dark they were and golden eyed story

Dark They Were and Golden Eyed is a poignant science fiction short story by Ray Bradbury, first
published in 1950. It encapsulates themes of transformation, the effects of colonization, and the
inherent struggle of humanity against the unknown. Set on Mars, the narrative follows a family as
they grapple with their identity and the profound changes wrought by their new environment.
Through vivid imagery and evocative language, Bradbury explores the interplay between physical
and psychological transformation, reflecting on the impact of place on human nature. This article
delves into the primary themes, characters, and the overarching significance of the story.

Summary of the Story

Dark They Were and Golden Eyed tells the story of the Bittering family, who are among the first
settlers on Mars. The family consists of Harry Bittering, his wife, and their children. As they
acclimate to their new Martian surroundings, they begin to notice subtle changes in themselves and
their environment. Initially excited about their new life, the Bitterings soon face a series of
unsettling transformations that test their sense of identity and belonging.

Plot Overview

1. Arrival on Mars: The Bitterings arrive on Mars, excited about their new home and the
opportunities it presents. They hope to escape the troubles of Earth, which is suffering from the
aftermath of a nuclear war.

2. Initial Settlement: As they settle into their new life, they begin to build a home and cultivate the
land. Their early experiences are filled with optimism, as they envision a bright future on the red
planet.

3. First Signs of Change: Gradually, the Bitterings start to notice changes in their appearance and
behavior. Their skin begins to take on a golden hue, and they experience a sense of detachment from
their former lives on Earth.

4. Isolation and Fear: As the transformations become more pronounced, fear sets in. Harry becomes
increasingly paranoid about losing his humanity and struggles to maintain his connection to Earth.

5. Acceptance of Transformation: In the end, the Bitterings come to accept their new identities as

Martians. The story concludes with a sense of resignation, as they embrace their new lives, fully
transformed and disconnected from their previous existence.

Thematic Exploration

Bradbury's story is rich with themes that invite deep reflection on the nature of human existence,
identity, and the consequences of colonization.



Identity and Transformation

The most prominent theme in "Dark They Were and Golden Eyed" is the transformation of identity.
The Bitterings' gradual physical and psychological changes symbolize the complex relationship
between humans and their environment. As they adapt to the Martian landscape, they begin to lose
their connection to Earth:

- Physical Changes: The golden eyes and altered skin color reflect their adaptation to Mars,
suggesting that the environment has a direct impact on human biology.

- Psychological Changes: The fear of losing their former selves is palpable in Harry Bittering's
character. His struggle represents a universal fear of change and the loss of identity.

Colonization and Alienation

The story also explores themes of colonization and the alienation that often accompanies it. The
Bitterings, as settlers, represent the human tendency to seek new frontiers. However, their
experience on Mars highlights the complexities of colonization:

- Disconnection from Earth: As they immerse themselves in their new life, they become increasingly
disconnected from their past. Their inability to communicate with Earth reflects the loneliness
inherent in colonization.

- Cultural Transformation: The Bitterings' transformation into Martians serves as a metaphor for the
loss of cultural identity that often accompanies colonization. They become part of the landscape, yet
they also lose their own cultural heritage.

Fear of the Unknown

Another critical theme in the story is the fear of the unknown. As the Bitterings confront their new
reality, they grapple with uncertainty:

- Paranoia and Anxiety: Harry's growing paranoia mirrors the human fear of change and the
unknown. His reluctance to accept the inevitable transformation showcases the struggle against the
forces of nature and destiny.

- Acceptance of Fate: Ultimately, the family learns to accept their fate. This acceptance can be seen
as a commentary on the human ability to adapt, even in the face of profound change.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Dark They Were and Golden Eyed" are integral to the story's exploration of
identity and transformation.



Harry Bittering

Harry Bittering is the central character, representing the internal struggle against change. As the
family's patriarch, his fears and anxieties drive the narrative:

- Conflict: Harry's conflict lies in his desire to preserve his identity while simultaneously adapting to
the new environment. His resistance to change creates tension within the family.

- Symbol of Humanity: He embodies humanity's struggle against the unknown and the fear of losing
oneself in the face of transformation.

The Bittering Family

The other members of the Bittering family represent different facets of adaptation and acceptance:

- Mrs. Bittering: She embodies a more accepting attitude toward their transformation, reflecting the
idea that some individuals embrace change more readily than others.

- The Children: The children symbolize innocence and the natural tendency to adapt without the
burden of nostalgia for the past. Their transformation is less fraught with anxiety, highlighting the
generational differences in coping with change.

Symbolism

Bradbury's story is rich with symbolism that enhances its themes and emotional depth.

The Martian Landscape

Mars itself serves as a symbol of both opportunity and danger. The barren yet beautiful landscape
reflects the dual nature of exploration:

- Opportunity for New Beginnings: The Martian environment represents a fresh start, where the
Bitterings can escape their troubled past.

- Danger of Transformation: Conversely, the alien landscape also signifies the risks of losing one's
identity and humanity.

Golden Eyes

The golden eyes of the Bitterings are a powerful symbol of their transformation:

- Change in Perception: The change in eye color signifies a new way of seeing the world, one that is
more attuned to the Martian environment.

- Loss of Humanity: The golden eyes also symbolize the loss of their former selves, as they become
more Martian than human.



Conclusion

"Dark They Were and Golden Eyed" is a thought-provoking exploration of identity, transformation,
and the complexities of colonization. Through the experiences of the Bittering family, Bradbury
invites readers to reflect on the nature of change and the ways in which environment shapes human
existence. The story serves as a cautionary tale about the consequences of seeking new frontiers
without fully understanding the implications of such a journey. Ultimately, it is a meditation on the
resilience of the human spirit and the capacity for adaptation in the face of the unknown. As readers
engage with the narrative, they are left to ponder their own identities and the transformations that
define the human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Dark They Were, and Golden
Eyed'?

The central theme of the story is transformation and the impact of environment on identity,
exploring how the Martian landscape changes the humans who settle there.

Who is the author of 'Dark They Were, and Golden Eyed'?

The story is written by Ray Bradbury, a renowned American author known for his works in science
fiction and fantasy.

In which collection can 'Dark They Were, and Golden Eyed' be
found?

The story is included in Ray Bradbury's collection titled "The Illustrated Man', published in 1951.

What happens to the characters as they adapt to life on Mars?

As the characters adapt to life on Mars, they undergo physical and psychological changes, ultimately
losing their human identities and becoming more like the Martians.

What is the significance of the title 'Dark They Were, and
Golden Eyed'?

The title reflects the transformation of the settlers, who become darker and develop golden eyes,
symbolizing their loss of humanity and complete adaptation to the Martian environment.

What role does the setting play in 'Dark They Were, and
Golden Eyed'?

The setting on Mars serves as a catalyst for change, highlighting the themes of colonization and the



alienation of humans from their original selves.

How does Bradbury use imagery in 'Dark They Were, and
Golden Eyed'?

Bradbury employs vivid imagery to create a sense of the alien landscape and the transformation of
the characters, evoking both beauty and horror.

What does the story suggest about the concept of home?

The story suggests that home is not just a physical place but also a state of being, and that the
characters' connection to Earth diminishes as they become more Martian.

How does 'Dark They Were, and Golden Eyed' reflect societal
fears of the time it was written?

The story reflects post-war anxieties about identity, change, and the consequences of colonization,
echoing fears of losing individuality in the face of overwhelming change.
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