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CommonLit The Plymouth Thanksgiving Story Answer Key is a resource that
assists educators and students in comprehensively understanding the
historical narrative surrounding the first Thanksgiving celebrated by the
Pilgrims and Native Americans in Plymouth, Massachusetts. This story, often
taught in schools, serves as an important cultural reference point in
American history and is frequently included in curricula across various
educational platforms, including CommonLit. In this article, we delve into
the context of the Plymouth Thanksgiving story, explore its themes, discuss
the significance of the CommonLit resource, and provide a detailed answer key
to enhance comprehension and engagement.

Understanding the Plymouth Thanksgiving Story

The Plymouth Thanksgiving story is foundational to the understanding of early
American history, particularly concerning the Pilgrims' settlement in 1620.
This narrative encapsulates a series of events that led to the first
Thanksgiving, a harvest celebration that symbolized cooperation between the
Pilgrims and the Native Americans, particularly the Wampanoag tribe.

The Historical Context

1. The Pilgrims' Journey:
- The Pilgrims were a group of English settlers seeking religious freedom.
They embarked on the Mayflower in September 1620, aiming for Virginia but
landing instead in present-day Massachusetts.
- The harsh winter of 1620-21 claimed many lives, and the remaining settlers
faced significant challenges, including food shortages and harsh weather.

2. Relations with Native Americans:
- Upon their arrival, the Pilgrims encountered the Wampanoag tribe, led by
Chief Massasoit. Initial relations were strained due to misunderstandings and
a language barrier.
- However, the Wampanoag provided crucial assistance in teaching the Pilgrims
how to cultivate crops and fish, fostering a mutual dependence.

3. The First Thanksgiving:
- In the fall of 1621, after a successful harvest, the Pilgrims invited the
Wampanoag to join them in a feast, marking the occasion as a celebration of
gratitude and cooperation.
- This event included traditional foods such as venison, fowl, corn, and
various vegetables, though it differed significantly from modern Thanksgiving



celebrations.

The Themes of the Story

Several themes emerge from the Plymouth Thanksgiving story, making it a
poignant narrative for both educational and cultural discussions.

- Cooperation and Community:
- The story emphasizes the importance of collaboration between different
cultures. The Pilgrims and the Wampanoag worked together for mutual survival.

- Gratitude:
- Thanksgiving is rooted in the idea of giving thanks, which is central to
the narrative. The Pilgrims expressed gratitude for the assistance they
received from the Native Americans.

- Resilience:
- The Pilgrims’ ability to adapt and flourish in a new environment despite
numerous hardships speaks to the human spirit's resilience.

The Role of CommonLit in Education

CommonLit is an educational platform that provides free reading materials and
resources for students and teachers. The Plymouth Thanksgiving story is
featured on this platform to help guide discussions about historical
narratives, cultural sensitivity, and critical thinking.

Benefits of Using CommonLit

1. Accessibility:
- CommonLit is a free resource, making it accessible to a wide range of
students and educators, regardless of their economic background.

2. Diverse Content:
- The platform offers a variety of texts from different genres, allowing
students to explore multiple perspectives on history and literature.

3. Interactive Features:
- CommonLit includes comprehension questions, discussion prompts, and
additional resources that enhance students' understanding of the material.

4. Integration with Standards:
- The materials align with various educational standards, ensuring that
teachers can effectively incorporate them into their lesson plans.



CommonLit The Plymouth Thanksgiving Story
Answer Key

To facilitate comprehension of the Plymouth Thanksgiving story, the following
answer key has been created based on the common questions that may arise from
the text. This key is designed to guide students in understanding the
essential elements of the narrative.

Comprehension Questions and Answers

1. What were the primary reasons the Pilgrims left England?
- The Pilgrims sought religious freedom and the ability to practice their
beliefs without persecution.

2. What challenges did the Pilgrims face during their first winter?
- The Pilgrims faced extreme cold, food shortages, and illness, leading to a
high mortality rate among their group.

3. How did the Wampanoag assist the Pilgrims?
- The Wampanoag taught the Pilgrims how to cultivate crops suitable for the
local environment, such as corn and beans, and provided them with food.

4. What was the significance of the first Thanksgiving?
- The first Thanksgiving was significant as a celebration of the successful
harvest and a demonstration of cooperation between the Pilgrims and the
Wampanoag.

5. Describe the foods that were likely present at the first Thanksgiving
feast.
- Foods likely included venison, wild fowl (possibly turkey), corn, beans,
squash, and various fruits and nuts, though not all modern Thanksgiving
dishes were present.

Discussion Questions

1. How does the story of the first Thanksgiving reflect the complexities of
cultural interactions?
- The story reflects both cooperation and the potential for misunderstanding.
While the feast symbolizes unity, it also highlights the challenges and
conflicts that arose from different cultural perspectives.

2. In what ways can we see the themes of gratitude and resilience in our
lives today?
- Students can relate these themes to their personal experiences, reflecting
on times they have shown gratitude or faced challenges with resilience.



3. What lessons can be learned from the Pilgrims' experience that apply to
modern society?
- Lessons about collaboration, understanding, and respect for different
cultures remain relevant today, encouraging dialogue and cooperation in
diverse communities.

Conclusion

In summary, CommonLit The Plymouth Thanksgiving Story Answer Key serves as an
invaluable tool for educators and students alike. By understanding the
historical context, themes, and significance of the Plymouth Thanksgiving
story, students can engage more deeply with American history and develop
critical thinking skills. The answer key provided not only aids in
comprehension but also fosters discussions that encourage students to think
about cultural interactions and the importance of gratitude and resilience in
their own lives. Through resources like CommonLit, the legacy of the Pilgrims
and their connection with Native Americans continues to be relevant,
fostering a more nuanced understanding of this pivotal moment in American
history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Plymouth Thanksgiving
Story'?
The main theme is the importance of gratitude and community, highlighting the
relationship between the Pilgrims and Native Americans.

What historical event does 'The Plymouth
Thanksgiving Story' depict?
It depicts the first Thanksgiving celebration between the Pilgrims and the
Wampanoag people in 1621.

Who were the key figures involved in the
Thanksgiving story?
Key figures include the Pilgrim settlers, such as Governor William Bradford,
and the Wampanoag leader, Massasoit.

What role did corn play in the Thanksgiving story?
Corn was a staple food that the Native Americans taught the Pilgrims to
cultivate, symbolizing sustenance and cooperation.



How did the Pilgrims and Wampanoag interact during
the first Thanksgiving?
They came together to share a harvest feast, celebrating their successful
collaboration and survival.

What were some challenges faced by the Pilgrims
before the first Thanksgiving?
Challenges included harsh weather, food shortages, and conflicts with local
tribes.

How is the Thanksgiving story relevant to modern
celebrations?
It emphasizes themes of unity, sharing, and appreciation, which are central
to contemporary Thanksgiving celebrations.

What misconceptions exist about the first
Thanksgiving?
Many misconceptions include the idea that it was a purely peaceful event
without acknowledging the complexities of Pilgrim-Native American relations.

What lessons can be learned from 'The Plymouth
Thanksgiving Story'?
Lessons include the value of cooperation, respect for different cultures, and
the significance of gratitude.

How does 'The Plymouth Thanksgiving Story' address
the perspectives of both Pilgrims and Native
Americans?
It provides a balanced view by incorporating the experiences and
contributions of both groups during the celebration.
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