
cyberpunk 2020 character creation
guide

cyberpunk 2020 character creation guide provides an essential framework for
building immersive and effective characters in the Cyberpunk 2020 role-
playing game. This guide covers the fundamental steps required to create a
character that fits the dark, high-tech world of Cyberpunk. From selecting
roles and attributes to allocating skills and choosing cyberware
enhancements, each element contributes to shaping a unique persona ready to
navigate the dystopian landscape. Understanding the character creation
process ensures players can optimize their builds and fully engage with the
game’s narrative and mechanics. This article will walk through the key
components of character creation, including role selection, attribute
assignment, skill distribution, and equipment choices, offering detailed
explanations to enhance player strategy. Whether new to Cyberpunk 2020 or
refining character development skills, this guide is a valuable resource for
creating compelling characters. The following table of contents outlines the
main areas covered in this comprehensive overview.
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Understanding Roles in Cyberpunk 2020

The first step in the cyberpunk 2020 character creation guide is selecting a
role, which defines the character’s primary function, skills, and narrative
archetype within the game. Roles determine the starting skill sets and
provide a thematic foundation that aligns with the Cyberpunk universe’s
diverse professions. Common roles include Solo, Netrunner, Techie, Nomad, and
Fixer, each with unique abilities and advantages.

Common Roles and Their Functions

Each role serves a distinct purpose in gameplay and story development. For
example, the Solo is a combat specialist adept at handling weapons and
physical confrontations, while the Netrunner excels in hacking and cybernetic
infiltration. The Techie focuses on repairing and modifying technology, the
Nomad is a wanderer skilled in survival and vehicular operations, and the
Fixer acts as a dealmaker and information broker. Choosing the right role
impacts how a player approaches challenges and interacts with the game world.



Role-Based Skill Bonuses

Roles come with predefined skill bonuses that reflect their expertise, giving
players a head start in relevant areas. These bonuses guide early skill
allocation and help maintain balance between characters. Understanding role
bonuses allows players to customize their characters more strategically,
optimizing strengths and compensating for weaknesses.

Assigning Attributes Effectively

Attributes in Cyberpunk 2020 represent the core physical and mental
capabilities of a character. Proper assignment of attributes is critical for
defining a character’s overall effectiveness and specialization. The main
attributes include Intelligence, Reflexes, Cool, Technical Ability, Luck,
Attractiveness, Movement Allowance, and Body.

Attribute Overview and Importance

Each attribute influences different aspects of gameplay. Intelligence affects
problem-solving and technical skills, Reflexes determine combat proficiency
and reaction time, and Cool influences composure and interpersonal
interactions. Technical Ability governs mechanical and electronic tasks, Luck
affects chance-based outcomes, Attractiveness impacts social scenarios,
Movement Allowance controls mobility, and Body represents endurance and
physical health.

Points Allocation Strategies

Players typically have a set number of points to distribute among attributes,
often following a priority system based on their chosen role and play style.
For example, a Solo may prioritize Reflexes and Body for combat
effectiveness, while a Netrunner might emphasize Intelligence and Technical
Ability. Balanced distribution can create versatile characters, while focused
allocation enhances specialized roles.

Skill Selection and Allocation

Skills define a character’s proficiency in specific activities and are
essential for success in various scenarios within Cyberpunk 2020. Skill
selection must complement the chosen role and attributes to maximize
effectiveness. Skills range from combat and hacking to negotiation and
technical repair.

Core and Role-Related Skills

Each role provides a list of recommended skills that align with their
thematic focus. Core skills are universally useful, such as Athletics and
Perception, while role-related skills offer specialized capabilities.
Prioritizing skills that synergize with attributes ensures a character
performs well in intended tasks.



Skill Points Distribution

Skill points are allocated based on available resources during character
creation, influenced by role and attribute levels. Players must decide
between spreading points across multiple skills for versatility or
concentrating on a few for mastery. Strategic skill distribution allows
characters to excel in critical areas and adapt to gameplay challenges.

Choosing Cyberware and Equipment

Cyberware enhancements and equipment define a character’s technological edge
and survival tools. Cyberpunk 2020 emphasizes the integration of cybernetics,
which can augment physical abilities or grant new capabilities. Selecting
appropriate cyberware and gear is vital for character customization and
functionality.

Understanding Cyberware Categories

Cyberware is divided into categories such as neuralware, cyberoptics, weapon
enhancements, and synthetic muscles. Each type offers advantages and
potential drawbacks, such as humanity loss or maintenance costs. Awareness of
these factors helps players make informed decisions to balance power and
vulnerability.

Essential Equipment Choices

Beyond cyberware, characters require weapons, armor, and utility items suited
to their role and mission objectives. Choosing the right equipment enhances
combat readiness, stealth, and problem-solving abilities. Equipment selection
should align with character strengths and anticipated challenges in the
Cyberpunk world.

Character Background and Lifepath

The character’s background and lifepath add depth and narrative context,
influencing motivations, personality, and relationships. Cyberpunk 2020
provides structured lifepath tables to generate history, family, and key life
events, enriching role-playing potential.

