
dbq 20 the cold war begins answer key
dbq 20 the cold war begins answer key offers a comprehensive guide for
understanding one of the most pivotal periods in 20th-century history. This
resource is designed to help students and educators navigate the complexities
of the Cold War’s origins through a detailed analysis of primary documents
and historical context. The answer key provides clear, concise explanations
and interpretations that align with the document-based question (DBQ) format
commonly used in history assessments. By examining key events, ideological
conflicts, and geopolitical strategies, this guide aids in developing
critical thinking and analytical skills. Additionally, it supports the
exploration of how the Cold War shaped global relations and influenced
domestic policies. This article will outline the main components of the dbq
20 the cold war begins answer key, offering insights into its structure, key
themes, and effective strategies for addressing the DBQ prompt.
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Understanding the Structure of DBQ 20
The dbq 20 the cold war begins answer key is structured to facilitate a
thorough examination of the Cold War’s early period through a series of
primary source documents. Typically, DBQ 20 includes multiple excerpts from
speeches, political cartoons, government documents, and personal accounts
that highlight the ideological and political tensions between the United
States and the Soviet Union. The answer key breaks down each document,
providing context, summarizing main ideas, and explaining the relevance to
the Cold War’s onset. This structured approach helps students connect
evidence to historical claims effectively.

Components of the DBQ
The DBQ is divided into several essential parts that the answer key addresses
in detail:

Document Analysis: Each document is examined for its origin, purpose,



and point of view.

Contextualization: Background information that situates documents within
the broader historical framework.

Thesis Development: Guidance on formulating a clear and argumentative
thesis statement based on the prompt and documents.

Evidence Integration: Strategies for incorporating specific evidence
from the documents to support claims.

Historical Reasoning: Explanation of cause and effect, comparison, and
continuity/change over time related to the Cold War's beginnings.

Key Historical Context of the Cold War’s
Beginning
Understanding the historical context is crucial when using the dbq 20 the
cold war begins answer key. The Cold War emerged in the aftermath of World
War II, shaped by competing ideologies and global power struggles. The
ideological confrontation between capitalism and communism set the stage for
decades of political tension and military competition. The answer key
highlights essential events such as the Yalta and Potsdam conferences, the
Iron Curtain speech by Winston Churchill, and the Marshall Plan, illustrating
how these shaped early Cold War dynamics.

Post-World War II Geopolitical Landscape
After 1945, the global balance of power shifted dramatically. The United
States and the Soviet Union emerged as superpowers with conflicting visions
for Europe and the world. The answer key explains how:

The Soviet Union sought to expand its influence in Eastern Europe
through satellite states and communist regimes.

The United States promoted democratic governments and economic recovery
through initiatives like the Marshall Plan.

Both powers engaged in an arms race and espionage, setting the
foundation for prolonged rivalry.



Ideological Conflicts and Propaganda
The answer key emphasizes the role of ideology in driving Cold War tensions.
Documents often reflect the propaganda efforts on both sides to justify their
policies and demonize the opponent. Understanding these ideological clashes
is key to interpreting the primary sources in DBQ 20.

Analyzing Primary Documents in DBQ 20
The dbq 20 the cold war begins answer key provides detailed guidance on
analyzing each primary document included in the question. This involves
identifying the author's perspective, the purpose of the document, and its
historical significance. The answer key encourages a critical evaluation of
documents to uncover bias, reliability, and the overall message within the
Cold War context.

Document Types and Their Importance
DBQ 20 features a variety of document types, including:

Official Government Statements: Provide insight into policy decisions
and diplomatic intentions.

Speeches: Reveal ideological positions and public messaging strategies.

Political Cartoons: Offer visual commentary on international relations
and public opinion.

Personal Accounts: Reflect individual experiences and societal impacts
of the Cold War’s early phases.

The answer key instructs readers to consider each document’s origin and
audience to better understand its contribution to the DBQ prompt.

Techniques for Effective Document Analysis
Key techniques highlighted in the answer key include:

Identifying the author’s background and potential biases.1.

Establishing the historical context surrounding the document’s creation.2.

Interpreting the intended message and its significance to Cold War3.
tensions.

Comparing and contrasting documents to reveal differing perspectives.4.



Strategies for Writing Effective DBQ Responses
The dbq 20 the cold war begins answer key offers practical advice for
crafting coherent, well-supported essays. It emphasizes the importance of
developing a strong thesis statement that directly addresses the prompt and
integrates evidence from the documents. The answer key also stresses
organizing the essay logically, using transitions to connect ideas, and
incorporating outside knowledge to enhance arguments.

Thesis Development and Argumentation
A central recommendation is to formulate a clear thesis that outlines the
essay’s main argument about the Cold War’s origins. The answer key suggests:

Responding directly to the prompt with a nuanced position.

Demonstrating an understanding of the complexity of historical events.

Previewing the main points that will be supported by document evidence.

Integrating Evidence and Analysis
Effective DBQ essays use specific examples from the provided documents while
also incorporating relevant outside information. The answer key advises:

Quoting or paraphrasing documents accurately to support claims.

Explaining the significance of each piece of evidence in the context of
the thesis.

Balancing document analysis with broader historical understanding.

Common Themes and Interpretations in the Answer
Key
The dbq 20 the cold war begins answer key identifies several recurring themes
that are essential for a comprehensive understanding of the Cold War’s start.
These themes help frame the analysis and provide a coherent narrative
throughout the DBQ response. Recognizing these themes enhances the quality of
historical interpretation and argumentation.



