
davis polk practice areas
davis polk practice areas represent a broad spectrum of high-stakes legal
services provided by one of the world’s most prestigious law firms. Known for
its deep expertise and commitment to excellence, Davis Polk offers
comprehensive counsel across corporate, litigation, regulatory, and financial
sectors. The firm’s practice areas attract multinational corporations,
financial institutions, and governments seeking sophisticated legal
solutions. This article explores the key davis polk practice areas,
emphasizing their distinctive capabilities, sector-specific expertise, and
the firm’s approach to complex legal challenges. Understanding these practice
areas highlights why Davis Polk remains a leader in global legal services.
The following sections will detail the firm’s focus on Corporate Law, Capital
Markets, Litigation, Financial Regulation, and Tax, among others.
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Corporate Law
Davis Polk’s Corporate Law practice area is renowned for advising on complex
transactions and corporate governance matters. The firm’s attorneys assist
clients with company formation, compliance, and strategic business decisions.
Their expertise spans various industries, including technology, healthcare,
energy, and financial services. This practice area encompasses securities
law, transactional work, and counsel on fiduciary duties to boards and
shareholders.

Mergers and Acquisitions Advisory
The firm provides comprehensive support for mergers and acquisitions,
facilitating deal structuring, negotiation, and execution. Davis Polk lawyers
guide clients through due diligence, risk assessment, and regulatory
approvals, ensuring transactions align with legal and strategic objectives.
This sub-practice integrates seamlessly with the firm’s Capital Markets and



Private Equity teams to deliver holistic solutions.

Corporate Governance
In corporate governance, Davis Polk advises boards of directors and executive
leadership on best practices, compliance with regulatory frameworks, and
shareholder relations. This includes crafting policies, managing conflicts of
interest, and addressing shareholder activism. The firm’s counsel helps
clients maintain strong governance structures that promote transparency and
accountability.

Capital Markets
The Capital Markets practice at Davis Polk is a cornerstone of the firm’s
offerings, focusing on securities offerings, debt and equity financings, and
regulatory compliance. The firm represents issuers, underwriters, and
investors in public and private offerings across global markets. Their
expertise includes initial public offerings (IPOs), follow-on offerings, and
complex structured finance transactions.

Equity and Debt Offerings
Davis Polk’s team handles a wide range of equity and debt offerings, advising
clients on prospectus preparation, regulatory filings, and market strategy.
Their work ensures adherence to SEC regulations and other applicable rules,
facilitating smooth capital raising processes. The firm’s experience spans
multiple industries and jurisdictions, reflecting a deep understanding of
global capital markets.

Structured Finance and Derivatives
This sub-practice area involves advising on securitizations, derivatives
transactions, and other innovative financing structures. Davis Polk lawyers
assist in structuring deals to optimize legal and financial outcomes while
managing regulatory risks. Their expertise supports clients in navigating
complex financial instruments and market dynamics.

Litigation and Arbitration
Davis Polk’s Litigation and Arbitration practice handles high-profile
disputes across commercial, securities, antitrust, and white-collar crime
matters. The firm represents corporations, financial institutions, and
individuals in federal and state courts, as well as in international
arbitration forums. Their litigation team is known for strategic advocacy,



rigorous analysis, and effective case management.

Commercial Litigation
The commercial litigation group focuses on contract disputes, business torts,
and class actions. Davis Polk lawyers develop tailored litigation strategies
to protect client interests and resolve disputes efficiently. Their
experience includes shareholder litigation, intellectual property disputes,
and complex commercial conflicts.

Regulatory Investigations and White-Collar Defense
This sub-practice advises clients facing government investigations and
enforcement actions. Davis Polk provides defense strategies in matters
involving securities law violations, fraud allegations, and regulatory
compliance. The firm’s attorneys work closely with regulatory agencies to
safeguard client rights and reputations.

Financial Regulatory Practice
The firm’s Financial Regulatory Practice area supports clients navigating the
complex landscape of financial services regulation. Davis Polk advises banks,
broker-dealers, asset managers, and other financial institutions on
compliance with U.S. and international regulatory regimes. This includes
oversight by agencies such as the SEC, CFTC, Federal Reserve, and FINRA.

Banking and Financial Services Regulation
Davis Polk’s lawyers counsel clients on capital requirements, risk
management, anti-money laundering, and consumer protection laws. Their
guidance helps institutions implement regulatory frameworks while pursuing
business objectives in a rapidly evolving environment.

Derivatives and Structured Products Compliance
Clients receive expert advice on compliance with derivatives regulations
under the Dodd-Frank Act and related legislation. The firm assists with
registration, reporting, and transaction documentation, ensuring adherence to
applicable rules and mitigating regulatory risk.



Tax Practice
Davis Polk’s Tax Practice delivers sophisticated advice on domestic and
international tax matters. The firm represents clients in tax planning,
controversy, and structuring transactions to optimize tax efficiency. Their
expertise includes corporate tax, partnership taxation, and cross-border tax
issues.

Corporate Tax Planning
The tax team collaborates with corporate clients to develop strategies that
minimize tax liabilities while complying with prevailing laws. This includes
advising on mergers and acquisitions, financing arrangements, and executive
compensation.

