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Colin Morgan and Bradley James Interview: The dynamic duo of the popular TV series
"Merlin," Colin Morgan and Bradley James, have captured the hearts of audiences around
the world with their compelling performances as Merlin and Arthur, respectively. Their on-
screen chemistry, combined with their off-screen camaraderie, has made them one of the
most adored pairings in fantasy television. In this article, we delve into their insightful
interview, exploring their thoughts on the series, their characters, and their journeys as
actors.

Background of "Merlin"

"Merlin," a fantasy drama that aired from 2008 to 2012, reimagined the legendary tales of
King Arthur and his trusted wizard. The series presented a fresh take on familiar stories,
focusing on the early years of these iconic characters.

The Concept of the Show
- The show was developed by Julian Jones, Jake Michie, Johnny Capps, and Julian Murphy.
- It blended elements of magic, adventure, and drama.
- The narrative centered around the relationship between Merlin and Arthur, highlighting
themes of friendship, loyalty, and destiny.

Colin Morgan and Bradley James' Roles
- Colin Morgan as Merlin: A young sorcerer destined to protect Arthur while hiding his
magical abilities.
- Bradley James as Arthur Pendragon: The heir to the throne, characterized by his bravery,
nobility, and occasional arrogance.

Their performances were pivotal in bringing depth and complexity to these legendary
figures, making them relatable and endearing to viewers.

The Interview: Insights into Their Characters

In a recent interview, Colin Morgan and Bradley James shared their reflections on their
characters and the show as a whole.



Character Development
Both actors discussed the evolution of their characters throughout the series.

1. Colin Morgan on Merlin:
- "Merlin starts as a young man full of hope but gradually learns the weight of responsibility.
The character's growth parallels the trials he faces."
- "The journey was about discovering who Merlin truly is, not just as a wizard but as a friend
and protector."

2. Bradley James on Arthur:
- "Arthur begins as a somewhat naive prince but matures into a leader. His relationship with
Merlin is central to this development."
- "What I loved about playing Arthur was his evolution from a boy to a king, learning moral
lessons along the way."

On-Screen Chemistry

The chemistry between Colin and Bradley was a significant factor in the show's success.

Natural Bond
- Both actors acknowledged that their friendship off-screen contributed to their on-screen
dynamic.
- "We have a natural rapport; it was easy to slip into the roles because we genuinely
respect and enjoy each other's company," said Colin.

Moments of Humor
- The interview revealed that their time on set was filled with laughter.
- They often pulled pranks on each other, which strengthened their bond and made long
workdays enjoyable.

Challenges Faced During Filming

Both actors faced numerous challenges while filming "Merlin," from physical demands to
emotional scenes.

Physical Demands
- Stunts and Training:
- Colin had to learn various combat techniques to portray Merlin effectively.
- Bradley often performed stunts that required rigorous physical training.



- Weather Conditions:
- Filming in the UK meant they often faced unpredictable weather, from rain to cold
temperatures.

Emotional Scenes
- The duo discussed the emotional weight of certain episodes, particularly as their
characters faced loss and betrayal.
- "Those moments required us to dig deep and connect with the material," Bradley noted.
"It was challenging but ultimately rewarding."

Legacy of "Merlin"

As the series concluded, both Colin and Bradley reflected on its lasting impact.

Fan Reactions
- The show garnered a dedicated fan base, which continues to celebrate its legacy.
- "It's heartwarming to see how much the fans care about 'Merlin' and the stories we told,"
said Colin.

Personal Growth
- Both actors acknowledged that their time on "Merlin" shaped their careers significantly.
- "The show was a launching pad for me. It opened doors I never thought possible," Bradley
admitted.

Future Projects and Aspirations

As the interview drew to a close, the actors shared insights into their future endeavors.

Colin Morgan's Upcoming Work
- Colin has been involved in various theater productions, showcasing his versatility as an
actor.
- "The stage is where I feel most alive. I love being able to connect with the audience in
real-time," he shared.

Bradley James' New Ventures
- Bradley has taken on different roles in both television and film, exploring a range of
genres.



- "I enjoy the challenge of stepping into different characters. It keeps my craft fresh," he
noted.

Conclusion

The Colin Morgan and Bradley James interview offered a glimpse into the lives of two
talented actors who brought to life two of the most beloved characters in fantasy television.
Their reflections on their characters, the challenges they faced, and their enduring
friendship highlighted the magic that made "Merlin" a beloved series. As they embark on
new paths in their careers, fans of "Merlin" can take solace in the legacy they created
together—a legacy that continues to inspire and entertain. Their bond, both on and off-
screen, remains a testament to the power of storytelling and the connections forged
through shared experiences.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of the Colin Morgan and Bradley
James interview?
The interview primarily discusses their experiences working together on the show 'Merlin'
and how their friendship has evolved since then.

How do Colin Morgan and Bradley James describe their
on-screen chemistry?
They describe it as organic and effortless, attributing it to their strong personal bond
developed during filming.

What are some behind-the-scenes stories shared by
Colin and Bradley?
They share humorous anecdotes about pranks on set and the challenges of filming in
costume, highlighting the fun atmosphere during production.

Did Colin and Bradley discuss their characters, Merlin
and Arthur, in the interview?
Yes, they reflected on the complexities and growth of their characters throughout the
series, emphasizing the themes of friendship and loyalty.

What new projects are Colin Morgan and Bradley James



currently working on?
They mention ongoing projects in theater and television, showcasing their versatility as
actors and their commitment to diverse roles.

How do Colin and Bradley feel about the legacy of
'Merlin'?
Both express pride in the show's impact on fans and its enduring popularity, appreciating
the continued interest in their characters.

What was the audience's reaction to the interview?
Fans expressed enthusiasm and nostalgia on social media, celebrating the reunion of the
two actors and their shared memories.

Did they address any fan theories about 'Merlin'?
Yes, they humorously discussed some popular fan theories and speculated on what could
have happened if the series had continued.

What insights did Colin and Bradley provide about their
friendship?
They talked about how their friendship strengthened during filming and how they continue
to support each other in their individual careers.

Are there any plans for a 'Merlin' reunion or revival
discussed in the interview?
While they expressed openness to the idea, they noted that there are currently no official
plans for a reunion or revival of the series.
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