Key Themes Explored
Among the prominent themes highlighted are:

Mutual Distrust and Fear: Both superpowers perceived the other as a
threat to security and ideology, fueling antagonism.

Ideological Conflict: The clash between democracy and communism shaped
foreign policies and global alliances.

Economic and Military Competition: Efforts to dominate politically and
militarily influenced diplomatic relations and led to proxy conflicts.

Diplomatic Efforts and Failures: Attempts at negotiation often faltered
due to deep-seated suspicions and differing objectives.

Interpretive Perspectives
The answer key encourages students to consider multiple perspectives when
analyzing the Cold War’s origins. It presents interpretations from both
American and Soviet viewpoints, as well as insights from historians. This
balanced approach fosters a deeper understanding of the complexity behind the
Cold War’s beginnings and the interplay of various factors that contributed
to its escalation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of DBQ 20 The Cold War
Begins?
The main theme of DBQ 20 The Cold War Begins is the origins and early
tensions between the United States and the Soviet Union following World War
II.

What primary sources are typically included in DBQ
20 The Cold War Begins?
Primary sources often include speeches by leaders like Winston Churchill and
Harry Truman, excerpts from the Truman Doctrine, and Soviet responses, as
well as maps and political cartoons from the era.

How does DBQ 20 explain the causes of the Cold War?
DBQ 20 explains the causes of the Cold War as stemming from ideological



differences between capitalism and communism, mutual distrust, and competing
interests in postwar Europe.

What role does the Truman Doctrine play in the Cold
War according to DBQ 20?
According to DBQ 20, the Truman Doctrine represents the United States' policy
of containment, pledging support to countries resisting Soviet communism,
marking a significant step in Cold War policy.

How are the Soviet Union's actions portrayed in the
DBQ 20 documents?
The Soviet Union's actions are portrayed as expansionist and aggressive,
aiming to spread communism and establish control over Eastern Europe, which
heightened tensions with the West.

What is the significance of the Iron Curtain speech
in the context of the Cold War?
The Iron Curtain speech by Winston Churchill highlighted the division of
Europe and warned of Soviet expansion, symbolizing the start of open
acknowledgment of the Cold War divide.

What strategies did the United States adopt during
the early Cold War according to DBQ 20?
The United States adopted strategies such as containment of communism,
forming alliances like NATO, and providing economic aid through the Marshall
Plan to rebuild Europe and counter Soviet influence.

How does DBQ 20 illustrate the impact of the Cold
War on global politics?
DBQ 20 illustrates that the Cold War shaped global alliances, led to military
build-ups, and caused proxy wars, fundamentally influencing international
relations for decades.

What is the purpose of the DBQ 20 answer key for
students?
The DBQ 20 answer key helps students understand the key concepts, analyze
primary sources accurately, and develop well-supported responses to questions
about the origins of the Cold War.



Additional Resources
1. The Cold War: A New History
This book offers a comprehensive overview of the Cold War's origins, key
events, and global impact. It delves into the ideological conflict between
the United States and the Soviet Union, highlighting pivotal moments that
shaped international relations. The narrative is accessible for students and
provides context useful for understanding DBQ 20.

2. Understanding the Cold War: Origins and Outcomes
Focusing on the geopolitical tensions that sparked the Cold War, this book
examines the post-World War II environment and the rise of superpowers. It
includes detailed analysis of major policies, such as containment and the
Truman Doctrine, which are critical to answering DBQ questions. The book also
features primary sources and document-based questions.

3. The Cold War Begins: Crucial Documents and Analysis
Specifically designed for DBQ preparation, this volume compiles essential
documents from the early Cold War period. It provides annotations and
explanations to help readers interpret the materials effectively. The book is
an excellent resource for students seeking to build strong essay responses on
Cold War beginnings.

4. From Yalta to Berlin: The Start of the Cold War
This text explores the diplomatic conferences and decisions that led to the
Cold War’s outbreak. It highlights the significance of Yalta and Potsdam
agreements and the division of Europe. The book offers detailed timelines and
critical thinking questions aligned with DBQ themes.

5. Cold War Conflicts: The Early Years
Covering the initial confrontations and crises between the US and USSR, this
book examines events like the Berlin Airlift and the formation of NATO. It
provides context on how these events escalated tensions and influenced global
alliances. The narrative supports understanding of the political and military
strategies discussed in DBQ 20.

6. Ideologies at War: Capitalism vs. Communism
This book delves into the ideological struggle that underpinned the Cold War,
explaining the fundamental differences between capitalism and communism. It
discusses how these opposing beliefs fueled suspicion and competition. The
work is helpful for framing essay arguments around ideological conflict in
DBQ responses.

7. Cold War Propaganda and Public Perception
Analyzing the role of media and propaganda, this book reveals how both
superpowers influenced public opinion during the Cold War’s early phase. It
includes examples of propaganda posters, speeches, and broadcasts, which are
useful primary sources for DBQ essays. The book helps students understand the
cultural dimension of the Cold War.

8. Containment Policy: The US Strategy Against Soviet Expansion



This title focuses on the US policy of containment, detailing its development
and implementation. It covers key policies such as the Truman Doctrine and
the Marshall Plan, which shaped the Cold War’s trajectory. The book is a
valuable resource for understanding US foreign policy in DBQ 20.

9. Cold War Origins: A Global Perspective
Taking a worldwide view, this book examines how the Cold War began not only
in Europe but also affected Asia, the Middle East, and beyond. It discusses
the global implications of superpower rivalry and the early conflicts that
arose. The book broadens the scope of DBQ analysis by incorporating
international contexts.
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