COLORADO BUFFALOES QUARTERBACK HISTORY

CoLorADO BUFFALOES QUARTERBACK HISTORY IS A RICH TAPESTRY WOVEN WITH THE THREADS OF TRIUMPH, HEARTBREAK,
AND REMARKABLE INDIVIDUAL PERFORMANCES. THE UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO BOULDER HAS A STORIED FOOTBALL PROGRAM
THAT HAS PRODUCED NOTABLE PLAYERS, MEMORABLE GAMES, AND PIVOTAL MOMENTS IN COLLEGE FOOTBALL HISTORY. FroMm
THE EARLY DAYS OF THE PROGRAM TO MODERN TIMES, THE ROLE OF THE QUARTERBACK HAS BEEN CRUCIAL IN SHAPING THE
IDENTITY AND SUCCESS OF THE BUFFALOES.

EARLY YEARS AND DEVELOPMENT

THe COLORADO BUFFALOES FOOTBALL PROGRAM BEGAN IN 1890, AND DURING ITS EARLY YEARS, THE QUARTERBACK POSITION
WAS NOT AS DEFINED AS IT IS TODAY. HOWEVER, AS THE GAME EVOLVED, SO DID THE ROLE OF THE QUARTERBACK.

THE BIRTH oF A PROGRAM

IN THE LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURIES, FOOTBALL WAS A DIFFERENT GAME. THE FORWARD PASS WAS STILL A
NOVELTY, AND TEAMS RELIED HEAVILY ON RUNNING PLAYS. AS THE BUFFALOES DEVELOPED THEIR STRATEGIES, THE
QUARTERBACKIS ROLE SLOWLY BEGAN TO EMERGE.

SOME OF THE NOTABLE EARLY PLAYERS INCLUDED:

- Eucene “"GeNe” McGowaN (19 10-1912): CONSIDERED ONE OF THE FIRST QUARTERBACKS WHO DEMONSTRATED LEADERSHIP
ON THE FIELD, MCGOWAN HELPED LAY THE FOUNDATION FOR THE PROGRAM’S FUTURE SUCCESS.

- W ARReN “Bup” Davis (1930s): A SIGNIFICANT PLAYER DURING THE EARLY YEARS OF COLLEGE FOOTBALL, DAVIS WAS
KNOWN FOR HIS PASSING ABILITY, WHICH WAS RARE FOR THE TIME.

THe RISE oF THE BUFFALOES

THe 1940s Anp 1950s MARKED A TURNING POINT FOR THE COLORADO BUFFALOES, AS THE PROGRAM BEGAN TO GAIN
NATIONAL PROMINENCE. THIS PERIOD SAW THE EMERGENCE OF SEVERAL QUARTERBACKS WHO WOULD LEAVE A LASTING IMPACT
ON THE TEAM.

NoTABLE QUARTERBACKS OF THE 1940s AND 1960s

- ByroN “BUNNY” SMITH (1942-1944): SMITH WAS PIVOTAL IN LEADING THE BUFFALOES TO THEIR FIRST BOWL GAME IN
OWCA AM'S POTENTIAL ON A NATIONAL LEVEL.
1949, SHOWCASING THE TE

- DALE B. “Duke” DAUGHERTY (1954-1956): DAUGHERTY HELPED SOLIDIFY THE BUFFALOES’ REPUTATION IN COLLEGE
FOOTBALL, LEADING THE TEAM TO SEVERAL SUCCESSFUL SEASONS.

GoLDEN ErRA: THE 1980s anp 1990s

THE BUFFALOES ENJOYED A GOLDEN ERA DURING THE LATE 1980s AND INTO THE 1990sS, CULMINATING IN A NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP IN 1990. THE QUARTERBACK POSITION WAS CRITICAL DURING THIS TIME, WITH SEVERAL STANDOUT PLAYERS
TAKING THE HELM.



Key QUARTERBACKS OF THE GOLDEN ERA

1. SAL AuUNese (1983-1986): AUNESE WAS KNOWN FOR HIS STRONG ARM AND ABILITY TO LEAD THE TEAM IN CRUCIAL
MOMENTS. HIS LEADERSHIP WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN THE BUFFALOES’ SUCCESS DURING THE MID-1980s.

