
columbia business school value investing

columbia business school value investing represents a distinguished and rigorous approach to investment
education, blending theoretical knowledge with practical application. Columbia Business School is renowned
for its strong emphasis on value investing principles, largely influenced by legendary investors such as Benjamin
Graham and Warren Buffett. This article explores the comprehensive value investing curriculum, key faculty
members, and unique resources that Columbia Business School offers to students passionate about mastering
this investment strategy. Additionally, it highlights the historical context and the ongoing impact of value
investing taught at Columbia, providing a clear understanding of why it remains a cornerstone of financial
education. Readers will gain insights into the methods, courses, and extracurricular opportunities that define
Columbia Business School's commitment to value investing excellence. The following table of contents
outlines the main sections covered in this article.
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Overview of Columbia Business School’s Value Investing
Philosophy

Columbia Business School value investing philosophy is deeply rooted in the principles established by Benjamin
Graham, often regarded as the father of value investing. The school emphasizes a disciplined approach to
investing that focuses on intrinsic value, margin of safety, and long-term capital preservation. This philosophy
encourages students to analyze companies fundamentally, considering financial statements, market position,
and economic conditions before making investment decisions.

At Columbia, value investing is not merely a theoretical construct but a practical framework integrated into
the school's broader finance and investment education. The approach teaches students to identify undervalued
securities while managing risk prudently, aligning with Warren Buffett’s investment strategies, who is also an
alumnus of Columbia Business School. This foundational philosophy shapes the curriculum and
extracurricular activities, fostering a learning environment that champions analytical rigor and ethical
investment practices.

Key Faculty and Influential Figures in Value Investing

The strength of Columbia Business School’s value investing program is significantly enhanced by its
distinguished faculty members and associated industry leaders. Professors and lecturers bring a wealth of
experience and scholarly expertise that enrich the learning experience for students.

Benjamin Graham and Warren Buffett’s Legacy

Benjamin Graham, a former Columbia professor, developed the core principles of value investing taught at the
school. His seminal work, "The Intelligent Investor," remains a foundational text for students. Warren



Buffett, one of Graham’s most famous students, exemplifies the success of Columbia’s value investing education
and continues to influence the school’s investment philosophy.

Current Faculty Experts

Columbia boasts several professors specializing in finance and investment management who actively contribute
to value investing scholarship. These experts offer courses, lead research, and mentor students, ensuring that
Columbia maintains its leadership position in this field.

Academic Curriculum and Specialized Courses

The academic program at Columbia Business School incorporates a comprehensive set of courses designed to
immerse students in value investing concepts and techniques. The curriculum blends theory with case studies and
practical applications to prepare students for careers in investment management.

Core Finance Courses

Value investing principles are embedded within core finance courses that cover financial analysis, securities
valuation, and portfolio management. These courses develop a strong foundation in assessing company
fundamentals and market dynamics.

Specialized Value Investing Electives

Students have access to specialized electives focused explicitly on value investing strategies. These classes
often include deep dives into financial statement analysis, risk assessment, and behavioral finance elements that
influence investment decisions.

Case Studies and Practical Application

Case method teaching is a hallmark of Columbia’s approach, allowing students to apply value investing
frameworks to real-world scenarios. This hands-on experience is critical for understanding market complexities
and honing investment judgment.

Value Investing Research Centers and Resources

Columbia Business School supports value investing through dedicated research centers and extensive resources
that facilitate advanced study and innovation in investment strategies.

The Heilbrunn Center for Graham & Dodd Investing

This prestigious center is named after Benjamin Graham and David Dodd, co-authors of "Security Analysis." It
serves as a hub for research, education, and outreach related to value investing, hosting conferences,
publishing research, and fostering connections between students and industry leaders.

Investment Databases and Tools

Students gain access to comprehensive financial databases, analytical software, and proprietary tools that
enable detailed company analysis and portfolio simulation, essential for mastering value investing techniques.



Extracurricular Opportunities and Student Engagement

Beyond the classroom, Columbia Business School encourages active student participation in value investing
through clubs, competitions, and speaker series that complement academic learning.

Value Investing Club

The Value Investing Club provides a platform for students to collaborate, share insights, and engage with
alumni and professionals in the investment community. The club organizes workshops, guest lectures, and
investment fund management experiences.

Investment Competitions

Students can participate in national and international investment competitions that challenge them to develop
and defend value-based investment portfolios, fostering practical skills and networking opportunities.

Speaker Series and Networking Events

Regular events featuring renowned investors and industry experts offer students exposure to current market
trends and real-world investment challenges, enhancing their understanding of value investing in practice.

Alumni Impact and Career Pathways in Value Investing

Columbia Business School’s commitment to value investing is reflected in the career achievements of its alumni,
many of whom have become influential investors, fund managers, and financial analysts.

Notable Alumni in Value Investing

Graduates such as Warren Buffett and other prominent investors have established successful careers by
applying value investing principles learned at Columbia. Their success stories continue to inspire current
students and reinforce the school’s reputation.

Career Services and Placement

The school’s career services provide specialized support for students pursuing careers in investment
management, including resume workshops, interview preparation, and connections to leading investment firms
focused on value investing.

