
cone 5 6 glazes materials and recipes
cone 5 6 glazes materials and recipes are essential for potters and ceramic artists aiming to
achieve mid-range fired finishes that balance durability, aesthetics, and versatility. This article
explores the fundamental materials used in cone 5 6 glazes, delves into common and innovative
recipes, and provides practical guidance for formulating and adjusting glazes to suit various artistic
and functional needs. Understanding the chemistry and behavior of glaze components at cone 5 and
6 temperatures enables ceramicists to create beautiful, stable, and food-safe surfaces. Additionally,
this article covers tips for testing and troubleshooting glaze results to optimize outcomes. Whether
refining existing recipes or developing new ones, knowledge of cone 5 6 glazes materials and recipes
is crucial for successful ceramic glazing projects. The following sections will discuss key raw
materials, typical glaze formulations, firing considerations, and practical advice for glaze
application.
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Essential Materials for Cone 5 6 Glazes

Understanding the core materials used in cone 5 6 glazes is fundamental to creating stable and
visually appealing finishes. Cone 5 6 glazes mature at approximately 2167°F to 2232°F (1186°C to
1222°C), which is considered mid-range in ceramics firing. The glaze materials must be carefully
balanced to melt and interact at these temperatures without defects such as crazing, pinholing, or
crawling.

Fluxes

Fluxes are substances that lower the melting point of the glaze mixture, enabling the glaze to
mature at cone 5 or 6. Common fluxes for mid-range glazes include:

Feldspar: Potassium feldspar (K-spar) and sodium feldspar (albite) are primary fluxes
providing alumina and silica alongside fluxing oxides.

Whiting (Calcium Carbonate): Supplies calcium oxide, helping to stabilize the glaze and



prevent excessive fluidity.

Bentonite: Often used in small amounts to improve suspension and application but does not
act as a flux.

Frits: Pre-melted glassy materials (such as Ferro Frit 3134 or 3249) that ensure consistent
melting behavior and reduce variability.

Silica

Silica (SiO2) serves as the glass former in glazes. It provides hardness and durability once melted
and cooled. In cone 5 6 glazes, silica content is carefully controlled to balance melting behavior and
surface finish.

Alumina

Alumina (Al2O3) originates primarily from feldspar or kaolin and acts as a stabilizer. It increases
viscosity in the molten glaze, preventing the glaze from running off the piece during firing. Proper
alumina levels are crucial for achieving a smooth, glassy finish without defects.

Colorants and Opacifiers

To achieve various colors and effects, colorants and opacifiers are incorporated into the base glaze.
Common materials include:

Copper Carbonate: Produces greens and turquoise shades in oxidation.

Cobalt Oxide: Yields deep blues.

Iron Oxide: Creates browns, reds, and earthy tones.

Titanium Dioxide: Acts as an opacifier and can produce matte finishes or speckled surfaces.

Zirconium Silicate: Used to create opacity and whiteness in glazes.

Common Cone 5 6 Glaze Recipes



Several standardized recipes have been developed and tested extensively by potters and ceramic
professionals to achieve reliable results at cone 5 6. These recipes can be used as a starting point
and modified according to personal requirements or raw material availability.

Basic Transparent Cone 6 Glaze

This classic glaze offers a clear, glossy surface suitable for showcasing clay bodies beneath. Typical
recipe components include:

Feldspar (K-spar) – 30%

Silica – 30%

Whiting – 20%

Kaolin – 15%

Bentonite – 5%

This balance provides a smooth, glossy finish with good durability and minimal crazing on most mid-
range clay bodies.

Matte Cone 5 6 Glaze

Matte glazes require higher alumina and titanium dioxide content to create surface crystallization
and reduce gloss. A typical matte recipe may contain:

Feldspar – 25%

Silica – 25%

Whiting – 15%

Kaolin – 20%

Titanium Dioxide – 10%

Bentonite – 5%

This recipe produces a velvety matte surface that is durable and attractive for functional ware.



Raku Cone 5 6 Glaze

Raku glazes matured at cone 5 or 6 are designed for rapid cooling and reduction firing effects. They
often include frits and fluxes promoting crackling and metallic effects:

Frit 3134 – 40%

Whiting – 20%

Silica – 15%

Kaolin – 15%

Copper Carbonate or Cobalt Oxide – 5%

Bentonite – 5%

These glazes produce interesting surface textures and colors unique to raku firing techniques.