Creating a Cohesive Background

A well-crafted background connects the character’s skills and role to their
personal story. It offers explanations for skill choices and cyberware
enhancements, establishing believable motivations. Background elements can
also introduce plot hooks for game masters to integrate into campaigns.

Using the Lifepath System

The lifepath system employs random tables and player choices to define



aspects such as upbringing, social contacts, and significant experiences.
This process helps diversify characters and encourages creative storytelling.
Incorporating lifepath outcomes results in dynamic characters that enhance
the overall gaming experience.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What are the essential steps for creating a character
in Cyberpunk 2020?

The essential steps include choosing a role, assigning stats using the
priority system, selecting skills, buying cyberware, and defining your
character's background and personality.

How does the priority system work in Cyberpunk 2020
character creation?

The priority system assigns different levels (A to E) to five categories:
Role, Stats, Skills, Resources, and Humanity. Each priority level grants
varying amounts of points or advantages, balancing your character's strengths
and weaknesses.

What are the main roles available for characters in
Cyberpunk 2020?

Main roles include Solo (combat specialist), Netrunner (hacker), Techie
(engineer), Nomad (drifter), Fixer (dealer), and Media (journalist), each
with unique skills and abilities.

How important is cyberware during character creation
in Cyberpunk 2020?

Cyberware is crucial as it enhances abilities but reduces Humanity. Balancing
cyberware purchases with Humanity loss is key to maintaining your character’s
mental stability.

Can I customize my character’s skills beyond the



role-specific skills in Cyberpunk 2020?

Yes, you can allocate skill points to a wide range of skills beyond your
role’s defaults, allowing for versatile and unique character builds.

What should I consider when choosing a character’s
stats in Cyberpunk 2020?

Focus on stats that complement your role and playstyle. For example, Solos
prioritize Reflexes and Body, while Netrunners benefit from Intelligence and
Cool.

How does Humanity work in Cyberpunk 2020 character
creation?

Humanity measures your character’s mental health and empathy. Installing too
much cyberware lowers Humanity, risking cyberpsychosis, so it’s important to
balance enhancements.

Are there any tips for creating a balanced character
in Cyberpunk 2020?

Yes, balance your priorities to ensure your character has decent stats,
skills, and resources. Avoid maxing out cyberware to preserve Humanity, and
tailor your build to your preferred playstyle.

Additional Resources
1. Cyberpunk 2020: The Roleplaying Game Character Creation Handbook
This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of building characters
in the Cyberpunk 2020 universe. It covers the various roles, attributes,
skills, and gear options available to players, providing detailed advice to
craft unique and effective personas. Whether you're a netrunner or solo, this
handbook ensures your character fits seamlessly into the dystopian world.

2. Edgerunner Essentials: Crafting Your Cyberpunk 2020 Avatar
Focused on bringing your cyberpunk character to life, this book offers tips
on personality development, background storytelling, and role specialization.
It helps players understand the impact of cyberware and how to integrate it
meaningfully into character builds. The guide also includes sample characters
to inspire creativity.

3. Streetwise and Wired: The Cyberpunk 2020 Skill and Equipment Guide
A detailed reference for selecting and optimizing skills and cybernetic
enhancements, this book provides players with thorough explanations of each
option’s benefits and drawbacks. It also explores the balance between human
limitations and technological augmentation, essential for character
effectiveness in gameplay.

4. Night City Origins: Backgrounds and Lifepaths for Cyberpunk 2020
Characters
This volume offers in-depth lifepath tables and narrative tools to help
players develop rich backstories for their characters. It emphasizes the
socio-political environment of Night City and how it influences character
motivations and connections. Players gain resources to create complex,



believable personas.

5. Cybernetic Souls: Enhancing Roleplay with Cyberware in Cyberpunk 2020
Exploring the moral and psychological consequences of cybernetic
augmentation, this book provides insight into how cyberware affects identity
and character development. It includes detailed cyberware options and
roleplaying advice to integrate technology with narrative depth.

6. Rolemaster’s Guide to Cyberpunk 2020 Character Classes
This guide breaks down the specialized roles within Cyberpunk 2020, from
Solos to Techies, giving players strategic advice on maximizing their class
potential. It includes advanced tactics, class-specific abilities, and
synergy tips for party composition.

7. The Hacker’s Handbook: Netrunning and Cybercombat in Cyberpunk 2020
Dedicated to the netrunner role, this book provides deep mechanics for
hacking, cybercombat, and netrunning strategies. It helps players create
proficient digital warriors capable of manipulating the virtual landscape
while surviving corporate security.

8. Cyberpunk 2020 Equipment Compendium: Weapons, Armor, and Gear
This exhaustive catalog details all available equipment for Cyberpunk 2020
characters, including weapon stats, armor ratings, and gadget
functionalities. It helps players make informed decisions about gear loadouts
to complement their character’s strengths and playstyle.

9. The Outlaw’s Path: Creating Streetwise and Nomad Characters in Cyberpunk
2020
Focusing on the Nomad and Streetwise archetypes, this book explores lifestyle
choices, survival tactics, and cultural aspects of life outside the
corporate-controlled cities. It offers players ways to develop characters who
thrive on the fringes of society with unique skills and backgrounds.
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