
come on eileen piano sheet music

come on eileen piano sheet music is a popular request among pianists and music enthusiasts who
wish to recreate the energetic and nostalgic feel of this iconic 1980s hit. The song, originally
performed by Dexys Midnight Runners, has a catchy melody and distinctive rhythm that translates
beautifully to piano arrangements. Whether you are a beginner seeking a simplified version or an
advanced player looking for a full transcription, accessible and accurate come on eileen piano sheet
music is essential. This article explores various aspects of the sheet music, including where to find it,
different arrangement options, tips for playing, and the musical structure of the piece. By
understanding these elements, pianists can better appreciate and perform this timeless classic.

Overview of Come On Eileen Piano Sheet Music

Types of Arrangements Available

Tips for Playing Come On Eileen on Piano

Musical Structure and Key Elements

Where to Find and Purchase Sheet Music

Overview of Come On Eileen Piano Sheet Music
The come on eileen piano sheet music captures the essence of the original song while adapting it for
solo piano performance. This sheet music typically includes the melody line, chord symbols, and
accompaniment patterns that replicate the song’s distinctive folk-pop style. The piano arrangements
range from simple lead sheets suitable for beginners to elaborate transcriptions that include complex
rhythms and harmonies for advanced players. Understanding the nature of the sheet music helps
pianists select versions that match their skill levels and performance goals.

Historical Context and Popularity
Originally released in 1982, “Come On Eileen” by Dexys Midnight Runners reached number one on
the UK Singles Chart and became a defining track of the decade. Its upbeat tempo and memorable
chorus have ensured lasting popularity, making it a favorite for covers and piano adaptations. The
song’s folk influences, combined with pop sensibilities, present unique challenges and opportunities in
piano arrangements.

Key Features of the Sheet Music
Come on eileen piano sheet music typically features:

The main vocal melody transcribed into the right hand

Chord symbols to guide harmonic accompaniment



Rhythmic patterns that reflect the original song’s Celtic-inspired beats

Notations for dynamics and articulation to enhance expressiveness

These elements work together to help pianists recreate the lively and spirited atmosphere of the
original track.

Types of Arrangements Available
There is a wide range of come on eileen piano sheet music available to suit different playing abilities
and preferences. Selecting the right arrangement ensures an enjoyable and manageable playing
experience.

Beginner Arrangements
For novice pianists, simplified versions of the come on eileen piano sheet music are available. These
arrangements focus on basic melody lines and simplified chords, often reducing the tempo and
complexity of rhythmic patterns. The goal is to provide an accessible introduction to the song while
maintaining its recognizable character.

Intermediate and Advanced Arrangements
More experienced players can explore intermediate and advanced arrangements that incorporate full
left-hand accompaniments, complex chord voicings, and detailed rhythmic notation. These versions
often include embellishments and variations that enrich the performance and replicate the original
instrumentation more closely.

Solo and Ensemble Versions
In addition to solo piano arrangements, come on eileen piano sheet music is also available for
ensembles and duets. These versions split the musical parts across multiple players, allowing for a
fuller and more dynamic rendition of the song.

Tips for Playing Come On Eileen on Piano
Successfully performing come on eileen piano sheet music requires attention to rhythm, dynamics,
and phrasing. The following tips can enhance interpretation and technical execution.

Master the Rhythm
The song’s rhythm is characterized by a lively 6/8 time signature with a distinctive Celtic folk feel.
Practicing with a metronome and breaking down the rhythmic patterns can help pianists internalize
the groove and maintain consistent timing throughout the piece.

Focus on Expression and Dynamics
Dynamic contrasts and expressive phrasing bring the music to life. Pianists should pay close attention
to crescendos, decrescendos, and accents indicated in the sheet music to convey the song’s



emotional intensity and spirited energy.

Practice Hand Coordination
The come on eileen piano sheet music often requires simultaneous execution of melody and
accompaniment with independent hand movements. Regular slow practice and hands-separately
exercises can improve coordination and accuracy.

Use Appropriate Pedaling
Careful use of the sustain pedal can enhance the legato passages and rhythmic drive. However, over-
pedaling should be avoided to maintain clarity, especially in faster sections.

Musical Structure and Key Elements
Understanding the musical structure of come on eileen aids in effective interpretation and
memorization. The song follows a distinctive form with recurring motifs and harmonic progressions.

Song Form
The structure generally consists of an intro, verses, pre-choruses, choruses, and a bridge. The piano
sheet music reflects this layout, often indicating repeats and sectional markings for ease of navigation
during performance.

Key Signatures and Modulations
Come on eileen is traditionally played in the key of C major, though some arrangements may
transpose it to accommodate vocal ranges or pianistic preferences. The sheet music may include key
changes, particularly during the bridge, adding musical interest and variety.

Melodic and Harmonic Elements
The melody is memorable and singable, featuring stepwise motion and occasional leaps.
Harmonically, the song uses common chords with folk-inspired progressions, often incorporating
modal inflections that contribute to its unique sound.

Where to Find and Purchase Sheet Music
Accessing quality come on eileen piano sheet music is essential for accurate performance and
practice. Numerous sources provide legitimate and affordable options.