Industry Partnerships

Columbia maintains strong relationships with hedge funds, mutual funds, and private equity firms that
emphasize value investing strategies, facilitating internships and job placements for students interested in this
career path.

Disciplined Approach to Investment Decisions

In-Depth Financial Statement Analysis

Strong Emphasis on Long-Term Value Creation

Access to Leading Industry Experts and Alumni

Comprehensive Research and Educational Resources



Robust Extracurricular and Networking Opportunities

Career Support Tailored to Value Investing Roles

Frequently Asked Questions

What is value investing and how is it taught at Columbia Business School?

Value investing is an investment strategy that involves picking stocks that appear to be trading for less than
their intrinsic or book value. At Columbia Business School, value investing is taught through rigorous
coursework, case studies, and insights from renowned faculty like Bruce Greenwald, emphasizing fundamental
analysis and long-term investment perspectives.

Who are some notable value investing professors associated with Columbia
Business School?

Notable value investing professors at Columbia Business School include Bruce Greenwald, often referred to as
the 'guru of value investing,' who is known for his expertise in valuation and competitive analysis, and Toby
Moskowitz, who also contributes to finance and investment teachings.

Does Columbia Business School offer any specialized programs or clubs
focused on value investing?

Yes, Columbia Business School offers specialized courses in value investing as part of its finance curriculum.
Additionally, the Columbia Investment Management Association and value investing clubs provide students
with opportunities to engage in investment analysis, networking, and real-world portfolio management
experiences.

How does Columbia Business School's value investing approach differ from
other business schools?

Columbia Business School's value investing approach is deeply rooted in the teachings of Benjamin Graham and
David Dodd, who authored the seminal book 'Security Analysis' at Columbia. This historical foundation,
combined with modern analytical techniques and a focus on intrinsic value, sets it apart from many other
schools that may focus more on quantitative or growth investing strategies.

Can Columbia Business School alumni share their success stories in value
investing?

Yes, many Columbia Business School alumni have achieved significant success in value investing, crediting the
school's rigorous training and faculty mentorship. Alumni often work at leading investment firms or run their
own funds, applying value investing principles learned at Columbia to generate long-term returns.

Additional Resources
1. The Intelligent Investor by Benjamin Graham
Considered the bible of value investing, this classic book by Benjamin Graham lays the foundation for
understanding the principles of value investing. It introduces the concept of "margin of safety" and distinguishes
between investing and speculating. Columbia Business School frequently references this work in its value



investing curriculum for its timeless wisdom and practical guidance.

2. Security Analysis by Benjamin Graham and David Dodd
This seminal text delves deeply into the analysis of stocks and bonds from a value investing perspective. Co-
authored by two Columbia professors, it provides rigorous methods for evaluating securities and emphasizes
fundamental analysis. The book is essential reading for anyone pursuing value investing at an advanced level.

3. Value Investing: From Graham to Buffett and Beyond by Bruce Greenwald et al.
Authored by Columbia Business School professors, this book explores the evolution of value investing from
Graham’s original teachings to contemporary practices. It offers insights into how legendary investors like
Warren Buffett have adapted the approach. The text also discusses practical valuation techniques and case
studies relevant to modern markets.

4. Common Stocks and Uncommon Profits by Philip Fisher
Though not strictly a value investing book, Fisher’s work complements value principles by emphasizing
qualitative factors such as management quality and growth potential. Columbia’s value investing courses
often integrate Fisher’s ideas to provide a well-rounded investment approach. This book helps investors identify
companies with sustainable competitive advantages.

5. The Little Book That Still Beats the Market by Joel Greenblatt
Joel Greenblatt presents a straightforward formula for value investing that combines earnings yield and
return on capital. This accessible book is popular among Columbia Business School students for its clarity
and practical application. It demonstrates how disciplined, rule-based investing can yield superior returns over
time.

6. Investment Valuation: Tools and Techniques for Determining the Value of Any Asset by Aswath Damodaran
Professor Damodaran, a renowned valuation expert at NYU, provides comprehensive methods for valuing
various asset classes. Columbia Business School incorporates his valuation frameworks to enhance students’
analytical skills. This book is indispensable for understanding the quantitative aspects of value investing.

7. The Dhandho Investor: The Low-Risk Value Method to High Returns by Mohnish Pabrai
Mohnish Pabrai outlines a value investing strategy focused on minimizing risk while maximizing returns, inspired by
the investment principles taught at Columbia. The book emphasizes simplicity, patience, and the concept of “heads
I win; tails I don’t lose much.” It is an excellent resource for investors aiming to apply value investing
pragmatically.

8. You Can Be a Stock Market Genius by Joel Greenblatt
This book uncovers special situation investing strategies such as spin-offs, mergers, and restructurings, which
can complement traditional value investing approaches taught at Columbia. Greenblatt provides detailed case
studies and actionable ideas. It expands the toolkit for value investors seeking unique opportunities beyond
conventional stock picking.

9. Margin of Safety: Risk-Averse Value Investing Strategies for the Thoughtful Investor by Seth Klarman
Written by a highly respected value investor, this rare and insightful book emphasizes risk management and the
importance of a margin of safety in investing. Columbia Business School references Klarman’s principles to
highlight the discipline required in value investing. The book is prized for its depth and practical wisdom, though
it is often difficult to find.
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