dallas cowboys number 4 history

Dallas Cowboys number 4 history is a rich tapestry woven with memorable
plays, iconic moments, and the legendary athletes who wore the number. The
Dallas Cowboys, one of the most storied franchises in the National Football
League (NFL), have seen several players don the number 4 jersey throughout
their history. This article delves into the significance of this number,
highlights the notable players, and explores the impact they had on the team
and the league.

The Significance of Number 4 in Dallas Cowboys History

The number 4 has been associated with key moments in Dallas Cowboys history.
Its significance is not just in the players who wore it but also in the
legacy they left behind. The number is often linked to leadership,
resilience, and pivotal gameplay.

Players Who Wore Number 4

1. Don Meredith (1960-1968)

One of the original Cowboys, Don Meredith, played as a quarterback and was
the first player to wear the number 4 for the franchise. His charisma and
skill on the field helped to establish the Cowboys as a competitive team in
the early years of the franchise.

2. Danny White (1976-1988)

Following in Meredith's footsteps, Danny White took over the number 4 jersey.
He served as both a punter and a quarterback, leading the team to several
playoff appearances and becoming a fan favorite.

3. Tony Romo (2003-2016)

The most notable player to wear number 4 in recent history is Tony Romo.
Serving as the starting quarterback for over a decade, Romo became a
franchise icon. His ability to perform in high-pressure situations and his
impressive statistical achievements solidified his place in Cowboys lore.

Key Contributions of Each Player

Don Meredith

- Leadership: Meredith was known for his leadership qualities, both on and
off the field. He was instrumental in building the Cowboys' early identity.
- Pro Bowl Selections: He was a three-time Pro Bowler and led the team to
their first playoff appearance in 1966.

- Cultural Impact: Meredith's career helped to popularize the Cowboys,
earning them the nickname "America's Team."

Danny White

- Dual Threat: White was versatile, excelling as both a quarterback and



punter. His dual-threat capability added depth to the Cowboys' roster.

- Playoff Success: He led the Cowboys to three consecutive NFC Championship
Games from 1980 to 1982.

- Leadership Role: White took over the leadership role after the legendary
Roger Staubach retired, guiding the team through a transitional phase.

Tony Romo

- Franchise Records: Romo holds numerous franchise records, including passing
yards, touchdown passes, and completions.

- Playoff Appearances: Under his leadership, the Cowboys made several playoff
appearances, although they faced challenges in advancing past the first
round.

- Popular Culture: Romo transcended sports, becoming a prominent figure in
popular culture and earning respect for his analysis and commentary after
retiring from professional football.

The Evolution of Number 4 in the Cowboys' Legacy
The Transition from Meredith to Romo

The transition from Don Meredith to Tony Romo reflects the evolution of the
Cowboys' quarterback position. Each player brought their unique style and
approach to the game while maintaining the number's significance.

- Changing Playing Style: Meredith's leadership and tenacity were mirrored by
Romo's improvisational style and ability to extend plays.

- Adaptation to Modern Football: While Meredith played in a more traditional
era of football, Romo's tenure saw the game evolve into a more pass-heavy,
dynamic offense.

Memorable Moments in Number 4 History

The history of the number 4 jersey is marked by unforgettable moments that
resonate with fans:

1. Meredith's Comeback Wins: Don Meredith orchestrated numerous comeback
victories, showcasing his ability to perform under pressure.

2. White's NFC Championship Runs: Danny White’s playoff performances were
pivotal, including leading the Cowboys to the Super Bowl in 1980, although
they fell short.

3. Romo's Game-Winning Drives: Tony Romo's ability to execute game-winning
drives, including his memorable comeback against the Buffalo Bills in 2015,
cemented his legacy.

Fans' Connection to Number 4
Emotional Resonance

The emotional connection fans have with the number 4 jersey is profound. Each
player who has worn it has left an indelible mark on the franchise and its



supporters.

- Nostalgia: For many fans, the memories of games played by Meredith, White,
and Romo evoke nostalgia and pride in the Cowboys' history.

- Community and Identity: The number 4 has become synonymous with the
Cowboys' identity, representing a legacy that fans rally around.

Merchandise and Popularity

The popularity of the number 4 jersey has been reflected in merchandise
sales:

- Jersey Sales: The number 4 jersey remains one of the top-selling jerseys

among Cowboys fans, showcasing the lasting impact of its wearers.

- Cultural Events: Fans often gather for watch parties and events, proudly

displaying their number 4 jerseys as a tribute to the players who have worn
it.

The Future of Number 4

As the Dallas Cowboys continue to evolve in the NFL, the future of the number
4 jersey remains uncertain. The legacy built by past players is a significant
factor in the number's future:

- Potential New Talent: As new quarterbacks emerge, the question remains: who
will be the next to wear number 4, and how will they add to its rich history?
- Retirement of the Number: Given the achievements of Romo, there are
discussions among fans and analysts about retiring the number 4, ensuring
that its legacy is preserved.

Conclusion

The Dallas Cowboys number 4 history is a narrative filled with remarkable
players, unforgettable moments, and a deep emotional connection with fans.
From the pioneering days of Don Meredith to the dynamic plays of Tony Romo,
each player has contributed to the legacy of this number within the
franchise. As the Cowboys continue to compete in the NFL, the stories and
memories associated with number 4 will undoubtedly endure, inspiring future
generations of players and fans alike. The journey of number 4 illustrates
the essence of what it means to be a Dallas Cowboy, a history that is rich,
vibrant, and forever cherished.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first player to wear number 4 for the
Dallas Cowboys?

The first player to wear number 4 for the Dallas Cowboys was quarterback Don



Meredith, who played for the team from 1960 to 1968.

What significant achievements did Don Meredith
accomplish while wearing number 47?

Don Meredith led the Cowboys to three consecutive NFL Championship games and
was a three-time Pro Bowl selection during his time with the team.

Which quarterback is most famously associated with
number 4 in Dallas Cowboys history?

Tony Romo is the most famously associated player with number 4, having worn
it from 2003 to 2016 and becoming the franchise's all-time passing leader.

What are some of Tony Romo's notable records while
wearing number 47

While wearing number 4, Tony Romo set several franchise records, including
career touchdown passes and passing yards, achieving over 34,000 yards and
248 touchdown passes.

When did Dak Prescott start wearing number 4 for the
Dallas Cowboys?

Dak Prescott started wearing number 4 for the Dallas Cowboys in 2016 when he
was drafted by the team.

What impact has Dak Prescott had on the legacy of
number 4 for the Cowboys?

Dak Prescott has significantly impacted the legacy of number 4 by leading the
team to multiple playoff appearances and earning Pro Bowl selections, further
solidifying the number's importance.

How does Dak Prescott's statistics compare to his
predecessors wearing number 47?

Dak Prescott's statistics compare favorably, as he has consistently ranked
among the top quarterbacks in the league in passing yards, touchdowns, and
quarterback rating since becoming a starter.

Has any other player made a significant impact
wearing number 4 for the Cowboys?

Before Romo and Prescott, there were a few notable players who wore number 4,
including quarterback Craig Morton, who contributed to the team's early



success in the 1970s.

Is number 4 retired for the Dallas Cowboys?

No, number 4 is not retired by the Dallas Cowboys, but it is highly respected
due to the contributions of Don Meredith, Tony Romo, and Dak Prescott.
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