
dbt art therapy activities
dbt art therapy activities offer a unique and creative approach to mental health treatment,
particularly for individuals struggling with emotion regulation, self-identity, and interpersonal skills.
Dialectical Behavior Therapy (DBT) is a therapeutic framework developed by Dr. Marsha Linehan that
focuses on balancing acceptance and change. Integrating art therapy into DBT can enhance the
therapeutic process, making it more engaging and effective. This article will explore various activities,
their benefits, and how to implement them in a therapeutic context.

Understanding DBT and Art Therapy

What is DBT?

DBT is a type of cognitive-behavioral therapy specifically designed for individuals with borderline
personality disorder and other mental health conditions involving emotional dysregulation. DBT has
four key components:

1. Mindfulness: Cultivating awareness of the present moment.
2. Distress Tolerance: Learning to tolerate painful emotions and situations.
3. Emotion Regulation: Understanding and managing intense emotions.
4. Interpersonal Effectiveness: Improving communication and relationship skills.

What is Art Therapy?

Art therapy is a creative approach to therapy that uses artistic expression to help individuals explore
their emotions, reduce anxiety, and improve self-esteem. It can be particularly beneficial for those
who find it difficult to articulate their feelings verbally. Art therapy encourages exploration through
various mediums, including:

- Painting
- Drawing
- Sculpting
- Collage
- Photography

The Benefits of Combining DBT and Art Therapy

Integrating art therapy into DBT can enhance the overall therapeutic experience by:

- Fostering Creativity: Encourages self-expression in a non-verbal manner.
- Enhancing Self-Awareness: Helps individuals explore their thoughts and feelings through creative
mediums.



- Providing a Safe Outlet for Emotions: Allows clients to express difficult emotions in a manageable
way.
- Building Coping Skills: Teaches individuals to use art as a tool for managing distress and improving
emotional regulation.

DBT Art Therapy Activities

Here are some engaging dbt art therapy activities that can be utilized in individual or group therapy
settings:

1. Emotion Wheel Collage

This activity helps participants identify and express their emotions visually.

Materials Needed:

- Magazines
- Scissors
- Glue
- Large paper or poster board
- Markers

Instructions:

1. Create an emotion wheel with a variety of emotions listed around the circle.
2. Ask participants to cut out images and words from magazines that represent each emotion.
3. Have them glue these cutouts onto the corresponding sections of the wheel.
4. Encourage sharing of their collages and discussing the emotions represented.

2. Mindfulness Mandalas

Creating mandalas can help reinforce mindfulness and focus.

Materials Needed:

- Paper (preferably thick)
- Colored pencils or markers
- Rulers and compasses (optional)

Instructions:

1. Provide participants with templates or allow them to create their own mandala designs.
2. Encourage them to color the mandalas mindfully, focusing on the colors and patterns.
3. After completion, facilitate a discussion about the feelings that arose during the process.



3. Body Mapping

Body mapping allows individuals to explore their physical and emotional experiences.

Materials Needed:

- Large sheets of paper
- Markers
- Paints
- Other art supplies

Instructions:

1. Have participants lie down on the large paper, and trace their bodies.
2. Ask them to fill in the outlines with colors and images representing their emotions, experiences,
and thoughts.
3. Once completed, discuss the significance of their body maps and what they represent.

4. Emotion Regulation Painting

This activity focuses on using colors to express emotions and enhance regulation techniques.

Materials Needed:

- Canvas or thick paper
- Acrylic or watercolor paints
- Brushes
- Aprons

Instructions:

1. Ask participants to select colors that represent various emotions they have experienced throughout
the week.
2. Invite them to paint freely, associating colors with emotions and expressing their feelings through
imagery.
3. After the artwork is completed, encourage participants to share their pieces and the emotions
represented.

5. Gratitude Jar Art

This activity promotes positive thinking and self-appreciation.

Materials Needed:

- A jar or container
- Colorful paper or post-it notes



- Pens or markers
- Decorative materials (stickers, ribbons, etc.)

Instructions:

1. Have participants decorate their jars with art supplies to make them personal and appealing.
2. Instruct them to write down things they are grateful for on colorful pieces of paper and place them
in the jar.
3. Encourage them to read through the notes regularly, especially during challenging times.

6. Visual Journaling

Visual journaling combines writing and artistic expression, allowing for a holistic therapeutic
approach.

Materials Needed:

- Sketchbooks or notebooks
- Pens, markers, and colored pencils
- Magazines for collage elements

Instructions:

1. Encourage participants to journal about their day or week, incorporating drawings, sketches, and
collage elements.
2. Promote the idea of blending words and images to express thoughts and feelings.
3. Offer time for sharing and discussing their journal entries in a supportive environment.

Implementing DBT Art Therapy Activities

Creating a Safe Space

To successfully implement dbt art therapy activities, it’s essential to create a safe and supportive
environment. Consider the following:

- Choose a comfortable and quiet space free from distractions.
- Ensure all materials are easily accessible and organized.
- Foster a non-judgmental atmosphere where participants feel valued and respected.

Facilitating Group Dynamics

In group settings, it’s crucial to manage dynamics effectively:



- Set clear ground rules to ensure everyone feels comfortable sharing.
- Encourage active listening and respectful feedback among participants.
- Be mindful of different comfort levels; allow individuals to participate at their own pace.

Evaluating Outcomes

After conducting activities, evaluate their effectiveness:

- Gather feedback from participants about their experiences.
- Observe changes in emotional expression and regulation over time.
- Adjust activities based on the group’s needs and preferences.

Conclusion

Incorporating dbt art therapy activities into therapeutic practices offers a multifaceted approach to
emotional healing and personal growth. By blending creative expression with the principles of DBT,
therapists can provide clients with powerful tools to navigate their emotions, improve self-awareness,
and foster resilience. As the mental health field continues to evolve, the integration of art therapy into
DBT remains a promising avenue for enhancing therapeutic outcomes and enriching the lives of
individuals seeking support.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common dbt art therapy activities?
Common dbt art therapy activities include emotion wheel drawings, mandala creation, collage making
to express feelings, and using visual journaling to track moods and thoughts.

How does art therapy complement DBT skills?
Art therapy complements DBT skills by providing a creative outlet for expression, helping individuals
process emotions, and enhancing mindfulness through the artistic process.

Can dbt art therapy activities be done at home?
Yes, many dbt art therapy activities can be done at home using simple materials like paper, pencils,
paints, and magazines for collages.

What is the role of mindfulness in dbt art therapy?
Mindfulness in dbt art therapy helps individuals stay present while creating art, allowing them to focus
on their emotions and thoughts without judgment.



Are dbt art therapy activities suitable for all ages?
Yes, dbt art therapy activities can be adapted for individuals of all ages, making them accessible and
beneficial for children, teens, and adults.

How can art therapy help with emotional regulation in DBT?
Art therapy helps with emotional regulation by allowing individuals to visualize and externalize their
feelings, making it easier to understand and manage their emotions.

What materials are typically used in dbt art therapy
activities?
Materials typically used include drawing paper, colored pencils, markers, paints, clay, scissors, glue,
and magazines for collage work.

How can someone get started with dbt art therapy?
To get started, individuals can find guided online resources, join a local therapy group, or work with a
licensed art therapist trained in DBT.
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