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Hummel figurines, created by the German company Goebel, have captivated collectors for
decades. With their charming designs, nostalgic themes, and high-quality craftsmanship,
these pieces embody a sense of innocence and joy. However, the world of Hummel
collecting can be daunting, especially when it comes to determining the value of your
figurines. This comprehensive Hummel value guide provides an overview of the key factors
that influence value, tips for assessing your collection, and a look at some of the most
sought-after pieces in the market.

Understanding Hummel Figurines

Hummel figurines are based on the artwork of Sister Maria Innocentia Hummel, a Bavarian
nun and artist. After her death in 1946, her works were licensed to Goebel, which began
producing these iconic porcelain figurines. Each piece is handcrafted and hand-painted,
making them unique.

Key Features of Hummel Figurines

When evaluating Hummel figurines, it's crucial to understand the key features that
contribute to their value:

1. Backstamp: The backstamp on the figurine indicates its production period. There are
several variations, including the globe backstamp, which denotes the earliest pieces.
2. Design Number: Each Hummel figurine has a specific design number which is essential
for identification.
3. Condition: The condition of the figurine is paramount. Chips, cracks, or repairs can
significantly impact value.
4. Rarity: Limited editions or discontinued pieces tend to be more valuable than those that
are mass-produced.
5. Market Demand: Current trends in collecting can influence the price. Some figurines may
see spikes in value during certain periods.

Determining the Value of Hummel Figurines

To accurately assess the value of Hummel figurines, consider the following steps:



1. Research Recent Sales

- Check auction sites like eBay for recent sales of similar figurines.
- Visit specialized Hummel collector websites and forums to gauge market trends.
- Consult price guides that list current values based on recent transactions.

2. Evaluate Condition

- Inspect the figurine for any damage, such as cracks, chips, or discoloration.
- Ensure that the original box and paperwork, if available, are included, as they can
enhance value.

3. Identify the Backstamp

- Familiarize yourself with the various backstamps used throughout the years:
- Globe Backstamp (1935-1949): Early pieces with higher value.
- Stylized “W. Germany” Backstamp (1950-1972): Indicates a later production period.
- Modern Backstamps (1972-present): Generally lower in value compared to earlier
backstamps.

Popular Hummel Figurines and Their Values

Certain Hummel figurines are highly sought after by collectors and can fetch significant
prices. Here’s a list of some of the most popular pieces along with their estimated values:

1. “M.I. Hummel 1 – “Goose Girl”

- Description: A young girl holding a goose, one of the earliest Hummels.
- Estimated Value: $1,500 - $3,000 depending on condition and backstamp.

2. “M.I. Hummel 2 – “Apple Tree Boy”

- Description: A boy reaching for apples in a tree.
- Estimated Value: $1,200 - $2,500.

3. “M.I. Hummel 7 – “Sister”

- Description: A nun holding a book, symbolizing education and faith.
- Estimated Value: $800 - $1,500.



4. “M.I. Hummel 71 – “The Merry Wanderer”

- Description: A young boy with a hat and a pipe, dancing joyfully.
- Estimated Value: $600 - $1,200.

5. “M.I. Hummel 152 – “School Boy”

- Description: A boy with a satchel, heading to school.
- Estimated Value: $300 - $700.

Tips for Collecting Hummel Figurines

If you're considering starting or expanding your Hummel collection, here are some tips to
keep in mind:

1. Start with Research

- Read books and articles about Hummel figurines to familiarize yourself with the history
and market.
- Join online forums and groups dedicated to Hummel collectors.

2. Buy from Reputable Sources

- Purchase from established dealers or auctions with a good reputation to avoid
counterfeits.
- Attend collector shows and conventions to connect with other collectors and find rare
pieces.

3. Keep Records

- Maintain a detailed inventory of your collection, including photographs, purchase dates,
and prices.
- This will help track the value of your collection over time.

4. Consider Insurance

- If your collection is of significant value, consider insuring it to protect against loss or
damage.



Conclusion

The world of Hummel figurines is rich with history, artistry, and community. Understanding
the factors that influence value can help collectors make informed decisions about their
collections. Whether you’re a seasoned collector or just starting, this complete Hummel
value guide provides a foundation for navigating the market. With careful research,
attention to detail, and a passion for these charming pieces, you can enjoy the rewarding
experience of collecting Hummel figurines for years to come. Remember, the value of a
collection is not just monetary; it also lies in the joy and nostalgia these delightful figurines
bring.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a complete Hummel value guide?
A complete Hummel value guide is a comprehensive resource that provides information on
the current market values of Hummel figurines, including detailed descriptions, historical
context, and pictures of each piece.

Where can I find a complete Hummel value guide with
pictures?
You can find a complete Hummel value guide with pictures in bookstores, online
marketplaces, and specialized collectible websites. Many collectors also publish guides on
their personal blogs or forums.

How do I use a Hummel value guide to appraise my
collection?
To appraise your Hummel collection using a value guide, compare your pieces against the
guide's listings for similar items, taking note of factors like condition, rarity, and current
market trends.

Are there any online resources for a Hummel value
guide?
Yes, there are several online resources, including auction sites, collector forums, and
dedicated Hummel websites that offer value guides, appraisals, and user-submitted
pictures.

What factors influence the value of Hummel figurines in
a value guide?
Factors that influence the value of Hummel figurines include rarity, condition, age, demand,
and any unique features such as limited editions or special markings, all of which are



typically detailed in a value guide.
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