Online Sheet Music Retailers
Many reputable online platforms offer downloadable come on eileen piano sheet music in various
arrangements. These retailers provide instant access and often include preview pages to evaluate the
arrangement before purchase.



Music Libraries and Educational Resources
Public and university libraries frequently hold collections of popular sheet music, including come on
eileen. Additionally, music schools and educational websites sometimes provide free or subscription-
based access to sheet music suitable for different skill levels.

Printed Songbooks and Collections
Physical songbooks featuring 1980s hits or specific artists may include come on eileen piano sheet
music. These collections are valuable for pianists who prefer tangible materials and comprehensive
repertoires.

Key Considerations When Choosing Sheet Music

Skill level compatibility

Accuracy and faithfulness to the original song

Availability of performance notes and fingering

Format preference (print or digital)

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the sheet music for 'Come On Eileen' on
piano?
You can find 'Come On Eileen' piano sheet music on music sheet websites such as Musicnotes, Sheet
Music Plus, and Jellynote.

Is 'Come On Eileen' piano sheet music available for beginners?
Yes, there are simplified versions of 'Come On Eileen' piano sheet music available that are suitable for
beginners.

What key is 'Come On Eileen' piano sheet music usually
written in?
'Come On Eileen' is commonly arranged in the key of C major or D major for piano sheet music.

Are there free versions of 'Come On Eileen' piano sheet music



online?
Some websites offer free versions, but the quality and accuracy may vary. Paid versions often provide
more accurate and complete arrangements.

Can I get 'Come On Eileen' piano sheet music with lyrics
included?
Yes, many sheet music versions include lyrics along with the piano arrangement.

Is there a tutorial video that goes along with 'Come On Eileen'
piano sheet music?
Yes, several tutorial videos are available on YouTube that teach how to play 'Come On Eileen' on
piano step by step.

How difficult is the 'Come On Eileen' piano sheet music to
play?
The difficulty can range from easy to intermediate depending on the arrangement you choose.

Can 'Come On Eileen' piano sheet music be transposed to
other keys?
Yes, many digital sheet music versions allow you to transpose the music to different keys to suit your
vocal range or playing preference.

Is the original arrangement of 'Come On Eileen' available for
piano solo?
The original arrangement is primarily for a band, but there are piano solo adaptations that capture the
main melody and rhythm.

Additional Resources
1. Come On Eileen: The Ultimate Piano Collection
This book offers a comprehensive collection of piano sheet music for "Come On Eileen" and other
popular hits from the 1980s. Arranged for intermediate players, it includes detailed notes on
technique and style to help capture the original feel of the song. Perfect for pianists looking to expand
their repertoire with classic pop tunes.

2. 80s Pop Piano Hits: Learn to Play Come On Eileen and More
Featuring a selection of iconic 1980s pop songs, this book provides easy-to-follow sheet music and
chord charts. "Come On Eileen" is highlighted with an arrangement tailored for beginner to
intermediate pianists. Additional tips on rhythm and timing help players nail the upbeat tempo of this
classic.



3. Sheet Music Anthology: Dexys Midnight Runners and Beyond
Dedicated to the music of Dexys Midnight Runners and similar artists, this anthology includes "Come
On Eileen" along with other notable tracks. The arrangements focus on authenticity, preserving the
unique folk-pop blend of the original recordings. Musicians will find both solo and duet versions for
versatile performance options.

4. Pop Classics for Piano: 50 Timeless Songs Including Come On Eileen
This collection features 50 timeless pop songs arranged for solo piano, with "Come On Eileen"
prominently featured. Each piece is arranged to balance playability with musicality, making it suitable
for intermediate pianists. The book also includes background information on each song to enhance
the playing experience.

5. Intermediate Piano Solos: 80s Favorites Like Come On Eileen
Designed for intermediate players, this book compiles popular 1980s tunes with detailed sheet music
and performance notes. The "Come On Eileen" arrangement emphasizes dynamic expression and
rhythmic precision. Additional practice exercises help learners master tricky sections and improve
overall technique.

6. Retro Pop Piano: Hit Songs from the 80s and 90s
This piano book captures the spirit of retro pop music, featuring chart-topping hits such as "Come On
Eileen." Arrangements are crafted to be accessible yet engaging, encouraging players to develop
their own stylistic interpretations. The book also includes tips on improvisation and embellishments.

7. Sing and Play: Come On Eileen with Piano Accompaniment
Ideal for singers and accompanists, this book provides sheet music for "Come On Eileen" with lyrics
and chord symbols. The piano parts are arranged to support vocal performance, with options for
simplified or full accompaniments. Great for solo performances or small group settings.

8. The Complete Piano Player: 80s Edition Featuring Come On Eileen
Part of the popular "Complete Piano Player" series, this edition focuses on 1980s hits, including a well-
crafted "Come On Eileen" arrangement. The book is designed for self-teaching, with clear instructions
and progressive difficulty levels. It also offers insights into the historical context of the songs.

9. Pop Piano Play-Along: Come On Eileen and Other Classic Hits
This play-along book includes sheet music and a companion audio CD featuring backing tracks for
"Come On Eileen" and other classic pop songs. Players can practice with the accompaniment to
improve timing and ensemble skills. The arrangements cater to intermediate pianists aiming to
perform confidently.
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