2. KorbeLL STEWART (199 1-1994): PERHAPS ONE OF THE MOST FAMOUS QUARTERBACKS IN COLORADO HISTORY,
STEWART WAS KNOWN FOR HIS DUAL-THREAT ABILITY. HE LED THE BUFFALOES TO A NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP IN 1990 AND IS

REMEMBERED FOR HIS INCREDIBLE PLAYS, INCLUDING THE FAMOUS “HAIL MARY” AGAINST MICHIGAN IN 1994.

3. Bogey Pesavento (1998-2000): AFTER STEWART, PESAVENTO TOOK THE REINS AND CONTINUED TO BUILD ON THE
PROGRAM’S LEGACY. HIS PERFORMANCE HELPED MAINTAIN THE BUFFALOES’ COMPETITIVE EDGE IN THE BIG 12 CONFERENCE.

TrRANSITION AND CHALLENGES: THE 2000s

AFTER THE GLORY YEARS OF THE 1990s, THE BUFFALOES FACED CHALLENGES IN THE 2000s. THE QUARTERBACK POSITION
BECAME A REVOLVING DOOR, WITH VARIOUS PLAYERS TRYING TO FIND THEIR FOOTING.

QuARTERBACK CAROUSEL

- CralG Ochs (2000-2002): OCHS HAD MOMENTS OF BRILLIANCE BUT STRUGGLED WITH INJURIES AND CONSISTENCY. His
TENURE HIGHLIGHTED THE DIFFICULTIES THE PROGRAM FACED IN MAINTAINING TOP-TIER QUARTERBACK PLAY.

- JoeL KLaTT (2003-2005): KLATT EMERGED AS A STANDOUT PLAYER DURING A TUMULTUOUS TIME. HE LED THE BUFFALOES
To THE BIG 12 CHAMPIONSHIP GAME IN 2005, SHOWCASING HIS SKILLS AND DETERMINATION.

- BrRIAN WHITE (2006): WHITE HAD A BRIEF STINT AS A STARTER, BUT THE TEAM STRUGGLED TO REGAIN ITS FORMER GLORY
DURING THIS PERIOD.

ReceNT DeveLoPMENTS: THE 20 10s AND BEYonD

THe 20 10s USHERED IN A NEW ERA FOR THE COLORADO BUFFALOES, WITH A RENEWED FOCUS ON BUILDING A COMPETITIVE
PROGRAM. THE QUARTERBACK POSITION SAW NEW FACES AND A SHIFT IN STYLE.

EMERGING T ALENTS

1. Sero Liurau (2013-2016): LIUFAU BECAME A FAN FAVORITE AND A KEY PLAYER FOR THE BUFFALOES. HIiS LEADERSHIP
HELPED GUIDE THE TEAM TO A SUCCESSFUL 20 16 SEASON, CULMINATING IN A BOWL GAME APPEARANCE.

2. STevEN MonTEz (2017-2019): MONTEZ TOOK OVER AS THE STARTING QUARTERBACK AND SHOWCASED HIS STRONG ARM
AND ATHLETICISM. HE SET SEVERAL PASSING RECORDS DURING HIS TENURE AND HELPED KEEP THE BUFFALOES COMPETITIVE IN THE
Pac-12 CONFERENCE.

3. BrenDpoN LEwIs (202 1-PRESENT): AS A YOUNG QUARTERBACK, LEWIS HAS SHOWN FLASHES OF POTENTIAL. HiS
DEVELOPMENT IS CRUCIAL FOR THE BUFFALOES AS THEY SEEK TO RECLAIM THEIR PLACE AMONG THE ELITE IN COLLEGE FOOTBALL.



INFLUENCE ON THE PROGRAM AND LEGACY

THE HISTORY OF COLORADO BUFFALOES QUARTERBACKS IS NOT JUST ABOUT INDIVIDUAL PLAYERS; IT IS ALSO ABOUT THE
INFLUENCE THEY HAVE HAD ON THE PROGRAM AS A WHOLE. THE QUARTERBACK POSITION HAS OFTEN BEEN VIEWED AS THE FACE
OF THE TEAM, AND THE SUCCESSES AND STRUGGLES OF THESE PLAYERS REFLECT BROADER TRENDS WITHIN THE PROGRAM.

THE IMPORTANCE OF QUARTERBACK DEVELOPMENT

- RECRUITING: THE ABILITY TO RECRUIT TOP-TIER QUARTERBACKS HAS BEEN ESSENTIAL FOR THE BUFFALOES’ SUCCESS. THE
PROGRAM'S EMPHASIS ON IDENTIFYING AND DEVELOPING TALENT AT THIS POSITION HAS BEEN A KEY FACTOR IN ITS HISTORY.

