
constitutional convention answer key

Constitutional Convention Answer Key is a term often associated with the understanding and interpretation of
the events, principles, and outcomes that emerged from the Constitutional Convention of 1787. This pivotal
event in American history laid the groundwork for the United States Constitution, which serves as the supreme
law of the land. The convention was not merely a gathering of delegates but a transformative assembly that
debated, deliberated, and ultimately crafted a document that established the framework for American
governance. This article will delve into the key aspects of the Constitutional Convention, the significant
figures involved, the principles of the Constitution, and the implications of the convention on modern
governance.

Historical Context of the Constitutional Convention

The Constitutional Convention took place in Philadelphia from May 25 to September 17, 1787. The United
States was struggling under the Articles of Confederation, which established a weak central government that
lacked the power to tax and regulate commerce effectively. The inefficacies of the Articles became apparent
through various crises, including Shays' Rebellion, a series of protests by American farmers against state and
local enforcement of tax collections and judgments.

Reasons for the Convention

Several key issues prompted the call for the Constitutional Convention:

1. Weakness of the Articles of Confederation: The government lacked authority, leading to financial chaos and
inability to maintain a standing army.
2. Interstate Conflicts: Disputes over trade and tariffs among the states created friction and instability.
3. Shays' Rebellion: This uprising highlighted the need for a stronger federal government to maintain order and
protect property rights.
4. Influence of Enlightenment Ideas: Philosophers like John Locke and Montesquieu inspired delegates to consider
ideas of democracy, separation of powers, and individual rights.

Key Figures of the Constitutional Convention

The convention was attended by 55 delegates, many of whom were prominent leaders of their time. Some key
figures included:

- George Washington: Elected as the president of the convention, his leadership lent legitimacy to the
proceedings.
- James Madison: Often called the "Father of the Constitution," he played a crucial role in drafting and
promoting the document.
- Alexander Hamilton: A strong proponent of a powerful central government, he advocated for a robust
executive branch.
- Benjamin Franklin: As the oldest delegate, his wisdom and diplomacy were pivotal in guiding discussions.
- Roger Sherman: Instrumental in proposing the Great Compromise, which shaped the structure of Congress.

Major Debates and Compromises

The convention was rife with debates over critical issues, leading to several significant compromises:



1. The Great Compromise: Proposed by Roger Sherman, it established a bicameral legislature, balancing
representation by population in the House of Representatives and equal representation in the Senate.

2. Three-Fifths Compromise: This agreement counted each enslaved person as three-fifths of a person for
purposes of taxation and representation, addressing the contentious issue of slavery in the new government.

3. Commerce and Slave Trade Compromise: The convention agreed that Congress could regulate commerce but
could not prohibit the slave trade until 1808, reflecting the deep divisions over slavery.

Principles Embedded in the Constitution

The outcome of the Constitutional Convention was the United States Constitution, which enshrines several
fundamental principles:

Separation of Powers

The Constitution delineates the powers of government among three branches:

- Legislative Branch: Responsible for making laws (Congress).
- Executive Branch: Enforces laws (President).
- Judicial Branch: Interprets laws (Supreme Court).

This separation is designed to prevent any one branch from gaining too much power.

Checks and Balances

Each branch of government has the authority to limit the powers of the others, creating a system of checks
and balances. For example:

- The President can veto legislation passed by Congress.
- Congress can override a veto with a two-thirds majority.
- The Supreme Court can declare laws unconstitutional.

Federalism

The Constitution establishes a federal system of government, dividing powers between the national and state
governments. This allows for a balance that can accommodate local needs while maintaining national unity.

Individual Rights

Although the original Constitution did not contain a Bill of Rights, the first ten amendments were added in
1791 to protect individual liberties, including freedom of speech, religion, and the right to bear arms.

Impact of the Constitutional Convention

The Constitutional Convention had far-reaching consequences for the United States and its governance:



Formation of a Stronger Government

The Constitution created a stronger federal government capable of addressing national issues, regulating
commerce, and providing for the common defense. This shift was crucial in maintaining order and fostering
economic stability.

Enduring Relevance

The principles established during the Constitutional Convention continue to influence American law and
governance. The Constitution remains a living document, adaptable through amendments and judicial
interpretation.

Model for Other Nations

The U.S. Constitution has served as an inspiration for other countries drafting their own constitutions,
emphasizing democracy, human rights, and the rule of law.

Conclusion

The Constitutional Convention of 1787 was a seminal event in American history, born out of necessity and
shaped by visionary leaders. The resulting Constitution provided a framework for governance that has endured
for over two centuries. Through its principles of separation of powers, checks and balances, federalism, and
protection of individual rights, the Constitution continues to be a cornerstone of American democracy.
Understanding the Convention and its outcomes is essential for appreciating the complexities of the U.S.
political system and the ongoing dialogue about governance and rights in America.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary purpose of the Constitutional Convention of 1787?

The primary purpose of the Constitutional Convention was to address the weaknesses of the Articles of
Confederation and to create a stronger federal government.

Which notable figures were present at the Constitutional Convention?

Notable figures included George Washington, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, and Roger
Sherman.

What key compromise addressed the issue of representation in Congress?

The Great Compromise, also known as the Connecticut Compromise, established a bicameral legislature with
proportional representation in the House and equal representation in the Senate.

How did the Three-Fifths Compromise affect representation?

The Three-Fifths Compromise determined that three out of every five slaves would be counted for purposes of
representation and taxation.



What was the outcome of the Constitutional Convention?

The outcome was the drafting of the United States Constitution, which established the framework for the
federal government and was ratified in 1788.

What principle of government was established by the Constitution that
ensures a separation of powers?

The principle of checks and balances was established to ensure that the three branches of government
(executive, legislative, and judicial) could limit each other's powers.
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