colleges that require act writing

Colleges that require ACT writing are increasingly becoming a topic of discussion
among high school students preparing for college admissions. The ACT, a standardized test
used for college admissions in the United States, includes an optional writing section that
evaluates a student's writing skills. While many colleges have made the writing portion
optional, there are still a select number of institutions that require it as part of their
application process. Understanding which colleges require this component, as well as the
implications of the writing test, can help students better prepare for their future academic
endeavors.

Understanding the ACT Writing Section

The ACT writing section, also known as the ACT Essay, is desighed to assess a student's
ability to formulate an argument, analyze different perspectives, and organize their
thoughts coherently. Here are some key components of the ACT writing test:

Format of the ACT Writing Test

- Duration: The ACT writing test lasts 40 minutes.

- Prompt: Students are presented with a prompt that outlines an issue and three different
perspectives on that issue.

- Task: Test-takers are required to write an essay that evaluates the perspectives, states
their own viewpoint, and supports their argument with logical reasoning and examples.

Scoring

The ACT writing test is scored on a scale of 2 to 12, with two trained readers assessing the
essay based on four criteria:

1. Ideas and Analysis
2. Organization

3. Language Use

4. Writing Conventions

Each criterion receives a score of 1 to 6 from each reader, and the scores are combined to
produce a composite score.

Why Some Colleges Require the ACT Writing



Section

Colleges that require the ACT writing section do so for several reasons:

- Holistic Admissions: Many institutions adopt a holistic approach to admissions, where they
consider multiple factors beyond GPA and test scores. Writing skills are crucial for success
in college-level coursework, and the ACT writing section provides insight into a student's
ability to communicate effectively.

- Preparation for College-Level Work: The writing section tests skills that are often
necessary for college assignments, such as critical thinking, argumentation, and essay
writing.

- Program-Specific Requirements: Certain programs, particularly those in the humanities or
social sciences, may place a greater emphasis on writing skills, prompting colleges to
require the ACT writing test for applicants to those programs.

Colleges That Require ACT Writing

While many colleges have made the ACT writing section optional, a number of institutions
still require it. Below is a list of some colleges and universities that mandate the ACT writing
component as part of their admissions process.

Public Universities

1. University of Alabama: The University of Alabama requires the ACT writing test for all
applicants, emphasizing the importance of writing skills in their academic programs.

2. University of Arkansas: The University of Arkansas requires the ACT writing section,
particularly for students applying to certain competitive programs.

3. University of Utah: Applicants to the University of Utah must submit ACT writing scores,
as the university values strong communication skills.

Private Universities

1. Harvard University: Harvard requires the ACT writing section, reflecting its commitment
to a comprehensive evaluation of applicants.

2. Princeton University: Princeton mandates the ACT writing test, emphasizing the
significance of writing in its rigorous academic environment.

3. Duke University: Duke requires the ACT writing score, particularly for applicants to their
more competitive programs.

Colleges That May Change Their Requirements

It's important to note that college admissions policies can change, and some institutions



may shift their stance on the ACT writing requirement. Students should regularly check the
admissions pages of colleges they are interested in for the most current information.

1. University of California System: As of recent years, the UC system has moved toward a
test-optional policy, which may affect their stance on writing assessments.

2. lvy League Schools: Many lvy League institutions are moving towards a more flexible
admissions process that may include optional writing tests; however, specific programs
may still require it.

Preparing for the ACT Writing Section

For students applying to colleges that require the ACT writing section, preparation is
crucial. Here are some tips to help maximize performance on the writing test:

Practice Writing Essays

- Timed Writing: Practice writing essays within the 40-minute time frame to simulate test-
day conditions.

- Review Sample Prompts: Familiarize yourself with the types of prompts that appear on the
ACT writing test by reviewing sample questions available online.

Understand the Scoring Criteria

- Study the Rubric: Familiarize yourself with the four scoring criteria to understand what
evaluators are looking for in a high-scoring essay.

- Seek Feedback: Write practice essays and ask teachers or peers for feedback based on
the ACT scoring criteria.

Enhance Your Writing Skills

- Read Widely: Reading various genres can help improve vocabulary and expose you to
different writing styles.

- Practice Outlining: Develop outlines for potential essay prompts to organize your thoughts
before writing.

Conclusion

As students navigate their college admissions process, understanding the requirement of
the ACT writing section is essential. While many institutions have made the writing test
optional, there are still a number of colleges that require it, particularly those that prioritize
writing skills in their admissions evaluations. By preparing adequately and understanding



the expectations of the ACT writing test, students can enhance their chances of gaining
admission to their desired colleges. As always, students should stay informed about the
latest admissions requirements and take proactive steps to ensure their application stands
out in a competitive landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which colleges currently require the ACT writing
section for admissions?

As of 2023, colleges like the University of Chicago, Yale University, and the University of
California system recommend but do not require the ACT writing section, while some
specific programs might still consider it.

How does the ACT writing section impact college
admissions?

The ACT writing section can enhance a student's application by showcasing their writing
skills, but many colleges have become test-optional and may not prioritize it heavily.

Are there any benefits to taking the ACT writing test?

Yes, taking the ACT writing test can benefit students applying to colleges that consider
writing an important component of their admissions process, demonstrating strong
analytical and composition skills.

How should students prepare for the ACT writing
section?

Students can prepare by practicing essay writing, reviewing sample prompts, and studying
the scoring criteria to understand what evaluators look for in a high-scoring essay.

What is the format of the ACT writing test?

The ACT writing test consists of a single essay prompt where students must analyze an
issue and develop their argument, typically completed in 40 minutes.

Can students submit the ACT without the writing
section?

Yes, many colleges allow students to submit the ACT without the writing section, but it's
essential to check specific college requirements as some programs might still require it.
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