
cultivation system ap world history

Cultivation system ap world history refers to various agricultural practices and systems that have
developed throughout human history, shaping economies, societies, and cultures worldwide. Understanding
these systems is crucial for AP World History students as they reflect the relationship between humans and
their environment, the development of trade networks, and the social hierarchies that emerge from agricultural
production. This article will explore different cultivation systems, their historical contexts, and their impact
on societies across the globe.

Definition and Importance of Cultivation Systems

Cultivation systems encompass the methods and practices used by societies to grow crops and raise livestock.
These systems have evolved over time, influenced by environmental conditions, technological advancements, and
cultural practices. The study of these systems is vital for several reasons:

- Economic Foundations: Agriculture has historically been the backbone of economies, providing sustenance and
facilitating trade.
- Social Structures: Different cultivation practices have led to varied social hierarchies and labor divisions.
- Cultural Identity: Agricultural practices are often tied to cultural identities and rituals, influencing
community life.

Major Cultivation Systems Throughout History

Numerous cultivation systems have emerged across different regions and eras. Here, we will focus on a few key
systems that have significantly influenced world history.

1. Subsistence Farming

Subsistence farming is a practice where farmers grow food primarily for their own consumption rather than for
sale. This system is characterized by:

- Low Input: Farmers typically use minimal technology and inputs.
- Diversity of Crops: A wide variety of crops are often grown to ensure food security.
- Community Focus: There is usually a strong reliance on local resources and community labor.

Historically, subsistence farming was the dominant form of agriculture before the advent of commercial
farming, particularly in pre-industrial societies. It allowed communities to become self-sufficient, laying the
groundwork for later economic systems.

2. Commercial Agriculture

Commercial agriculture emerged with the rise of market economies and globalization. This system focuses on
producing crops for sale rather than personal consumption. Key characteristics include:

- Specialization: Farmers often specialize in a single crop or type of livestock.
- Use of Technology: Mechanization and advanced agricultural techniques are common.
- Global Trade: Products are often exported, linking local economies to global markets.

The transition from subsistence to commercial agriculture has led to increased agricultural productivity but



has also posed challenges such as environmental degradation and loss of biodiversity.

3. Plantation Agriculture

Plantation agriculture is a large-scale farming system that focuses on the production of cash crops, such as
sugar, tobacco, and cotton. It developed in the colonial eras of the Americas, Africa, and Asia. Key features
include:

- Labor-Intensive: Plantation agriculture relies heavily on labor, often involving enslaved or indentured
workers.
- Monoculture: Plantations usually focus on a single crop, which can lead to soil depletion.
- Export Orientation: Products are primarily intended for international markets.

The plantation system significantly impacted the economies of colonized regions and contributed to the
transatlantic slave trade.

4. Mixed Farming

Mixed farming is a system that combines crop cultivation with livestock raising. This approach has several
benefits:

- Resource Efficiency: Livestock can provide manure, which enhances soil fertility for crops.
- Risk Management: Diversifying production can help mitigate risks associated with crop failure.
- Sustainability: This system can promote more sustainable land use practices.

Mixed farming has been prevalent in many regions, adapting to local needs and environmental conditions.

Regional Variations in Cultivation Systems

Cultivation systems vary significantly by region, influenced by climate, geography, and cultural practices.
Here are some notable examples:

1. East Asia: Rice Cultivation

In East Asia, particularly in countries like China and Japan, rice cultivation has shaped agricultural practices.
Key features include:

- Terracing: In mountainous regions, rice paddies are often terraced to maximize arable land.
- Irrigation: Extensive irrigation systems are developed to manage water supply.
- Cultural Significance: Rice is deeply integrated into cultural traditions and diets.

2. Sub-Saharan Africa: Shifting Cultivation

Shifting cultivation, also known as slash-and-burn agriculture, is prevalent in sub-Saharan Africa.
Characteristics include:

- Mobility: Farmers clear a plot of land, cultivate it for a few years, and then move to a new area.
- Biodiversity: This method promotes a diverse range of crops and helps maintain ecological balance.



- Cultural Practices: Often tied to traditional beliefs and community practices.

3. The Mediterranean: Olive and Grape Cultivation

The Mediterranean region is renowned for its cultivation of olives and grapes. Important aspects include:

- Climate Adaptation: The hot, dry climate is well-suited for these crops.
- Cultural Heritage: Olive oil and wine production are integral to Mediterranean diets and economies.
- Sustainable Practices: Traditional methods often emphasize sustainability and local biodiversity.

Impact of Cultivation Systems on Societies

The various cultivation systems have profound impacts on societies:

1. Economic Development

Cultivation systems directly influence economic structures. For instance, the shift to commercial agriculture
in the 19th and 20th centuries led to the development of rural economies and urbanization, as people moved to
cities for work in processing and trade.

2. Social Hierarchies

Different agricultural practices contribute to social stratification. For example, plantation agriculture
created a class of wealthy landowners and a labor force of enslaved individuals, leading to systemic
inequalities that persist today.

3. Environmental Consequences

Cultivation systems also have environmental impacts. Intensive agricultural practices can lead to soil
degradation, water scarcity, and loss of biodiversity. Sustainable practices are increasingly being adopted to
mitigate these effects.

Conclusion

In summary, the study of cultivation systems in AP World History reveals the intricate relationship between
agriculture, society, and the environment. From subsistence farming to commercial agriculture, each system
reflects the adaptation of humans to their surroundings while influencing economic and social structures.
Understanding these systems not only enhances our knowledge of history but also informs current discussions
about sustainability and food security. As students explore these concepts, they gain insight into the dynamic
interplay of culture, economy, and agriculture throughout human history.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the main types of cultivation systems studied in AP World
History?

The main types of cultivation systems include subsistence agriculture, intensive agriculture, plantation
agriculture, and pastoralism, each characterized by different methods of food production and land use.

How did the introduction of cash crops affect cultivation systems in
colonial regions?

The introduction of cash crops, such as sugar and tobacco, transformed cultivation systems by prioritizing
export-oriented production, often leading to the exploitation of enslaved labor and altering local economies.

What role did irrigation play in the development of ancient cultivation
systems?

Irrigation was crucial for the development of ancient cultivation systems as it allowed for the expansion of
arable land, increased crop yields, and supported larger populations in civilizations such as Mesopotamia and
the Indus Valley.

How did the Columbian Exchange impact global cultivation systems?

The Columbian Exchange introduced new crops and livestock to different continents, significantly altering
local diets and agricultural practices, leading to increased food production and population growth in
various regions.

What is the significance of the Green Revolution in the context of
cultivation systems?

The Green Revolution refers to a period of agricultural transformation in the mid-20th century that
introduced high-yield crop varieties and modern farming techniques, drastically increasing food production in
developing countries.

In what ways did the Industrial Revolution change traditional cultivation
systems?

The Industrial Revolution led to mechanization in agriculture, the use of chemical fertilizers, and changes in
land ownership patterns, which increased productivity but often marginalized small-scale farmers and
traditional practices.

What are the environmental impacts of modern cultivation systems?

Modern cultivation systems have led to deforestation, soil degradation, loss of biodiversity, and water
scarcity due to intensive farming practices and the overuse of chemical inputs, raising concerns about
sustainability.
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