, who play
central roles in the unfolding mystical battle.

Is 'The Great and Secret Show' part of a series?
Yes, it is the first book in Clive Barker's 'Books of the Art' series, followed by 'Everville' and
an upcoming third book.

What themes are explored in 'The Great and Secret
Show'?
The novel delves into themes such as the nature of reality, good versus evil, power, and the
boundaries between the mundane and the supernatural.

Has 'The Great and Secret Show' been adapted into
other media?
As of now, there have been no official film or television adaptations, although the novel's
rich narrative has inspired discussions about potential adaptations.

What genre does 'The Great and Secret Show' belong
to?
It is primarily a dark fantasy novel with elements of horror and supernatural fiction.

How does Clive Barker's writing style manifest in 'The
Great and Secret Show'?
Barker's writing is vivid, imaginative, and often graphic, combining intricate world-building
with intense character development and horror elements.



Where can I buy or read 'The Great and Secret Show'?
The book is available at major bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and digital
platforms such as Kindle and Audible.

What is the significance of 'The Art' in 'The Great and
Secret Show'?
In the novel, 'The Art' refers to a mystical force or power that characters seek to control,
representing creativity, reality manipulation, and ultimate power.

Are there any notable quotes from 'The Great and
Secret Show'?
One memorable quote is: 'The world is a haunted house, but the ghosts are of our own
making,' reflecting the novel's exploration of inner and outer realities.

Additional Resources
1. The Great and Secret Show by Clive Barker
This dark fantasy novel follows two ancient rival magicians, Fletcher and Jaffery, whose
cosmic battle unfolds across multiple dimensions and centuries. The story blends horror,
mythology, and epic storytelling, exploring themes of power, obsession, and the nature of
reality. It’s the first book in Barker’s intricate "Art Trilogy."

2. Everville by Clive Barker
The sequel to The Great and Secret Show, Everville continues the saga with new characters
and intertwined storylines. Set in a small town that acts as a gateway between worlds, the
novel delves deeper into the cosmic forces at play. Barker expands on his mythology with
vivid imagery and complex characters.

3. The Thief of Always by Clive Barker
A dark fantasy tale about a boy named Harvey who is lured to a magical house offering
endless fun and holidays, only to discover sinister secrets beneath the surface. Though
aimed at a younger audience, the novel contains Barker’s signature blend of wonder and
horror. It explores themes of temptation, innocence, and the passage of time.

4. Imajica by Clive Barker
An epic fantasy that spans five parallel worlds, Imajica follows the protagonist Gentle as he
attempts to reconcile these dimensions and confront his own mysterious past. The novel is
rich with intricate world-building, mythology, and Barker’s unique vision of magic and
divinity. It’s considered one of his most ambitious works.

5. Weaveworld by Clive Barker
This novel centers on a hidden magical realm known as the Fugue, woven into a tapestry to
hide it from destruction. The story follows a young man who becomes a protector of this
world against dark forces seeking to unravel it. Weaveworld combines elements of fantasy,
horror, and adventure with a strong emotional core.



6. Books of Blood by Clive Barker
A collection of short stories that showcase Barker’s talent for horror and dark fantasy.
These tales explore a variety of supernatural and grotesque themes, often blending horror
with surrealism and dark humor. The Books of Blood established Barker as a major voice in
horror fiction.

7. The Scarlet Gospels by Clive Barker
This novel brings together two of Barker’s iconic characters, the sorcerer Harry D’Amour
and the demon Lord of Hell, Pinhead. It explores the battle between good and evil through
a narrative rich in horror, fantasy, and philosophical undertones. The Scarlet Gospels serves
as a continuation of Barker’s Hellbound Heart universe.

8. Coldheart Canyon by Clive Barker
A dark thriller set in Hollywood, where a reclusive actor’s mansion hides supernatural
secrets and ancient curses. The novel melds horror with a critique of fame and decadence,
featuring Barker’s signature atmospheric storytelling. It’s a haunting exploration of art,
obsession, and immortality.

9. The Damnation Game by Clive Barker
Barker’s debut novel about a man drawn into a nightmarish battle with a mysterious
immortal gambler. The story combines elements of horror, noir, and supernatural thriller,
exploring themes of damnation, desire, and human frailty. The Damnation Game set the
tone for Barker’s unique blend of dark fantasy and horror.
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