Formulating and Adjusting Cone 5 6 Glazes

Developing cone 5 6 glazes often involves adjusting base recipes to achieve specific characteristics
such as color, texture, or melting behavior. Understanding the role of each material aids in fine-
tuning glaze performance.

Balancing Flux, Alumina, and Silica

Glaze stability depends on the proper ratio of fluxes, alumina, and silica. The unity molecular
formula approach is commonly used to calculate these proportions. Typical ranges for cone 5 6
glazes include:

Fluxes: 30–40%

Alumina: 10–20%

Silica: 40–50%

Adjusting these values can affect melting temperature, glaze fluidity, and surface finish. Excess flux
can cause running, while too little may result in underfired or rough textures.



Incorporating Colorants

Adding metal oxides or stains to base glazes requires attention to concentration to avoid defects. For
example, cobalt oxide is potent and usually added at less than 2% by weight. Testing small batches is
crucial to achieving the desired hue without compromising glaze fit.

Using Frits for Consistency

Frits are especially useful in cone 5 6 glazes to reduce variability caused by natural mineral
inconsistencies. By incorporating frits, potters can ensure more predictable melting and surface
qualities.

Firing and Application Techniques

The success of cone 5 6 glazes depends not only on materials and recipes but also on firing
schedules and application methods. Proper firing ensures the glaze matures fully without defects.

Firing Schedule

Cone 5 6 firing typically requires a controlled kiln ramp to manage the glaze melt and avoid thermal
shock. A typical firing schedule includes:

Slow ramp through quartz inversion (~1060°F) to prevent cracking

Firing to cone 5 6 temperature range (2167°F to 2232°F)

Soak time of 10 to 30 minutes at peak temperature for glaze maturation

Controlled cooling to reduce glaze defects and stress

Application Methods

Common application techniques for cone 5 6 glazes include dipping, brushing, and spraying.
Consistent thickness is important to avoid issues such as running or pinholes. Applying two even
coats often produces optimal results.



Testing and Troubleshooting Cone 5 6 Glazes

Testing is an integral part of working with cone 5 6 glazes to ensure compatibility with clay bodies
and achieve desired aesthetics. Systematic testing helps identify and resolve common glaze
problems.

Test Tiles and Sample Runs

Creating test tiles with varying glaze thickness and firing conditions allows potters to observe glaze
behavior and make informed adjustments. It is recommended to document all variables during
testing for future reference.

Common Issues and Solutions

Crazing: Occurs when the glaze contracts more than the clay body. Increase silica or reduce
flux to improve fit.

Pinholing: Caused by gas escape during firing. Improve glaze suspension, adjust application
thickness, or increase soak time.

Running: Glaze flows off the piece. Reduce flux or thicken application.

Dull Surface: May result from excessive alumina or firing too cool. Adjust chemistry or firing
schedule.

By systematically addressing these issues, ceramicists can optimize cone 5 6 glazes materials and
recipes for consistent, high-quality results.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are cone 5 and cone 6 firing temperatures in ceramics?
Cone 5 and cone 6 refer to specific temperature ranges used in ceramics firing. Cone 5 typically
corresponds to about 2167°F (1186°C), while cone 6 is around 2232°F (1222°C). These mid-range
temperatures are popular for stoneware and porcelain firings.

What materials are commonly used in cone 5/6 glaze recipes?
Common materials in cone 5/6 glaze recipes include feldspar (such as potassium or sodium
feldspar), silica (flint), kaolin (china clay), ball clay, whiting (calcium carbonate), and various



colorants or opacifiers like rutile, titanium dioxide, or oxides of iron, cobalt, and copper.

How do cone 5/6 glazes differ from high-fire glazes in terms of
composition?
Cone 5/6 glazes typically have higher amounts of fluxes like feldspar and calcium to mature at mid-
range temperatures, whereas high-fire glazes (cone 9-10) often rely on different fluxes such as
nepheline syenite and may have higher melting points. Cone 5/6 glazes also allow for a wider range
of colors and textures due to more controlled melting.

Can I use cone 5/6 glaze recipes on a cone 10 firing?
Using cone 5/6 glaze recipes at cone 10 firing temperatures is generally not recommended because
these glazes may over-melt, run, or become too glossy and unstable. It's best to use glazes
formulated specifically for the firing temperature to ensure proper surface and durability.

