consider the lilies sheet music

Consider the Lilies sheet music is a captivating piece that has enchanted musicians and listeners
alike with its poignant melodies and profound lyrics. This work, often associated with themes of
nature, spirituality, and the human experience, holds a special place in the repertoire of many choirs
and solo artists. In this article, we will explore the origins, musical elements, performance
considerations, and the impact of "Consider the Lilies" in various contexts, while providing insights
into how to access its sheet music.

Origins of "Consider the Lilies"

"Consider the Lilies" is a piece that draws its inspiration from biblical texts, particularly Matthew
6:28-30, which speaks of the beauty of nature and the care that God provides. The song emphasizes
themes of trust, faith, and the transient nature of life.

Historical Context

The piece has roots in the early 20th century, when composers began to focus on sacred music that
was accessible to congregations and choirs. This period saw a rise in the composition of hymns and
anthems that could be easily sung by the average churchgoer.

Key Composers

Several composers have contributed to the legacy of "Consider the Lilies." Notably, the arrangement
by renowned composer and arranger Robert Sterling has gained significant popularity. His version
captures the essence of the original text while adding a contemporary flair that resonates with
modern audiences.

Musical Elements

Understanding the musical structure of "Consider the Lilies" is essential for performers and
enthusiasts alike. The piece combines melodic lines, harmonies, and dynamics that enhance its
overall message.

Melody

The melody of "Consider the Lilies" is characterized by:

- Lyrical Phrasing: The melodic lines flow gracefully, allowing for expressive singing.



- Range: The piece typically spans a moderate vocal range, making it accessible for both trained and
untrained voices.
- Repetition: Key phrases are often repeated, reinforcing the thematic elements of the lyrics.

Harmony

The harmonic structure of the piece is designed to support the melody while adding depth:
- Rich Chords: The use of major and minor chords creates a warm and inviting sound.

- Voice Leading: Smooth voice leading between chords allows for seamless transitions, which is
particularly important in choral arrangements.

Dynamics and Articulation

Dynamics play a crucial role in conveying the emotional weight of the piece:
- Crescendos and Decrescendos: These techniques are employed to build intensity and then gently
release it, mirroring the ebb and flow of the text's themes.

- Articulation: Staccato and legato passages contribute to the overall expressiveness, allowing
performers to interpret the music in a personal way.

Performance Considerations

When preparing to perform "Consider the Lilies," musicians must consider various factors that can
enhance their interpretation of the piece.

Vocal Preparation

To deliver a moving performance, vocalists should focus on:
- Breath Control: Proper breath support is essential for sustaining long phrases and achieving dynamic
contrasts.

- Emotional Connection: Understanding the message behind the lyrics can help singers convey the
song's emotional depth.

Choral Arrangements

For choirs, certain elements should be emphasized:

- Blend and Balance: Achieving a unified sound among sections (soprano, alto, tenor, bass) is crucial.
- Interpretative Choices: Directors should guide their choirs in making interpretative decisions



regarding phrasing and dynamics.

Instrumentation

For instrumentalists accompanying the piece, consider the following:

- Choice of Instruments: Common choices include piano, organ, and strings, which can complement
the vocal lines beautifully.

- Arranging: If arranging for a full ensemble, consider the harmonic structure and how different
instruments can enhance the overall texture.

Accessing "Consider the Lilies" Sheet Music

For those interested in performing "Consider the Lilies," obtaining the sheet music is a crucial step.
Here are some tips on how to access the music:

Purchasing from Publishers

- Online Music Stores: Websites such as Sheet Music Plus and MusicNotes often offer downloadable
versions of the sheet music.

- Publisher Websites: Check the websites of publishers known for sacred music, such as Hal Leonard
or GIA Publications.

Library Resources

Local libraries and university libraries may have copies of "Consider the Lilies" in their music
collections. This option allows musicians to explore the piece before committing to a purchase.

Digital Platforms

With the rise of digital music platforms, musicians can also find sheet music on:

- Subscription Services: Platforms like Scribd may offer access to a variety of sheet music once
subscribed.

- Free Resources: Websites like IMSLP may provide public domain arrangements, though check the
copyright status before using.



Impact and Legacy

"Consider the Lilies" has had a lasting impact on both sacred music and the broader musical
landscape.

In Worship Settings

The piece is frequently performed in churches, both during services and special events. Its message
of faith and beauty resonates deeply with congregations, making it a favorite for:

- Funerals and Memorials: The reflective nature of the piece provides comfort in times of grief.
- Special Services: Events such as Easter and Christmas often see "Consider the Lilies" featured
prominently.

Concert Performances

Beyond church settings, the piece has found a place in concert repertoires. It is often included in:

- Choral Festivals: Showcasing the abilities of various choirs.
- Solo Performances: Soloists may choose the piece for recitals, highlighting its lyrical beauty.

Educational Settings

Music educators often use "Consider the Lilies" in teaching contexts to illustrate:

- Vocal Techniques: The piece serves as an excellent example for developing breath control and
emotional expression.

- Choral Techniques: Directors can use it to demonstrate harmony, blend, and balance in a group
setting.

Conclusion

"Consider the Lilies" stands as a testament to the beauty of music and the power of faith. Its
evocative melodies and rich harmonies continue to inspire musicians and listeners around the world.
Whether performed in a church, a concert hall, or an educational setting, this piece encapsulates the
essence of the human experience — a reminder to appreciate the beauty in life and the care that
surrounds us. For those looking to perform this timeless piece, accessing the sheet music is just the
beginning of a deeply rewarding musical journey.



Frequently Asked Questions

Where can | find 'Consider the Lilies' sheet music for free?

You can find free sheet music for 'Consider the Lilies' on websites like MusicNotes, IMSLP, or public
domain archives. Be sure to check the licensing to ensure it's available for free use.

Is 'Consider the Lilies' available for different instruments?

‘Consider the Lilies' sheet music is available for various instruments, including piano, organ, and vocal
arrangements. You can find specific arrangements tailored to your instrument on music sheet
websites.

What is the difficulty level of ‘Consider the Lilies' sheet music?

The difficulty level of 'Consider the Lilies' sheet music can vary depending on the arrangement.
Generally, it ranges from intermediate to advanced, making it suitable for experienced musicians.

Are there any recorded performances of '‘Consider the Lilies'
that | can reference?

Yes, there are many recorded performances of 'Consider the Lilies' available on platforms like
YouTube, Spotify, and Apple Music. Listening to these can help you understand the interpretation and
style of the piece.

What themes are represented in 'Consider the Lilies' that can
be reflected in the sheet music?

‘Consider the Lilies' reflects themes of nature, faith, and serenity. The sheet music often incorporates
flowing melodies and harmonies that evoke a sense of peace and contemplation.

Can | use 'Consider the Lilies' sheet music for a performance?

Yes, you can use 'Consider the Lilies' sheet music for performances, but make sure to check the
copyright status and obtain the necessary permissions if required, especially for public performances.
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