- COACHING PHILOSOPHY: THE COACHING STAFF'S APPROACH TO DEVELOPING QUARTERBACKS HAS EVOLVED, ADAPTING TO
CHANGES IN OFFENSIVE SCHEMES AND THE OVERALL STYLE OF PLAY IN COLLEGE FOOTBALL.

- FAN ENGAGEMENT: QUARTERBACKS OFTEN BECOME FAN FAVORITES, AND THEIR PERFORMANCES CAN SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACT
ATTENDANCE AND SUPPORT FOR THE PROGRAM.

CoNCLUSION

THE COLORADO BUFFALOES QUARTERBACK HISTORY IS A TESTAMENT TO THE EVOLUTION OF COLLEGE FOOTBALL AND THE
IMPORTANCE OF THE QUARTERBACK POSITION. FROM THE EARLY DAYS OF THE PROGRAM TO THE MODERN ERA, THE BUFFALOES
HAVE SEEN A VARIETY OF QUARTERBACKS WHO HAVE LEFT THEIR MARK ON THE FIELD. AS THE PROGRAM CONTINUES TO DEVELOP
AND ADAPT, THE LEGACY OF THESE QUARTERBACKS WILL REMAIN A VITAL PART OF COLORADO BUFFALOES FOOTBALL,
INSPIRING FUTURE GENERATIONS OF PLAYERS AND FANS ALIKE. THE JOURNEY OF THE BUFFALOES IS ONGOING, AND THE NEXT
CHAPTER AWAITS WITH FRESH TALENT AND RENEWED ASPIRATIONS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHO WAS THE STARTING QUARTERBACK FOR THE COLORADO BUFFALOES DURING
THEIR 1990 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON?

THE STARTING QUARTERBACK FOR THE COLORADO BUFFALOES DURING THEIR 1990 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON WAS
DARIAN HAGAN.

\WHAT NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENT DID CORDELL STEWART ACCOMPLISH AS THE
CoLORADO BUFFALOES QUARTERBACK?

CORDELL STEWART IS KNOWN FOR HIS ‘HAIL MARY' PASS TO MICHAEL WESTBROOK THAT LED TO A DRAMATIC VICTORY OVER
MICHIGAN IN 1994,

WHiIcCH COLORADO BUFFALOES QUARTERBACK SET THE SCHOOL RECORD FOR MOST
CAREER TOUCHDOWN PASSES?

As oF OCTOBER 2023, THE RECORD FOR MOST CAREER TOUCHDOWN PASSES BY A COLORADO BUFFALOES QUARTERBACK IS
HELD BY STEVEN MONTEZ.



WHo wAS THE COLORADO BUFFALOES QUARTERBACK BEFORE STEVEN MONTEZ?

BEFORE STEVEN MONTEZ, THE STARTING QUARTERBACK FOR THE COLORADO BUFFALOES WAS SEFO LIUFAU.

WHAT IMPACT DID KORDELL STEWART HAVE ON THE COLORADO BUFFALOES
PROGRAM?

KORDELL STEWART HAD A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT AS HE LED THE BUFFALOES TO MULTIPLE BOWL GAMES AND IS REMEMBERED AS
ONE OF THE PROGRAM'S MOST DYNAMIC QUARTERBACKS.

IN WHICH YEAR DID THE COLORADO BUFFALOES LAST WIN THE BIG 12 CONFERENCE
WITH A STANDOUT QUARTERBACK PERFORMANCE?

THe CoLorADO BUFFALOES LAST WON THE BIG 12 ConNrFereNcE IN 2001, wITH QUARTERBACK CRAIG OCHS LEADING THE
TEAM.

WHICH QUARTERBACK WAS KNOWN FOR HIS DUAL-THREAT CAPABILITIES WITH THE
CoLORADO BUFFALOES?

DARIAN HAGAN WAS KNOWN FOR HIS DUAL-THREAT CAPABILITIES, EXCELLING AS BOTH A PASSER AND A RUNNER DURING HIS TIME
WITH THE BUFFALOES.

\W/HAT IS A SIGNIFICANT RECORD HELD BY FORMER COLORADO BUFFALOES
QUARTERBACK STEVEN MONTEZ?

STEVEN MONTEZ HOLDS THE RECORD FOR THE MOST PASSING YARDS IN A SINGLE SEASON FOR THE COLORADO BUFFALOES,
ACHIEVING OVER 3,800 yarDs IN 2018.
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