
david wilkerson and nicky cruz
david wilkerson and nicky cruz are two of the most influential figures in
modern Christian evangelism, known for their remarkable story of
transformation and dedication to outreach among troubled youth. Their lives
intersected in a powerful narrative of redemption that has inspired millions
worldwide. David Wilkerson, a passionate pastor and evangelist, reached out
to gang members in New York City, including Nicky Cruz, who was then a
notorious gang leader. This encounter led to profound changes not only in
Cruz's life but also in the broader movement of urban ministry. This article
delves into the backgrounds of both men, their historic meeting, and the
lasting impact of their ministry work. It also explores the legacy they
created through their writings, teachings, and ongoing influence in Christian
communities.
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Backgrounds of David Wilkerson and Nicky Cruz

David Wilkerson’s Early Life and Calling
David Wilkerson was born in 1931 and raised in a Christian home in
Pennsylvania. From a young age, he felt a deep calling to serve God and help
those in desperate situations. After becoming a pastor, Wilkerson developed a
passion for reaching out to marginalized communities, particularly urban
youth involved in gangs and crime. His faith and commitment would eventually
lead him to New York City, where his mission took on a life-changing
dimension.

Nicky Cruz’s Childhood and Gang Involvement
Nicky Cruz grew up in a challenging environment marked by poverty, abuse, and
neglect. By his teenage years, he had become entrenched in gang culture,
eventually rising to a leadership position in the notorious Mau Maus gang in



New York City. Cruz’s life was characterized by violence and rebellion,
reflecting the harsh realities faced by many inner-city youths during that
era. His story is one of transformation from a feared gang leader to a
devoted Christian evangelist.

The Historic Encounter and Transformation

David Wilkerson’s Mission to the Mau Maus
In 1958, David Wilkerson received a vision compelling him to minister to gang
members in New York City. Despite having no prior experience with gangs,
Wilkerson traveled to the city and sought out the Mau Maus, a gang infamous
for its brutality. His bold approach and genuine compassion caught the
attention of the gang members, including Nicky Cruz. This encounter marked
the beginning of a profound spiritual awakening.

Nicky Cruz’s Conversion Experience
The pivotal moment in the story of david wilkerson and nicky cruz occurred
when Cruz experienced a personal conversion after hearing Wilkerson’s
message. Moved by the pastor's courage and faith, Cruz renounced his gang
lifestyle and embraced Christianity. This transformation was not only
spiritual but also behavioral, as Cruz began to dedicate his life to
spreading the message of hope and redemption to others caught in similar
circumstances.

Wilkerson’s faith-driven outreach approach

Cruz’s initial skepticism and eventual acceptance

The role of prayer and community support in transformation

The challenges faced during Cruz’s transition from gang life

Ministry and Outreach Efforts

Establishment of Teen Challenge and Times Square



Church
Following their transformative encounter, david wilkerson and nicky cruz
worked together to expand their ministry efforts. Wilkerson founded Teen
Challenge, an organization dedicated to helping young people overcome
addiction and life-controlling problems through faith-based rehabilitation.
Additionally, Wilkerson established Times Square Church in New York City,
which became a hub for spiritual renewal and urban outreach.

Nicky Cruz’s Evangelistic Work
After his conversion, Nicky Cruz became an evangelist, traveling extensively
to share his testimony and minister to troubled youth worldwide. His
firsthand experience with gang life lent credibility and power to his
message. Cruz’s ministry efforts have included speaking engagements,
mentoring programs, and involvement in various Christian outreach
initiatives, emphasizing the possibility of radical life change through
faith.

Literary Contributions and Media Impact

The Cross and the Switchblade
One of the most significant contributions of david wilkerson and nicky cruz
to Christian literature is the book The Cross and the Switchblade. Written by
Wilkerson and published in 1963, the book chronicles their story and the
power of faith to overcome violence and despair. This bestseller brought
widespread attention to their ministry and inspired countless readers to
engage in similar outreach efforts.

Film Adaptations and Continued Storytelling
The story of david wilkerson and nicky cruz was adapted into a feature film
in 1970, further amplifying their message to a broader audience. The film
helped to visualize the dramatic conversion and ongoing work of both men,
contributing to the cultural impact of their ministry. In addition to the
original book and film, both Wilkerson and Cruz authored numerous other
works, sharing insights on faith, redemption, and Christian living.

Legacy and Continuing Influence



Impact on Urban Ministry and Evangelism
The partnership between david wilkerson and nicky cruz set a precedent for
urban ministry and outreach to marginalized populations. Their work
demonstrated the effectiveness of faith-based interventions in addressing
social issues such as gang violence and addiction. Many ministries today draw
inspiration from their approach, emphasizing personal transformation and
community engagement.

