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The Craftsman 358 chainsaw is a versatile and powerful tool designed for a variety of cutting tasks,

from trimming branches to felling trees. To operate this chainsaw safely and effectively, it is essential

to have a thorough understanding of its features, maintenance, and operational procedures. This

article aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the Craftsman 358 chainsaw manual, ensuring

that users can maximize the performance and longevity of their tool.

Overview of the Craftsman 358 Chainsaw

The Craftsman 358 chainsaw is part of the Craftsman brand, known for its durable and reliable outdoor

power equipment. This chainsaw model is typically powered by a two-cycle engine, which provides a

balance of power and efficiency. Key features often found in the Craftsman 358 chainsaw include:

- Engine Power: Usually around 40cc, providing sufficient power for most cutting tasks.

- Bar Length: Typically available in various lengths, commonly ranging from 16 to 20 inches.

- Automatic Oiling System: Ensures the chain remains lubricated during operation.

- Easy Start Technology: Some models feature a spring-assist starting mechanism for easier ignition.

Safety Precautions

Before operating the Craftsman 358 chainsaw, it's crucial to observe specific safety measures to

prevent accidents and injuries. Here are some key safety precautions to keep in mind:



Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

Always wear appropriate PPE, including:

- Safety goggles: To protect eyes from flying debris.

- Hearing protection: Chainsaws can be loud, so earplugs or earmuffs are advisable.

- Gloves: To protect hands while handling the chainsaw.

- Chainsaw chaps: Designed to protect legs from accidental cuts.

- Sturdy footwear: Steel-toed boots are recommended for foot protection.

Operational Safety Tips

- Always read the user manual thoroughly before operation.

- Ensure that the chainsaw is in good working condition before use.

- Keep bystanders and pets at a safe distance (at least 10 feet) while operating.

- Avoid operating the chainsaw in wet or slippery conditions.

- Never use the chainsaw when you are fatigued or under the influence of drugs or alcohol.

Components of the Craftsman 358 Chainsaw

Understanding the various components of the Craftsman 358 chainsaw will help users operate and

maintain it effectively. Key components include:

Engine and Fuel System

- Engine: The heart of the chainsaw, typically a two-stroke engine that requires a mixture of gasoline

and oil.



- Fuel Tank: Holds the fuel-oil mixture; should be filled according to the manufacturer's guidelines.

- Air Filter: A clean air filter ensures proper engine performance. Regular cleaning or replacement is

necessary.

Cutting Mechanism

- Guide Bar: The long metal bar that the chain wraps around; available in different lengths.

- Chain: The cutting component; should be kept sharp for effective cutting.

- Chain Tensioner: Allows users to adjust the chain's tension for optimal performance.

Safety Features

- Chain Brake: A critical safety feature that stops the chain immediately in case of kickback.

- Throttle Lock: Prevents accidental throttle engagement for increased safety during operation.

Starting the Craftsman 358 Chainsaw

Starting the Craftsman 358 chainsaw requires specific steps to ensure proper ignition. Follow this

procedure for starting:

1. Preparation:

- Ensure the chainsaw is on a flat, stable surface.

- Check that the chain brake is engaged.

2. Fueling:

- Mix high-quality gasoline with two-cycle engine oil according to the manufacturer's instructions.

- Fill the fuel tank, ensuring not to overfill.



3. Choke:

- Set the choke lever to the closed position.

4. Priming:

- Press the primer bulb (if equipped) several times to draw fuel into the carburetor.

5. Starting:

- Hold the chainsaw firmly on the ground with your left hand.

- Pull the starter rope firmly until the engine fires, then push the choke to the open position.

6. Warm-Up:

- Allow the engine to idle for a few moments before engaging the chain.

Operating the Chainsaw

Once the chainsaw is started, it's important to operate it correctly for maximum efficiency and safety.

Here are some best practices for operating the Craftsman 358 chainsaw:

Cutting Techniques

- Felling Trees: Use the notch-cut method, which involves:

- Making a notch cut on the side of the tree facing the direction you want it to fall.

- Making a back cut on the opposite side, slightly above the bottom of the notch.

- Limbing: Remove branches from a fallen tree by cutting them off the trunk. Always stand on the

opposite side of the branch you are cutting to avoid kickback.

