
dekalb county schools special
education
Dekalb County Schools Special Education programs are designed to provide
comprehensive support and resources for students with disabilities. These
initiatives aim to create an inclusive educational environment that caters to
the individual needs of each student, ensuring they have equal access to
quality education and opportunities for personal growth. In this article, we
will explore the various aspects of special education in Dekalb County
Schools, including program offerings, eligibility criteria, support services,
and the importance of community involvement.

Understanding Special Education in Dekalb
County

Special education refers to customized instructional programs designed to
meet the unique needs of students with disabilities. In Dekalb County, the
school district is committed to providing appropriate educational services
that comply with both federal and state laws, ensuring that every child has
the opportunity to succeed academically and socially.

Legal Framework and Policies

The foundation of special education in the United States is largely governed
by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), which mandates
that public schools provide free and appropriate education (FAPE) to students
with disabilities. This law ensures that students receive the necessary
support and services tailored to their individual needs. In Dekalb County,
the local school district adheres to these regulations while implementing
policies that enhance educational access for all students.

Programs Offered in Dekalb County Schools

Dekalb County Schools provide a range of programs and services for students
with disabilities, ensuring that they receive a quality education. The
following are some of the key offerings:

1. Individualized Education Programs (IEPs)

An Individualized Education Program (IEP) is a legally binding document that



outlines the specific educational goals and support services for students
with disabilities. The IEP is developed collaboratively by teachers, parents,
and specialists to ensure that each student's unique needs are met.

2. Resource Classes

Resource classes are designed for students who require additional support in
a specific subject area. In these classes, students receive individualized
instruction tailored to their learning styles, helping them to succeed
academically while remaining integrated into the general education
environment as much as possible.

3. Self-Contained Classrooms

For students with more significant disabilities, Dekalb County Schools offer
self-contained classrooms. These specialized classrooms provide a structured
environment with smaller class sizes, allowing for focused attention and
personalized instruction. These settings are designed to help students
develop essential skills while also providing opportunities for social
interaction with peers.

4. Related Services

In addition to academic support, Dekalb County Schools provide various
related services to assist students with disabilities. These services may
include:

- Speech and language therapy
- Occupational therapy
- Physical therapy
- Psychological services
- Counseling services

These related services are crucial for addressing the diverse needs of
students and facilitating their overall development.

Eligibility for Special Education Services

To qualify for special education services in Dekalb County Schools, students
must meet specific eligibility criteria outlined by IDEA and the Georgia
Department of Education. The following steps are typically involved in
determining eligibility:



1. Referral

A referral for special education services can be made by a parent, teacher,
or other professional who suspects that a child may have a disability. The
referral initiates the evaluation process.

2. Evaluation

Once a referral is made, the school district conducts a comprehensive
evaluation to assess the child's strengths and weaknesses. This evaluation
includes a variety of assessments, observations, and input from parents and
teachers.

3. Eligibility Determination

Based on the evaluation results, a team of professionals determines whether
the child meets the criteria for special education services. If eligible, an
IEP is developed to outline the necessary support and services.

Support Services for Families

In addition to providing services to students, Dekalb County Schools
recognize the importance of supporting families of children with
disabilities. The district offers various resources and programs to assist
parents and guardians, including:

1. Parent Workshops

Dekalb County Schools conduct workshops to educate parents about special
education processes, IEP development, and available resources. These
workshops empower families to advocate effectively for their children.

2. Support Groups

Support groups provide a platform for parents to connect with one another,
share experiences, and access valuable information related to special
education. These groups foster a sense of community and provide emotional
support.



3. Access to Resources

The school district provides access to resources such as guides, literature,
and online tools to help families navigate the special education system.
These resources are essential for ensuring that families are informed and
engaged in their child's education.

The Importance of Community Involvement

Community involvement plays a vital role in the success of special education
programs in Dekalb County Schools. Collaboration among schools, families, and
community organizations can significantly enhance the educational experience
for students with disabilities. Here are some ways the community can get
involved:

1. Volunteering

Community members can volunteer their time and skills to support special
education initiatives. This can include tutoring, mentoring, or assisting
with extracurricular activities.

2. Advocacy

Advocating for policies and funding that support special education is
essential for improving services in Dekalb County. Community members can
participate in local meetings, rallies, and discussions to raise awareness
about the needs of students with disabilities.

3. Partnerships with Local Organizations

Schools can partner with local organizations to provide additional resources
and support for students with disabilities. These partnerships can enhance
the educational experience and create a more inclusive environment.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the special education programs in Dekalb County Schools are
designed to provide comprehensive support for students with disabilities,
ensuring they receive a quality education tailored to their individual needs.
By understanding the various programs, eligibility criteria, and the



importance of community involvement, we can work together to create an
inclusive educational environment that fosters growth and success for all
students. Through collaboration among educators, families, and the community,
we can ensure that every child has the opportunity to thrive in Dekalb County
Schools.

Frequently Asked Questions

What special education services are available in
DeKalb County Schools?
DeKalb County Schools offers a range of special education services, including
individualized education programs (IEPs), resource support, inclusion
classes, and specialized schools designed for students with more significant
needs.

How can parents initiate the special education
evaluation process in DeKalb County Schools?
Parents can initiate the special education evaluation process by submitting a
written request to their child's school. The school will then conduct a
review and determine if further evaluation is needed to assess the child's
eligibility for services.

What is the role of the Individualized Education
Program (IEP) in DeKalb County Schools?
The IEP is a legally binding document that outlines the special education
services, accommodations, and modifications a student with disabilities will
receive. It is tailored to meet the individual needs of the student to ensure
access to a free appropriate public education (FAPE).

Are there specific training programs for teachers
working in special education in DeKalb County
Schools?
Yes, DeKalb County Schools provides ongoing professional development and
training programs for teachers working in special education to enhance their
skills in providing effective instruction and support to students with
diverse needs.

How does DeKalb County Schools ensure compliance
with federal and state special education



regulations?
DeKalb County Schools follows federal and state regulations by conducting
regular audits, providing training for staff, and maintaining proper
documentation. They also involve parents and guardians in the decision-making
process to ensure compliance.

What resources are available for families of
students in special education in DeKalb County?
Families can access various resources, including parent support groups,
informational workshops, and the DeKalb County Schools Special Education
Department, which provides guidance and assistance regarding services and
rights.

How can students in DeKalb County Schools receive
accommodations for standardized testing?
Students with an IEP or 504 Plan may receive accommodations for standardized
testing by having their needs assessed and documented in their plans. Schools
will work with families to ensure appropriate accommodations are in place for
tests like the Georgia Milestones.
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