Ongoing Ministries and Influence
Though David Wilkerson passed away in 2011, his legacy endures through
organizations like Teen Challenge and Times Square Church. Nicky Cruz
continues to share his testimony and mentor others, maintaining an active
role in Christian evangelism. Their combined influence extends globally,
encouraging new generations to pursue lives marked by hope, faith, and
service.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was David Wilkerson?
David Wilkerson was an American Christian evangelist, best known for his work
with troubled youth and for founding the addiction recovery ministry Teen
Challenge.

Who is Nicky Cruz?
Nicky Cruz is a former gang leader who became a Christian evangelist after
being converted through the ministry of David Wilkerson.

How did David Wilkerson and Nicky Cruz meet?
David Wilkerson met Nicky Cruz in New York City when he reached out to the
violent gangs in the 1950s to offer them hope and help through Christianity.

What is the significance of David Wilkerson and
Nicky Cruz's story?
Their story is significant as it showcases the transformative power of faith,
turning a notorious gang leader into a Christian evangelist and symbolizing
hope for redemption.



Did David Wilkerson write any books about Nicky
Cruz?
Yes, David Wilkerson wrote the book 'The Cross and the Switchblade,' which
details his experiences with Nicky Cruz and other gang members in New York
City.

What is 'The Cross and the Switchblade'?
'The Cross and the Switchblade' is a bestselling book by David Wilkerson that
tells the true story of his ministry to gang members and the conversion of
Nicky Cruz.

How did Nicky Cruz's life change after meeting David
Wilkerson?
After meeting David Wilkerson, Nicky Cruz left gang life behind, embraced
Christianity, and became an evangelist preaching to youth and former gang
members.

Are David Wilkerson and Nicky Cruz still active in
ministry?
David Wilkerson passed away in 2011, but Nicky Cruz continues to be active in
Christian ministry and speaking engagements.

What impact did David Wilkerson and Nicky Cruz have
on gang culture?
Their story inspired many to believe in the possibility of change and
redemption, contributing to outreach programs and ministries aimed at helping
gang members leave behind violence.

Has the story of David Wilkerson and Nicky Cruz been
adapted into other media?
Yes, their story was adapted into a 1970 film titled 'The Cross and the
Switchblade,' which dramatizes their experiences and the impact of their
ministry.

Additional Resources
1. The Cross and the Switchblade by David Wilkerson
This classic book tells the true story of David Wilkerson, a small-town
preacher who felt called to minister to troubled youth in New York City. It
chronicles his encounters with gang members, including Nicky Cruz, and the



transformative power of faith. The narrative offers a compelling look at
redemption and the challenges of urban ministry.

2. The Devil Has No Mother by Nicky Cruz
In this autobiography, Nicky Cruz shares his tumultuous early life, from his
days as a violent gang leader to his dramatic conversion through the
influence of David Wilkerson. The book provides a raw and honest perspective
on the struggles of escaping a life of crime and finding new purpose through
faith.

3. Run Baby Run by Nicky Cruz
This memoir continues Cruz’s story after his conversion, detailing his
efforts to reach out to gang members and troubled youth. It highlights the
ongoing battle between his past and his commitment to spreading hope. The
book serves as an inspiring testament to transformation and perseverance.

4. David Wilkerson: The Man Who Risked His Life for the Streets by William M.
D. Branch
A detailed biography that explores the life and ministry of David Wilkerson,
focusing on his groundbreaking work with inner-city gangs. The book provides
insights into his personal faith journey and the impact of his ministry on
countless lives. It also covers his global outreach and prophetic messages.

5. Changed Lives: The Story of David Wilkerson and Nicky Cruz by James L.
Snyder
This book examines the intertwined stories of Wilkerson and Cruz, emphasizing
their partnership in ministry. It delves into their backgrounds, their
meeting, and how their collaboration transformed the landscape of urban
evangelism. Readers gain a deeper understanding of the power of faith-driven
friendship and mentorship.

6. Gang Leader for Christ by Nicky Cruz
Nicky Cruz shares his ongoing mission to bring hope and change to gang
members worldwide. The book includes testimonies from those impacted by his
ministry and practical advice for overcoming adversity. It reflects on the
continuous challenges and rewards of living a life dedicated to Christ.

7. The Cross and the Switchblade Study Guide
Designed for group study or personal reflection, this guide complements the
original book by David Wilkerson. It offers questions, insights, and
activities to deepen understanding of the themes of redemption, faith, and
outreach. The guide helps readers apply the lessons from Wilkerson’s story to
their own lives.

8. Out of the Shadows: The Nicky Cruz Story
This narrative explores Nicky Cruz’s life after his initial conversion,
focusing on his struggles and triumphs in spreading the gospel. It highlights
his efforts to break cycles of violence and despair in communities affected
by gangs. The book is both inspirational and motivational for those seeking
change.



9. The Power of Forgiveness: Lessons from David Wilkerson and Nicky Cruz
This book draws on the experiences of both men to explore the transformative
power of forgiveness and grace. It discusses how forgiveness played a crucial
role in their personal journeys and ministries. Through their stories,
readers are encouraged to embrace forgiveness in their own lives for healing
and renewal.
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