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Collins Robert French English Dictionary Le Robert is a renowned bilingual
dictionary that serves as an invaluable resource for anyone looking to master
the French and English languages. The dictionary is a collaborative effort
between two established names in language reference: Collins, a British
publisher known for its extensive dictionaries, and Le Robert, a prestigious
French publisher recognized for its comprehensive French dictionaries. This
article delves into the features, contents, and significance of the Collins
Robert French English Dictionary, highlighting its place in the realm of
bilingual dictionaries.

Overview of Collins Robert French English
Dictionary

The Collins Robert French English Dictionary is designed to meet the needs of
both learners and fluent speakers of French and English. It offers an
exhaustive range of vocabulary, idiomatic expressions, and grammatical
information, making it a trusted companion for students, translators, and
professionals alike.

History and Development

The partnership between Collins and Le Robert dates back to the late 20th
century when the need for a comprehensive bilingual dictionary became
evident. The first edition of the Collins Robert French English Dictionary
was published in 1975, and since then, it has undergone numerous revisions to
accommodate the evolving nature of both languages.

Purpose and Audience

The dictionary caters to a diverse audience, including:

- Language learners at all levels
- Teachers and educators
- Translators
- Business professionals
- Travelers

It serves as both a learning tool and a reference guide for anyone engaging
with French or English.



Key Features of the Dictionary

The Collins Robert French English Dictionary is packed with features that
enhance its usability and effectiveness. Here are some of the most notable
characteristics:

Extensive Vocabulary

One of the standout features of this dictionary is its extensive vocabulary.
It includes:

- Over 200,000 words and phrases
- Numerous idiomatic expressions
- Technical terms from various fields, such as medicine, law, and science

This comprehensive coverage ensures that users can find the words they need,
regardless of the context.

Clear Definitions and Translations

The dictionary offers clear and precise definitions for each entry,
accompanied by accurate translations. This feature is particularly useful for
learners who may struggle with nuanced meanings. The definitions are crafted
to be easily understandable, making the dictionary accessible to a broad
audience.

Pronunciation Guides

Understanding pronunciation is crucial for language learners. The Collins
Robert French English Dictionary provides phonetic transcriptions for both
French and English entries, enabling users to pronounce words correctly.
Additionally, many editions include audio pronunciations, enhancing the
learning experience.

Grammar and Usage Notes

To facilitate a deeper understanding of the language, the dictionary includes
grammar notes that explain the rules and structures of both French and
English. These notes cover:

- Verb conjugations
- Gender of nouns



- Common grammatical pitfalls

Such guidance is invaluable for learners who wish to use the languages
correctly and effectively.

Illustrations and Examples

The dictionary also contains numerous illustrations and example sentences
that demonstrate word usage in context. This feature helps users grasp the
practical application of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions, making it
easier to remember them.

Formats and Editions

The Collins Robert French English Dictionary is available in various formats
to accommodate different preferences and needs:

Print Edition

The print edition remains popular among users who prefer the tactile
experience of a physical book. It is often favored by students and
professionals who appreciate the ability to flip through pages for quick
reference.

Digital Edition

In response to the growing demand for digital resources, the Collins Robert
French English Dictionary is also available in electronic formats. Users can
access the dictionary via:

- Mobile applications
- E-book formats
- Online platforms

The digital edition often includes additional features, such as interactive
quizzes and customizable word lists, which enhance the learning experience.

Comparison with Other Bilingual Dictionaries

While the Collins Robert French English Dictionary stands out for its
comprehensiveness and clarity, it is not the only bilingual dictionary



available. Here is a comparison with a few other notable dictionaries:

Oxford-Hachette French Dictionary

- Strengths: Known for its extensive coverage of contemporary French
vocabulary, the Oxford-Hachette Dictionary is particularly popular among
advanced learners and professionals.
- Weaknesses: Some users find the format less user-friendly compared to
Collins Robert.

WordReference.com

- Strengths: As an online resource, WordReference offers a vast array of
translations and user-contributed content, making it dynamic and regularly
updated.
- Weaknesses: Its lack of a structured format can make it overwhelming for
beginners.

Larousse French-English Dictionary

- Strengths: Larousse is celebrated for its cultural notes and detailed
explanations of nuances in meaning.
- Weaknesses: It may not be as extensive in vocabulary as Collins Robert.

In summary, while other dictionaries have their unique advantages, the
Collins Robert French English Dictionary is lauded for its balanced approach,
making it a reliable choice for a wide range of users.

The Importance of a Bilingual Dictionary

Bilingual dictionaries play a critical role in language acquisition and
fluency. Here’s why they are essential:

Facilitating Learning

- Building Vocabulary: Bilingual dictionaries help learners expand their
vocabulary by providing translations and context for usage.
- Improving Comprehension: They assist in understanding complex texts by
offering clear definitions and explanations.



Enhancing Translation Skills

For translators, having a reliable bilingual dictionary is crucial. It allows
them to:

- Find accurate translations of technical terms.
- Understand the nuances of idiomatic expressions.

Cultural Insights

Many bilingual dictionaries, including Collins Robert, offer cultural notes
that provide context about language use in different regions. This aspect
enriches the learning experience and fosters a deeper appreciation for the
language.

Conclusion

The Collins Robert French English Dictionary is a vital resource for anyone
engaged in the study or use of French and English. Its extensive vocabulary,
clear definitions, pronunciation guides, and grammar notes make it an
essential tool for learners and professionals alike. The collaboration
between Collins and Le Robert ensures that the dictionary remains relevant
and comprehensive in a rapidly evolving linguistic landscape. Whether in
print or digital format, this dictionary continues to be a cornerstone of
bilingual reference materials, making it an indispensable companion for
language enthusiasts around the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Collins Robert French-English
Dictionary?
The Collins Robert French-English Dictionary is a comprehensive bilingual
dictionary that provides translations, definitions, and usage examples for
French and English words.

Who are the authors of the Collins Robert French-
English Dictionary?
The dictionary is a collaboration between Collins and Le Robert, a well-known
French publishing house specializing in dictionaries and language resources.



How often is the Collins Robert French-English
Dictionary updated?
The dictionary is periodically updated to reflect changes in language usage,
new words, and evolving definitions, with recent editions being published
every few years.

Is the Collins Robert French-English Dictionary
available in digital format?
Yes, the Collins Robert French-English Dictionary is available in both print
and digital formats, including mobile apps and online subscriptions.

What makes the Collins Robert French-English
Dictionary stand out from other dictionaries?
It is known for its comprehensive coverage, clear definitions, and practical
usage examples, making it particularly useful for both learners and fluent
speakers.

Can the Collins Robert French-English Dictionary
help with learning French?
Absolutely! It includes not only translations but also grammar tips, cultural
notes, and idiomatic expressions that can greatly aid in language learning.

Are there specialized editions of the Collins Robert
French-English Dictionary?
Yes, there are specialized editions tailored for different audiences,
including learners, professionals, and travelers, each focusing on relevant
vocabulary and phrases.

Where can I purchase the Collins Robert French-
English Dictionary?
The dictionary can be purchased at major bookstores, online retailers like
Amazon, and directly from the publishers' websites.
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