What is a simple and reliable cone 5/6 glaze recipe for
beginners?
A basic cone 5/6 glaze recipe includes 25% feldspar, 25% whiting, 25% kaolin, and 25% silica (all
percentages by weight). This balanced recipe creates a glossy, durable glaze suitable for functional
ware and can be modified with colorants or opacifiers.

How can I adjust cone 5/6 glaze recipes for matte or satin
finishes?
To achieve matte or satin finishes in cone 5/6 glazes, potters often increase the amount of alumina
(kaolin or ball clay) or add materials like magnesium carbonate or zinc oxide. Reducing fluxes or
silica can also help create less glossy surfaces. Experimentation and testing are key.

What safety precautions should I take when handling
materials for cone 5/6 glazes?
When working with glaze materials, always wear a dust mask or respirator to avoid inhaling fine
particles, use gloves to protect your skin from potentially toxic materials, and work in a well-
ventilated area. Some colorants and additives can be hazardous, so proper handling and storage are
important.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Cone 5 and 6 Glazes: Materials, Recipes, and Techniques
This comprehensive guide explores the fundamentals of cone 5 and 6 glazes, offering detailed
recipes and material breakdowns. It includes practical advice on mixing, testing, and firing glazes to
achieve consistent results. Potters will find valuable tips for troubleshooting common glaze issues
and developing their own unique glaze formulas.



2. The Ceramic Glaze Handbook: Materials, Techniques, and Recipes for Cone 5 and 6
Focused on mid-range firing, this handbook provides a thorough overview of glaze chemistry tailored
to cone 5 and 6 firings. It features a variety of tested glaze recipes, ingredient sourcing tips, and
step-by-step instructions to help ceramicists refine their glazing skills. The book also covers glaze
application methods and firing schedules.

3. Glazes from Natural Materials: Cone 5 and 6 Recipes for Potters
This book emphasizes the use of natural and locally sourced materials to create beautiful cone 5 and
6 glazes. It offers recipes that highlight the unique qualities of raw materials like wood ash, feldspar,
and clay. The author provides insights into sustainable glazing practices and techniques for
customizing glaze colors and textures.

4. Cone 5/6 Glazes: A Practical Guide to Materials and Recipes
Designed for intermediate potters, this guide demystifies the process of creating reliable cone 5 and
6 glazes. It includes clear explanations of glaze components, mixing procedures, and firing
parameters. Readers will benefit from a collection of proven glaze recipes suited for functional and
decorative ceramics.

5. The Art of Mid-Range Glazing: Cone 5 and 6 Techniques and Formulas
This book explores artistic approaches to mid-range glazes, emphasizing experimentation and
creative expression. It provides a balanced mix of technical knowledge and inspiring glaze recipes
for cone 5 and 6 firings. Potters will find advice on layering glazes, surface effects, and achieving
vibrant colors.

6. Essential Cone 5/6 Glaze Recipes: Materials, Testing, and Troubleshooting
A practical resource focused on developing and refining cone 5 and 6 glaze formulas, this book
guides readers through systematic testing methods. It discusses the impact of different materials on
glaze behavior and offers solutions to common problems like crazing and pinholing. The included
recipes are designed for reliability and ease of use.

7. Cone 5-6 Glazes: Exploring Color and Texture in Mid-Range Firing
This volume highlights the creative possibilities of cone 5 and 6 glazes, with an emphasis on color
development and surface texture. The author shares a variety of recipes that produce unique
finishes, from glossy to matte and textured effects. The book also covers firing schedules optimized
for mid-range glazes.

8. Functional Pottery at Cone 5 and 6: Glaze Materials and Recipes
Targeting potters who create everyday ware, this book focuses on durable, food-safe cone 5 and 6
glazes. It provides tested recipes that balance aesthetics with practicality, ensuring both beauty and
functionality. Additionally, the book discusses glaze fit and safety considerations for functional
ceramics.

9. The Mid-Range Glaze Workshop: Techniques and Recipes for Cone 5/6 Potters
This workshop-style book offers hands-on guidance for potters looking to master cone 5 and 6
glazes. It includes exercises for understanding glaze chemistry, experimenting with materials, and
developing custom recipes. The accessible format makes it a valuable tool for both beginners and
experienced ceramic artists.
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