International Tax and Transfer Pricing
Davis Polk assists multinational clients in managing tax risks related to
international operations, transfer pricing policies, and treaty benefits.
Their approach integrates legal and economic analysis to achieve effective
tax outcomes across jurisdictions.

Private Equity and Mergers & Acquisitions
Private Equity and Mergers & Acquisitions are central to Davis Polk’s
transactional offerings. The firm advises private equity sponsors, portfolio
companies, and strategic buyers on deal execution, financing, and regulatory
compliance. Their work includes leveraged buyouts, recapitalizations, and
joint ventures.

Private Equity Transactions
The firm’s attorneys provide counsel on fund formation, investment
structuring, and exit strategies. Their experience encompasses a broad range
of industries and deal sizes, delivering tailored solutions to meet client
objectives.

Mergers & Acquisitions Execution
Davis Polk’s M&A team works closely with clients throughout the transaction
lifecycle, from negotiation to closing. Their integrated approach leverages
expertise across practice areas to address legal, financial, and regulatory
considerations efficiently.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main practice areas of Davis Polk?
Davis Polk specializes in several key practice areas including corporate law,
mergers and acquisitions, capital markets, litigation, tax, restructuring,
and financial regulatory matters.

Does Davis Polk have a strong focus on corporate
law?
Yes, Davis Polk is renowned for its corporate law practice, advising clients
on complex mergers and acquisitions, corporate governance, and securities
law.

Is Davis Polk involved in capital markets
transactions?
Absolutely. Davis Polk has a leading capital markets practice, assisting
clients with public and private offerings of equity and debt securities.

What kind of litigation services does Davis Polk
offer?
Davis Polk offers comprehensive litigation services including securities
litigation, antitrust, white collar defense, and commercial disputes.

Does Davis Polk provide legal services in the area
of tax law?
Yes, Davis Polk has a dedicated tax practice that advises on corporate tax,
international tax, and tax controversies.



Is restructuring a key practice area for Davis Polk?
Yes, Davis Polk has a well-established restructuring practice, assisting
clients with bankruptcy, workouts, and distressed mergers and acquisitions.

How experienced is Davis Polk in financial
regulatory matters?
Davis Polk has significant experience in financial regulatory matters,
advising banks, financial institutions, and other clients on compliance and
regulatory challenges.

Does Davis Polk handle international legal matters?
Yes, Davis Polk's practice areas often involve cross-border transactions and
international regulatory issues, reflecting its global client base.

Are technology and intellectual property among Davis
Polk's practice areas?
While Davis Polk's primary focus is on corporate and financial law, it also
advises on technology-related transactions and intellectual property aspects
within these contexts.

Additional Resources
1. Corporate Governance and Compliance
This book explores the principles and best practices of corporate governance,
focusing on how companies can maintain regulatory compliance while fostering
ethical business environments. It covers board responsibilities, shareholder
rights, and the evolving landscape of governance laws. Ideal for legal
professionals advising corporations on governance issues.

2. Antitrust Law and Competitive Strategies
A comprehensive guide to antitrust regulations and their implications for
business practices, this book delves into the enforcement of competition
laws. It examines key cases, merger guidelines, and strategies for navigating
antitrust risks. Perfect for lawyers and corporate advisors working in
mergers and acquisitions.

3. Financial Restructuring and Distressed Transactions
This text provides an in-depth analysis of financial restructuring processes,
including bankruptcy, workouts, and distressed asset sales. It offers
practical guidance on negotiating and structuring complex transactions to
maximize value for stakeholders. Essential reading for attorneys involved in
insolvency and restructuring.

4. Capital Markets and Securities Regulation



Covering the fundamentals of securities law, this book addresses regulatory
frameworks governing public offerings, disclosures, and trading practices. It
highlights recent developments in securities regulation and compliance
challenges faced by issuers and underwriters. A valuable resource for
professionals engaged in capital markets transactions.

5. Energy Law and Environmental Policy
Focused on the intersection of energy development and environmental
regulation, this book discusses legal issues related to renewable energy, oil
and gas, and climate change policies. It provides insights into regulatory
approvals, compliance strategies, and sustainability initiatives. Useful for
legal practitioners advising clients in the energy sector.

6. Litigation and Dispute Resolution Strategies
This book examines modern approaches to managing complex commercial
litigation, including alternative dispute resolution methods such as
mediation and arbitration. It outlines tactics for effective case assessment,
risk management, and settlement negotiations. Beneficial for litigators and
corporate counsel overseeing contentious matters.

7. Private Equity and Venture Capital Transactions
Detailing the structuring and negotiation of private equity and venture
capital deals, this book covers fund formation, investment terms, and exit
strategies. It also discusses regulatory considerations and market trends
affecting private investments. Ideal for attorneys working with investors and
emerging companies.

8. Tax Planning for Corporate Transactions
This text offers a detailed overview of tax implications in mergers,
acquisitions, and other corporate restructurings. It highlights strategies to
optimize tax outcomes and ensure compliance with complex tax codes. A
critical tool for tax attorneys and corporate advisors involved in
transactional work.

9. International Trade and Regulatory Compliance
Addressing the challenges of cross-border commerce, this book covers trade
regulations, export controls, and compliance programs. It provides guidance
on navigating global legal frameworks and mitigating risks associated with
international transactions. Suitable for legal professionals handling
multinational client matters.
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