- Buckling: Cut logs into manageable lengths using a series of crosscuts. Ensure that the log is secure

and stable before cutting.



Chain Maintenance

Maintaining the chain is essential for efficient cutting and safety. Key maintenance tasks include:

- Sharpening the Chain: A dull chain requires more effort and can lead to accidents. Use a chainsaw

file or a sharpening tool.

- Adjusting Chain Tension: Ensure the chain is tight but can still be pulled by hand. Adjust using the

tensioner as needed.

- Lubricating the Chain: Regularly check the oil reservoir and ensure the automatic oiler is functioning

correctly.

Maintenance and Care

Proper maintenance is vital to prolong the life of the Craftsman 358 chainsaw. Regular care should

include:

- Cleaning: After each use, clean the chainsaw to remove sawdust and debris. Pay special attention to

the air filter and cooling fins.

- Storage: Store the chainsaw in a dry place, away from direct sunlight. Empty the fuel tank if storing

for an extended period.

- Inspection: Regularly inspect the chainsaw for wear and damage, especially the chain and guide bar.

Common Troubleshooting Issues

Even with proper care, users may encounter issues with their Craftsman 358 chainsaw. Here are some

common problems and their solutions:



Starting Issues

- Check Fuel: Ensure the fuel mixture is correct and that there is enough fuel in the tank.

- Inspect the Spark Plug: A dirty or worn spark plug may prevent starting; clean or replace if

necessary.

Chain Stopping or Slipping

- Check Chain Tension: Ensure the chain is properly tensioned. If it’s too loose, adjust it accordingly.

- Inspect the Chain: Look for any damage or dullness; sharpen or replace if needed.

Excessive Vibration

- Check for Loose Parts: Tighten any loose screws or bolts.

- Inspect the Guide Bar: Ensure it is not worn out or damaged, as this can cause instability during

cutting.

Conclusion

Understanding the Craftsman 358 chainsaw manual is crucial for anyone looking to operate this

powerful tool safely and effectively. By adhering to safety precautions, familiarizing oneself with the

components, and following proper operational and maintenance procedures, users can ensure that

their chainsaw remains a reliable ally for all their cutting needs. Always remember that safety is

paramount, and regular maintenance will extend the life of the chainsaw, making it a fruitful investment

for years to come.



Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the Craftsman 358 chainsaw manual online?

You can find the Craftsman 358 chainsaw manual on the official Craftsman website, authorized

retailers, or through various DIY and tool repair forums.

What are the key safety instructions in the Craftsman 358 chainsaw

manual?

Key safety instructions include wearing protective gear, ensuring the chainsaw is properly maintained,

and following safe operating procedures to prevent accidents.

How do I troubleshoot common issues with the Craftsman 358

chainsaw according to the manual?

Common troubleshooting steps include checking the fuel mixture, inspecting the spark plug, ensuring

the chain is properly tensioned, and cleaning the air filter.

Does the Craftsman 358 chainsaw manual provide maintenance tips?

Yes, the manual includes maintenance tips such as regular chain sharpening, cleaning the air filter,

and inspecting the bar and chain for wear.

What type of fuel should I use for the Craftsman 358 chainsaw?

The Craftsman 358 chainsaw typically requires a 50:1 gasoline to oil mixture, so make sure to use the

correct two-stroke oil as specified in the manual.

Can I download the Craftsman 358 chainsaw manual in PDF format?

Yes, the manual is often available for download in PDF format on the Craftsman website or through



various online tools and repair resources.

What size chain does the Craftsman 358 chainsaw use?

The Craftsman 358 chainsaw typically uses a 0.325-inch pitch chain, but you should verify the specific

size in the manual to ensure compatibility.

How do I properly start the Craftsman 358 chainsaw as per the

manual?

To start the Craftsman 358 chainsaw, follow the manual's instructions: engage the chain brake, prime

the bulb, set the choke, and pull the starter rope until it fires.

Is there a troubleshooting section in the Craftsman 358 chainsaw

manual?

Yes, there is a troubleshooting section that addresses common problems such as the chainsaw not

starting, poor performance, or excessive vibration.
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